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Page 5 of 5
Genesis 43:1—Genesis 43:34
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Hated the notion of sending Benjamin to Egypt in the company of his elder sons.  He probably didn’t trust them with Benjamin, and he certainly did not trust that the Egyptian ruler would allow Benjamin to return to him.  
· After accepting Judah’s argument that Benjamin had to go to Egypt to preserve the lives of the whole family, Jacob did everything he could to ensure Benjamin’s safety.  
JUDAH:
· Attempted to convince his father to allow Benjamin to go to Egypt so that the family might have enough food to survive.  
· Did everything he could to assure Jacob that he would do everything possible to protect Benjamin.  
JOSEPH:
· Was delighted to see his brothers, particularly Benjamin, and wanted very much to reveal himself, but felt that he needed to test his older brothers in regard to Benjamin and himself.  
Why does Jacob consent to the plan to take Benjamin to Egypt?  
It was necessary that someone go to Egypt for supplies, as the food had run out.  When Jacob directs his sons to return to Egypt for this purpose, Judah insists that there is no point in returning to Egypt without Benjamin.  He explains that the official in charge of distributing food would not even listen to their pleas if they did not have Benjamin to accompany them.  Either Benjamin goes, or the whole family starves.  Eventually Jacob is forced to agree, although he is extremely reluctant.  
How does Jacob intend to deal with this demanding Egyptian ruler?  Why?  
Jacob intends to protect Benjamin by currying favor with the ruler in question.  He organizes a series of presents, things that were not common in Egypt, to offer to Joseph.  Jacob hopes that this additional gift will encourage the Egyptian ruler to permit his sons to return safely.  He also sends double payment, the money that was returned on the first trip as well as money to pay for additional supplies.  He hopes that the returned money on the first trip was an oversight, and that giving the money back will keep Benjamin safe.  Jacob doesn’t have any choice about sending Benjamin to Egypt, but he does everything he can to ensure his safe return.  
Why are Joseph’s brothers concerned about being invited to Joseph’s home?  How do they treat Joseph?    
The brothers are deeply alarmed because of this unusual reception.  They assume that they are being treated atypically because of the issue of the returned money, so they immediately go to the steward to explain the situation and their humble willingness to pay double the amount for another quantity of food.  The steward was apparently aware of Joseph’s plans, and reassured them that everything was in order with the money.  He also returned Simeon to them.  When Joseph arrives, his brothers offer the gifts that they had brought and humbly bow down to him.  
How does Joseph react to his brothers?  To Benjamin?  Why?
Seeing his brothers again, especially his youngest brother Benjamin, Joseph was overcome with affection for them.  He had to hastily withdraw to his own rooms because of the intensity of his reaction.  He hadn’t seen Benjamin for something on the order of 22 years, and he was overcome with love for his youngest brother.  But he had a plan to test his brothers, and he wasn’t ready yet to reveal himself to them.  So regaining his poise, he washed his face, rejoined his guests, and ordered dinner to be served.  
Observations:                                         References:
· The “honey” referred to in verse 11 is probably not bee honey, since bee honey was plentiful in Egypt, and a small quantity of bee honey would not have made a respectable gift.  More likely it was a substance known as “grape honey,” essentially jam, made by boiling down grape juice to between half and a third of its original volume.  
· The peculiar meal arrangements in verse 32 were made because Egyptians would not typically eat at the same table as foreigners.  Thus Joseph had his own table, and his brothers were also seated separately.  
· In verse 33, Joseph’s brothers marvel at their seating, which is in the order of their birth.  They were amazed because they were persuaded that Joseph had somehow supernaturally divined their ages.  
· To honor the guests, verse 34 indicates that special servings were brought to them from Joseph’s table.  To show Benjamin special favor he sent choice cuts five times larger than the others.  Joseph was testing his brothers to determine their real feelings toward Benjamin and thus toward himself.  He wanted to know if they envied and hated their youngest brother, as they had formerly envied and hated Joseph.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Joseph must have been greatly relieved to see his youngest brother again.  He certainly reacted with strong emotion when he saw Benjamin safely arrived in his house.  It would be natural for Joseph to reveal himself immediately.  But instead he sticks to his larger plan, hoping to help soften his brothers’ hearts and re-unite the family.  Managing a complex and long-standing family situation like this is an impressive example of Joseph’s personal restraint and godly wisdom.  Joseph, Jacob, and even Judah are good examples to us here of the power of self-denial.  
