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Genesis 41:33—Genesis 41:57
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
PHARAOH:
· Believed Joseph’s interpretation of his dreams, and felt that a famine would come as described
· Felt that Joseph’s counsel was so sound and pleasing that he would be the best person to deal with the coming emergency
· Trusted Joseph immediately, enough to give him tremendous emergency powers
· May have wanted to give Joseph social and political connections as well as authority, so married him to a woman from one of the most eminent priestly families
JOSEPH:
· Continued to serve God faithfully in his new exalted position
· Continued to work diligently in his new position, as he had previously
· Preserved the worship of God within his new family
· Organized the preservation of the Egyptians as well as providing for people of the surrounding lands 
Why did the Pharaoh appoint Joseph to this new position?  
Pharaoh declares that Joseph is “a man in whom the Spirit of God is.”  It is not entirely clear in what sense Pharaoh understood the word ‘Elohim, the plural of ‘Eloah.  It is used by Bible writers to designate both the true God and heathen deities.  Whether Pharaoh was referring to the true God or to several of his own gods is uncertain, although Joseph had clearly used the singular verb form in describing God’s activities.  Since he was certainly an idolater and a polytheist, Pharaoh may have conceived that Joseph was talking of “gods.”  In any case, it was clear to Pharaoh that Joseph had a connection to a divine power, and that he was a wise and careful man.  Clearly Pharaoh thought that these were sufficient reasons to give Joseph his new position.  
Why do you suppose that the people of the court accepted Joseph’s new position?  
The people of the court were afraid.  They believed in the importance of Pharaoh’s dreams, and they wanted to preserve themselves.  There was almost certainly some political maneuvering in the court after Joseph was appointed, but God’s protecting hand, Joseph’s own humble and hard-working nature, and the political connections afforded by his marriage must have protected him from these machinations.  
How was Joseph inaugurated into his new office?  What were the duties and powers of his new job?  
From numerous tomb reliefs of high Egyptian officials, we have a pretty good understanding of this type of inauguration.  These reliefs show the Pharaoh, usually standing in the “window of appearance” of his palace, handing out the insignia of high office, the “ring” described in verse 42.   The honored official is provided with a wardrobe of fine linen, such as the Pharaoh and high priests wore, as is also described here.  There is also a gold collar, described here as a “chain,” which is part of the wardrobe of the office.  Some of these are preserved in museums, and they have hanging from them and inscription giving the king’s names and titles.  Joseph was responsible for collecting a special tax, which would put one fifth of all the grain grown in Egypt under his control.  This was not a great hardship to the farmers, because the crops during the first seven years were so plentiful.  Then Joseph was the one responsible for organizing the distribution of the grain during the famine.  
What happened when the famine began?  How did it affect Egypt?  The surrounding lands?  
At the beginning of the years of famine, Pharaoh directed the hungry Egyptians to do whatever Joseph instructed.  We know that Egypt has always relied on the flooding of the Nile to produce food.  Even during the drought, some food was still grown because of the water provided by the Nile.  Pliny wrote “the ordinary height [of the flooding] is 16 cubits.  When the waters are lower, they do not overflow the whole ground; when higher, it takes a long time for them to recede.  In the first case the ground is not saturated; in the second, the waters are detained so long on the ground that seed-time is lost.  The administration takes cognizance of both.  At a height of only 12 cubits a famine is the consequence.  Even at 13 cubits hunger prevails; 14 cubits produces general rejoicing; 15, perfect security; and 16, all the luxuries of life.” (Natural History v. 10).  Even though some food was still grown when the flooding was at 12 or 13 cubits, it was not enough to support the whole population of Egypt.  But God’s intervention and Joseph’s exceptional administrative skills had provided for such a famine.  The surrounding lands, away from the Nile, would have been even more affected.  Notice that the grain, belonging to the Pharaoh, was sold to the people, not provided to them.  This ensured that the precious food was not wasted, as it had to be made to last for seven long years.  This economy also permitted Joseph to sell to the surrounding lands.  The wealth of the great Egyptian families as well as that of surrounding areas was thus gathered and available to the Israelites at the Exodus.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Joseph’s marriage to an Egyptian woman seems not to have weakened his allegiance to God.  His sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, were apparently brought up in the Hebrew religion, since they were made heads of two tribes of Israel.  Joseph’s strong loyalty to God may even have been the means of converting his Egyptian wife.  
· It seems a little curious that Joseph did not reach out to his father once he had a secure, wealthy position in Egypt.  Had he really forgotten his father’s affections?  Did he feel no obligation to let the aged man know he was still alive?  Obviously he still cared about his father and brothers, as we see when his brothers come to him for grain.  But he did not reach out, even after he had the means to do so.  Maybe he was hesitant to reveal to his father the wickedness of which his brothers had been guilty.  Perhaps there was a divine impulse warning him that the time had not yet arrived.  In any case, it is clear that since God chose to place Joseph in Egypt, Joseph was committed to working there to the best of his ability.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Joseph had suffered great misfortune and injustice during his time in Egypt, but these events had fitted him to have a great deal of responsibility in Egypt.  We often feel that misfortune is a good excuse for bitterness, but that is the opposite of the reaction that we see here.  Joseph was grateful that God had built him a home, even though it was in the land of his exile.  Previous misery could not embitter his present state of happiness, because his adversity had been transformed into prosperity.  We need to follow this example of genuine gratitude in our own lives.  
