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Genesis 35:1—Genesis 35:29
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Wanted to obey God
· Wanted his household to be consecrated to God
· Wanted to honor God and place reminders of all the things that God had told him
· Must have had a lot of grief from the things that happen in this chapter—the loss of Rebekah’s nurse, the death of Rachel, Reuben’s behavior, and eventually the death of his father Isaac  
GOD:
· Protected Jacob and his family by instructing them to move
· Intended to remind Jacob of his commitment to God and his new identity, Israel
RACHEL:
· Wanted to name her younger son for her suffering in childbirth
REUBEN:
· Must have wanted to dishonor his father
· Had a serious lack of self-control and moral sense
What was the purpose of the visit to Beth-el?  
Jacob feared that the treacherous massacre of the Shechemites by Simeon and Levi would cause the other Canaanite tribes to take revenge.  Jacob probably reflected on the horrible deed and its expected consequences without knowing what to do.  But in this perplexity God appeared once more and instructed Jacob as to what course of action he should take.  The prospect of meeting with God at Bethel led to a thorough work of reform, including the removal of idols and jewelry from the family.  It seems that Jacob had found residence in the vicinity of Shechem so pleasant and satisfactory that he had delayed paying his vows made to God at Bethel.  The situation resulting from the horrible crime of his sons had once more made him conscious of his need of closer fellowship with God and more careful obedience to His will.  The move to Bethel was well calculated to remind him of his past life and to draw him and his family closer to God.  
Where did the idols mentioned in verses 2-4 come from?  Why did Jacob bury them?  Why are earrings involved?  
Out of consideration for his wives, Jacob had tolerated the presence of idols in their tents.  These strange gods probably included those that Rachel had stolen from her father, the images belonging to the servants, and others which may have come into the possession of Jacob’s sons with the spoils of Shechem.  Not only were the actual idols delivered to Jacob for removal from the household, but also all their jewelry.  Whether the earrings were simply ornaments, or idolatrous amulets as some commentators think, is not clear.  But regardless these things would have been a barrier to their re-dedication to God and His will.  Jacob disposed of all of these things completely, burying them under a tree.  They might otherwise have again become a source of temptation.  
Consider verses 9-15.  Why does God re-name Jacob again?  What is the drink offering and oil for?  
God confirms to Jacob the name Israel, already given at Peniel, and with it the promise of a numerous seed and possession of the land of Canaan.  In form and substance this promise resembles that made to Abraham more than the previous one given at Bethel.  This assures Jacob that he is still being protected by God, that despite everything he still has a special relationship with God.  Jacob sets up a pillar as a memorial of this communication, and pours a “drink offering” and oil to consecrate the stone to that purpose.  
Why did Rachel name her younger son “Benoni”?  Why did his father change the name?  
Rachel names her younger son “Benoni,” meaning “son of my pain,” or “son of my misfortune” as she lay dying in childbirth.  Under the circumstances, from her point of view, it was a most appropriate name.  But as a true optimist, Jacob felt that his youngest son should have a name expressing courage and hope, a name that would always remind him of the joy that came to his heart at the birth of his 12th son rather than his sorrow at the loss of Rachel.  Thus he called his youngest “Benjamin,” meaning “son of the right hand.”  Yamin, “right” connotes happiness and prosperity, and in Arabic, good fortune as well.  This was an extremely positive name.  
Consider verse 22.  Why would Reuben do such a thing?  Why didn’t Israel react?  
Reuben must have intended to deliberately dishonor his father.  Bilhah was the mother of some of Reuben’s brothers, so this cannot have been solely an expression of lust.  As Bilhah was Jacob’s wife in at least some senses, this was an act of incest.  Following the words “Israel heard it” the Hebrew text has a gap which led the ancient Jewish rabbis to comment, “there is a hiatus in this verse.”  There is little that Israel could have said to represent the mingled shame and sorrow, indignation and horror, with which the wickedness of his eldest son must have filled him.  This is a hideous act, and it seems doubtful that Israel knew how to react.  But when the time came to pronounce a blessing on his sons, the dying Jacob felt that Reuben had by his crime forfeited the birthright, his position of temporal and spiritual leadership in the family.  The first was given to Judah, the second to Levi.  
Isaac lived to the age of 180, and his death is recorded in verse 29.  Is this account ordered chronologically?  Why are we given this information at this time?  
Jacob was 120 at the death of his father.  He was 130 when he stood before the Pharaoh.  At that time, Joseph had been governor of Egypt for 9 years.  Jacob was therefore 121 years old when Joseph was promoted (at the age of 30) and 108 when Joseph was sold (at the age of 17).  Consequently, Isaac was 168 years of age when Joseph was sold into slavery.  Since Isaac died at the age of 180, he lived for 12 years after Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt.  Thus this account is not chronological.  Isaac’s obituary is inserted in anticipation of his actual death in order to avoid interrupting the history of Joseph.  Isaac’s death apparently actually came toward the close of Joseph’s three years in prison.  
Observations:                                         References:
· In verse 8, we note that Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died.  She must have been greatly advanced in age.  It must have grieved Jacob a great deal to lose this connection to his mother.  That Deborah had become a member of Jacob’s household may be accounted for by supposing that Rebekah had sent her to Haran, or that she had left the home of Isaac after Rebekah’s death.  
· The phrasing “God went up...” in verse 13 clearly suggest that this experience at Bethel was neither a vision nor a strong mental impression of the divine presence, but a real manifestation of God.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This chapter teaches us what to do when things go really, really wrong.  After the massacre at Shechem, Jacob seeks direction from God.  Then he tells his family to “be clean,” flinging idolatry from his camp.  A re-dedication to God is the best response when things go incredibly badly.  The rest of the chapter gives us insight into the state of Jacob’s family, preparing us for the story of Joseph.  
