Preparation Guide 32:  The Wrestling Match
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Genesis 32:1—Genesis 32:32
See also: 
· Read Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 18: “The Night of Wrestling”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________
What are we to make of the astonishing statements so casually addressed in verses 1 and 2?  Why did the host of God’s angels meet Jacob?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Esau is coming to greet his brother for the first time in 20 years—with a force of 400 armed men.  Why?      __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jacob sends gifts forward and his family back across the brook.  Then he is left alone, praying for protection.  Someone comes up to him and they begin to wrestle.  Who is it?  How do we know?  See also verse 30, Hosea 12:3-4, and the chapter in Patriarchs and Prophets.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why did the Angel cripple Jacob?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why wouldn’t Jacob let go?  Surely the Being with whom he was wresting could have forced him.  Why didn’t He?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why does Jacob’s name change at this moment?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jacob’s injury apparently interfered with his mobility permanently.  Why wouldn’t God heal such a miraculous injury?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Observations:                                         References:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
