Preparation Guide 37:  Joseph’s Dreams
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Genesis 37:1—Genesis 37:36
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Loved Joseph, both as Rachel’s firstborn and for himself, and trusted Joseph more than his older brothers
· Recognized Joseph’s godly character traits
· Intended to make Joseph his heir, placing him over his older brothers
· Wanted the brothers to reconcile
· Was grief-stricken when he thought Joseph was dead
JOSEPH:
· Was proud of his status in the family and his father’s trust
· Was unaware of the depth of his brothers’ resentment, possibly because of his youth
REUBEN:
· As the eldest brother, he may have felt somewhat responsible to Joseph.  At any rate, he had no intention of allowing him to be killed.  
· Was probably afraid of his brothers turning on him if he openly refused to allow Joseph to be killed  
JUDAH:
· Hated Joseph for his status, his dreams, and the preference shown to him by their father
· Was greedy.  After the first rush of anger, he may have been a bit hesitant to actually kill his brother  
JOSEPH’S OTHER BROTHERS:
· Were extremely resentful of Joseph’s status in their father’s eyes—believing that this status rightfully belonged to them
· Hated the idea that Joseph—their baby brother—would one day rule over them.  Hated Joseph for “rubbing it in” with his dreams even more
· Were furious that this young irritant had potentially come to spy on them and report their behavior to their father
· When their anger was somewhat mollified, after they had thrown Joseph in the pit, some of the brothers may ultimately have been hesitant to kill their younger brother in cold blood, which made Judah’s suggestion a welcome one
Why did Joseph’s brothers “hate” him?  Why did the coat cause problems?  Did his brothers have a point?
Jacob’s fondness for Joseph was natural, as he saw in the youth not only the son of his beloved Rachel, but also a refinement of character which stood in some contrast to his older sons.  Sadly, Jacob made no attempt to conceal his preference for Joseph.  Instead, with inordinate and obvious partiality, Jacob made evident his preference for Rachel’s son by presenting him with an expensive and princely garment.  As might have been expected, such a mark of esteem was distasteful to his other sons and, had it not been for Joseph’s essentially sound character, might have been injurious to Joseph himself.  Certainly Joseph’s brothers do have a point.  They would naturally expect to be loved as their father’s sons, rather than put off by such clear favoritism.  Unfortunately, like many people, they attacked a soft target instead of dealing with the roots of the problem.  
What significance do Joseph’s dreams have?  Where did they come from?  Why does Joseph relate them to his brothers?  How does Jacob react to these dreams?  
The significance of the dreams, plainly interpreted in the text, is that Joseph will in the future take headship of the family.  Though it is not stated that Joseph’s dreams were from God, the subsequent history of his life makes it virtually certain that this was the case, and that they were not the reflection of any personal ambition on his part, as his brothers believed.  Joseph’s decision to relate the second dream to his brothers, after seeing how they had reacted to the first one, reveals a certain immaturity of judgement.  This dream could only intensify their anger and resentment.  Joseph seems to have felt a certain satisfaction in telling his dreams and watching his brother’s envy and anger.  Though Jacob disapproved of the narration of the dream, he could not avoid being impressed by the way in which it reflected his own thoughts.  The coat signified that Jacob intended to make Joseph his heir.  
Why does Jacob send Joseph out to his brothers?  
Jacob sent Joseph to check on his other sons, being as they were far away and had been gone a long time.  Probably Jacob was still considering the massacre of the Shechemites, and the potential consequences that might come from it.  He wanted to be sure that his sons were safe.  Jacob was apparently unaware of how keenly his older sons hated Joseph, something that they had tried to keep hidden from him.  
What is the plan for Joseph that the brothers came up with?  Why do you think that Reuben objects?    
The initial plan is to kill Joseph, throw his body in a pit, and claim that he had been killed by some wild animal.  Reuben put a stop to it, suggesting that they imprison him alive in the pit.  He intended to rescue Joseph and send him back to their father.  Though Reuben had been far from perfect himself, his heart was not so hard as his brothers’.  As the eldest, he felt a special responsibility for his younger brother and determined to save him from them.  Weak and vacillating as he was, Reuben appears to have been the only one of Joseph’s elder brothers in whom the natural fraternal affection was not completely lost.  Although he lacked the courage to resist openly their stronger wills, he at least made a timid attempt to save Joseph’s life.  
Why does Judah suggest an alternate plan?  Why do his brothers agree?  Why doesn’t Reuben object?  
Judah saw in the appearance of the Ishmaelite caravan a means for permanently disposing of Joseph without taking his life.  This would effectively eliminate him from further competition in the contest for the birthright.  The brothers reasoned, no doubt, that Joseph had done little to increase family fortunes, and they saw no reason why he should inherit the wealth that their hands had produced.  Judah’s proposal was a welcome one to his brothers, who had recovered from their initial murderous impulse and now probably found themselves somewhat reluctant to lay their own hands upon him.  It would be a difficult thing to look their father in the eye after murdering his favorite son, and even these reckless young men may have begun to realize this.  Reuben doesn’t object because he isn’t there.  He had left before Joseph arrived, concerned that his brothers would be able to read his intention to save the young man.  
How does Reuben react when he discovers what his brothers have done?  Why?  
This whole transaction has taken place in his absence and without his knowledge.  Reuben is horrified.  He had planned to return Joseph safely to his father.  Reuben cries out and tears his clothing in grief.  Now he was at a loss to know how he, as the eldest, was to give an account to Jacob for the disappearance of Joseph.  
How does Jacob react when he is presented with the ruined coat?  Does he suspect the truth?  How do the brothers react to their father’s grief?  
Jacob never seems to suspect for a moment that his older sons might have acted out their murderous intentions.  He never suspects deception of any kind.  Believing that Joseph is dead, he refuses to be comforted.  His other sons become concerned.  The callous criminals who were so willing to murder their own brother with their own hands now became tender comforters, seeking to mollify the grief they had cruelly brought upon their father.  
God has promised protection to Jacob and his family.  Why does He allow Joseph to be sold to Potiphar the Egyptian?  
Though no one involved was aware of it at the time, God was guiding Joseph’s footsteps.  God knows that there will be a need in the future for the Jacob and his family to shelter in Egypt.  He knows further that His people will need to draw on some vast resources before they can take up their ownership of Canaan.  Before all this, Joseph’s youthful character must be perfected.  Joseph’s trip to Egypt as a slave is a small but necessary step in preparing this glorious future for His people.  God is protecting Jacob as well as the rest of his family, by preparing a place of refuge for them in Egypt.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Joseph’s coat “of many colors” was probably not the rainbow-colored object of the pictures.  The word translated “of many colors” is uncertain.  It may simply mean dyed, when most clothing was not.  It may even mean that it was a long robe with sleeves, rather than the commonly worn tunic.  Such a garment would not be suitable to working and was the type worn by children of noble rank.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sometimes it is so hard to see God’s plan.  Our perspective is so miniscule, while God’s point of view ineffably vast.  Surely Joseph had a hard time imagining God’s plan for him, as he was hauled away to Egypt as a slave.  Surely it would seem to someone in such circumstances that God had abandoned them.  Instead, with the benefit of the Bible and hundreds of years of history, we are able to understand that God’s plan for Joseph not only included allowing him to be hauled off as a slave, but required it.  The fabulous history of the Israelites depends in no small part on this event.  There is little hope that we can understand God’s vast plans without this kind of help.  We just have to do as Joseph did, and trust Him.  
