Preparation Guide 42:  Joseph’s Brothers
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Genesis 42:1—Genesis 42:38
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JOSEPH:
· Wanted to test his brothers and determine whether they had changed, especially with regard to himself and Benjamin.
· Wanted to help soften his brothers’ hearts, drawing parallels between his own experience and Simeon’s current Egyptian imprisonment.
· Was concerned for Benjamin’s treatment and wanted to see his little brother
JOSEPH’S BROTHERS:
· Were humbled by the great Egyptian ruler to whom they spoke.
· Began to feel very guilty about their treatment of Joseph.  They saw the parallels between Joseph’s experience and their own imprisonment.  They acknowledged their own guilt.  
· Wanted to do the right thing by Simeon and take Benjamin to Egypt.  
JACOB:
· Wanted to get grain from Egypt to save his family.  
· Did not trust his older sons with Benjamin.  
Why did all ten of the older brothers make the trip to Egypt?  Why didn’t Benjamin go?  
Jacob may have been concerned for safety, so he sent all ten of his older sons to Egypt.  It’s also possible that grain would be distributed to heads of families, so sending all ten brothers would enable them to get more grain from Egypt.   Certainly the larger party would enable them to transport more grain home.  There was a very real risk of raiders on such caravans due to the famine conditions, so the larger party would be safer.  Jacob, as we see later in the story, did not trust his older sons with Benjamin.  He must have been more than 20 years of age, but Jacob wanted to keep his youngest son with him.  
Why did Joseph insist on seeing Benjamin?  Why did he imprison his brothers for three days? 
Joseph was concerned that his older brothers were mistreating Benjamin, as they had mistreated him.  He knew how his father would feel about Benjamin after he was gone, and he was concerned about how his brothers could have reacted to that.  He may have been understandably anxious that all 10 of his elder brothers were present while Benjamin was not.  They could easily have harmed him during their travels.  Jacob imprisoned his brothers to soften and test them.  He was probably interested in listening to their conversations as well.  
Why did Joseph insist on a prisoner?  Why did he choose Simeon in particular?  Why did the brothers accept this arrangement?  
Imprisoning Simeon gave Joseph’s brothers a good reason to return with Benjamin, confirming their story and Benjamin’s safety.  Simeon had been the chief instigator of the treatment that Joseph had received, which made him the most appropriate prisoner.  The brothers had little choice but to accept this arrangement.  They needed to return with food for their families, and they hoped their father would permit Benjamin to return with them.  
Why did Joseph return his brothers’ money?  Why did their “heart fail them” when they discovered it?
Joseph did not return the money maliciously, but could not bring himself to accept money from his father and brothers for food.  Even if he may have thought it possible that his brothers would be alarmed when the found it, he saw no reason for sparing them this anxiety.  It would help to soften their hearts still more.  The brothers were terrified because they could not understand how their money came to be in the sacks.  They were afraid of the consequences for Simeon, and for themselves, should this mighty Egyptian ruler think that they had somehow cheated him, or stolen from him.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Joseph recognized his brothers immediately, but they did not recognize him.  They hadn’t seen him for 20 years.  Joseph spoke Egyptian, probably wore Egyptian court attire, and was probably clean-shaven, as that was the Egyptian fashion.  The thought of connecting Joseph to this mighty Egyptian probably would have seemed absurd to his brothers.  
· Upon hearing his sons’ report, Jacob accused them of responsibility for the loss of both Joseph and Simeon.  And now they wanted to take Benjamin away as well.  His sons knew that he spoke more truly than he was even aware, and were convicted of their guilt.  
· In response to this conviction, Reuben offers his own sons to be killed if he were unable to return Benjamin safely home.  The offer is probably well-meant.  This represents a supreme sacrifice on Reuben’s part, but it doesn’t seem the most reasonable approach.  It seems unlikely that Jacob would react to the loss of his youngest son by murdering his grandchildren.  And Jacob does not respond positively to this suggestion.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This story gives evidence of how a truly godly man treats those who have so badly wronged him.  Joseph has all the power here.  He could throw his brothers into jail as spies forever, sell them into slavery, or do almost anything he likes with them in revenge.  Or he could indulge himself in a tearful reunion with his brothers, assuming that they had learned their lesson in the intervening years.  But Joseph doesn’t do either of these things.  Instead he sets out to see that Benjamin is protected, and that his older brothers’ hearts are softened for true conversion.  Joseph doesn’t do any of the easy things.  Instead, he tries to do what is best for all of his brothers.  
