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Genesis 40:1—Genesis 40:23
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JOSEPH:
· Wanted to obey God
· Was kind and solicitous to those under his care
· Continued to be greatly respected by those he worked for
BUTLER:
· Described as “sad,” probably also very anxious about his fate and his strange dream
· Was probably really grateful to hear the interpretations of the dream
· Forgot about his gratitude quickly once restored to his position 
BAKER:
· Was also described as “sad”
· Probably also deeply anxious about his fate, and worried about his strange dream
· Was motivated to tell Joseph about the dream only because of the positive interpretation that the butler received
· Was probably very worried—and possibly angry—about the interpretation that he had received 
What do the first four verses of this chapter tell us about the prison?  About Joseph’s role at the prison?  
These two high officials were committed to the custody of the commander of the royal bodyguard.  This officer was Potiphar, Joseph’s master and owner (Ch. 37:36).  Potiphar placed them in the same state prison in which Joseph was held, and since their cases were still under investigation, and they themselves were high officers of state, he charged Joseph to wait upon them and act as their attendant.  This only makes sense because Joseph was largely running the prison, and was probably considered to be innocent by Potiphar.  
What is the butler’s dream?  What is the symbolism here?  What does it mean?  
The butler dreams of a grape vine with three branches, which budded and grew blossoms and then grapes.  The butler pressed them into juice in Pharaoh’s cup, and then gave the cup to Pharaoh.  The three branches represent three days, and the cup given to Pharaoh is symbolic of the butler’s return to his duties.  Joseph told the butler that he would be found innocent and return to his job in three days.  
Consider verses 14-15.  Why do you think Joseph makes this appeal at this time to this man?  Does it work?
If Joseph lived in Egypt when it was ruled by the Hyksos, as the evidence seems to indicate, the butler was probably not an Egyptian.  Joseph might therefore more reasonably expect help from him than if he had been an Egyptian.  Investigation of Joseph’s case, if ordered by the king, would involve Joseph’s master, a native Egyptian.  Joseph intended to appeal to the man’s gratitude.  Unfortunately, it does not work because the butler quickly forgot his gratitude.  
What is the baker’s dream?  What is the symbolism here?  What does it mean?     
The baker dreams of three white baskets on his head, containing baked goods such as Pharaoh might eat.  Then the birds came and ate the food in the baskets.  The three baskets represent three days, and the birds represent, well, birds, specifically carrion birds.  Joseph tells the man that in three days he would be executed by beheading, after which the body would be publicly exhibited as a warning to others.  
Observations:                                         References:
· The “butler” is literally “the cupbearer,” an important court official.  He was responsible personally for tasting everything the king drank, as a guarantee that it was free from poison and other harmful ingredients.  
· Some incident must have suggested to Pharaoh that either his baker or his cupbearer had tried to poison him.  That one of the two was later restored to office and the other executed indicates that investigation had convinced the king of the innocence of one and the guilt of the other.  
· Joseph must have remembered the dreams that God had given him previously, and remembering that God was still with him, he sought to help the two dejected men in their perplexity.  Bearing his own misfortunes with cheerful resignation and admirable fortitude, Joseph, by his friendly nature, was led to sympathize with other unfortunates, who lacked the inner strength that buoyed him up.  It was not out of curiosity but with an earnest desire to assist those in need that Joseph offered the two men his help.  At the same time he pointed them to God, his own source of strength and consolation.  
· The cupbearer apparently promised Joseph that he would speak on his behalf.  When the ensuing weeks and months brought no evidence of the cupbearer’s gratitude, Joseph probably began to wonder whether he was to pine away his whole life in prison.  At the same time, the fulfillment of the dreams of the court officers may have encouraged him to believe that in some way his own dreams would come true.  But, for the moment, the ingratitude of the cupbearer must have been a painful experience for Joseph.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Joseph is an example of the importance of maintaining a cheerful, kindly, Christian attitude regardless of the circumstances in which we find ourselves.  We should strive to help others, regardless of the unfairness of the things that have happened to us.  God had a purpose for Joseph, even in prison.  We can safely conclude that no matter where we are, God has a purpose for us to serve.  
