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Genesis 33:1—Genesis 33:20
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Wanted to reconcile with Esau
· Wanted to be independent of his brother and travel with his family
· Wanted to rededicate himself to God
ESAU:
· Forgave Jacob as soon as he saw his brother’s humble approach
· Wanted to reconcile with Jacob
What do you make of Jacob’s careful arrangements in verses 1 and 2?  Compare 32:22-23.  
The reason for this is not clear.  Jacob may have arranged this for reasons of security, but it may have simply been social custom—introducing his favorite wife and her son to Esau last.  The previous division of the caravan into two camps may have been abandoned as unnecessary after his experience the preceding night.  
How does Jacob greet Esau?  Why? 
He “bowed himself to the ground seven times.”  This was an Oriental custom.  Seven bows before a superior was considered a sign of perfect humility and unqualified submission.  By this manifestation of deference, Jacob hoped to win his brother’s heart.  This greeting represented complete abandonment of any claim to special privileges previously secured by treachery.  
 How does Esau greet Jacob?  Why?  
Esau “ran to meet him” and “embraced him.”  At the sight of his twin brother, Esau was carried away by natural feelings of brotherly affection.  In his usual manner, Esau reacted only to the feelings of the moment.  Even if there had still been malice in Esau’s heart, it was overcome by Jacob’s humility.  Realizing that he no longer had anything to fear from Jacob, he allowed free rein to the natural emotions of his heart and welcomed his brother and his family home.  
Esau surely knows the purpose of the herds that Jacob had gifted to him.  Why does he ask in verse 8?  
This is reflective of polite Oriental custom.  At first, Esau refuses the gift until he was urgently persuaded to do so.  It is clear that Esau has done very well for himself.  No doubt his own earthly possessions were equal to those of his brother.  Esau was loving toward Jacob, but there is nothing in his manner comparable to the humility of his brother.  Jacob addresses Esau as “my lord, while Esau answers him as “my brother.”  
Why does Jacob decline to have Esau travel with him in verses 12-15?  How is the relationship between the brothers after this meeting?   
Jacob knew that his caravan could only travel slowly, with herds and small children.  He also knew his brother’s impatient nature.  Traveling together could only increase tensions between the brothers, and Jacob knew that he had no need of protection while traveling.  The hosts of angels which he had seen previously would certainly see to that.  This refusal did not spring from feelings of distrust—the reasons given by Jacob were not merely pretext.  He needed no additional protection besides that promised by God and he could not travel as quickly as Esau would desire to go.  Additionally, he would be free to camp wherever and whenever he might choose and remain there until ready to move on.  
Observations:                                         References:
· It was most important to Jacob that Esau accept his present, for in so doing Esau, according to the custom of his time, would express his acceptance of that which the present represented—Jacob’s apology.  In the Orient a present received by a superior assures to the giver the friendship and assistance of the recipient.  If it is rejected, he has everything to fear.  
· We know (v. 17) that Jacob went to Succoth, but how long he remained there is unknown.  The fact that he erected a house there, which none of the earlier patriarchs seem to have done, suggests that he must have lived there for several years.  His reasons for doing this are likewise unknown to us.  Good pasture and a sparse population may have influenced the decision.  Most likely, Jacob found an early opportunity to visit his aged father.  At that time, he may also have paid a visit to his brother in Seir, as he had promised.  
· In verse 20, we see that Jacob erected an altar.  Like his forbearer Abraham, he wanted to hold public worship.  Jacob probably erected the altar in Haran with that previous altar in mind.  (See Gen. 12:7).  The name of the altar was El-elohe-Israel.  It has been suggested that this name signifies “dedicated to the God of Israel,” but since ancient times it has been interpreted as “The [mighty] God, the God of Israel.”  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]We can see the profound change that this trip has wrought in Jacob, now Israel.  His interactions with his twin brother reveal a completely different character.  Formerly so concerned with priority, Jacob now completely humbles himself to Esau.  And then he dwells in peace in the land of his fathers, newly dedicated to his faith.  
