Preparation Guide 45:  A Family Reunited
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Genesis 45:1—Genesis 45:28
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JOSEPH:
· Overwhelmed with affection for his brothers, Joseph “could not refrain himself” from revealing his identity to his brothers
· Wanted to relieve his brothers’ guilt and grief over their actions of so many years ago
· Wanted to be reunited with his father as well as his brothers, and wanted them to come to Egypt where he could look after them
JOSEPH’S BROTHERS:
· They “were troubled,” and probably in shock at Joseph’s revelation
· Must have been relieved after the cathartic reunion with Joseph, but they must have been equal parts delighted and filled with dread over the report they would be forced to give to their father
PHARAOH:
· Was pleased with Joseph and grateful to him, so he was pleased to welcome Joseph’s family.  
· Was extremely generous, offering land and gifts, and even sending transportation so that they could travel more easily
JACOB:
· Must have been utterly shocked, so much so that he didn’t believe his son’s report at first
· When persuaded that Joseph was alive, he was eager to go to Egypt to be with him
How do Joseph’s brothers react to his revelation?  
The observation that “they were troubled” seems like an understatement.  The men were speechless.  They were terrified, not only because of Joseph’s greatness, but by the recollection of their terrible crime against him.  So far, they had only been aware of divine retribution for that act and had not feared human punishment, since no one knew what they had done except the brothers themselves.  Now they were at the mercy of the one whom they had wronged so profoundly.  Little wonder that they were troubled.  
What does Joseph say about the reason for his life in Egypt?  What does this tell us about Joseph?
What a picture of forgiveness this is!  Joseph asserts that God sent him to Egypt, so that he could “preserve life.”  He states that God had allowed him to become wealthy and powerful in Egypt, so that the whole family would be able to prosper there.  Joseph was a great man.  There would have been justice in taking a harsh tone with the brothers who had used him so cruelly, but instead Joseph had nothing but sympathy, consideration, and gentleness for his brothers.  
How does the Pharaoh learn about Joseph’s brothers?  How does he react?  Why?  
No doubt the rumors of Joseph’s tearful reunion quickly made their way around the court.  Though Joseph had the authority to invite his family, he apparently felt that it was right and proper to seek the Pharaoh’s personal approval, which the Pharaoh was happy to give.  It is evident also that Joseph’s administrative ability, demonstrated now for nine years, had so pleased the king and the other statesmen of Egypt, that they were delighted to invite Joseph’s relatives to make their home in Egypt.  To the Pharaoh it was an opportunity to show his gratitude.  
When his sons return with momentous news, how does Jacob react?  Why?  
When Joseph’s brothers return home bringing word that Joseph was not only alive but ruler of all Egypt, the shock was so great that Jacob’s heart nearly stopped.  When his sons had come with news of Joseph’s supposed death, Jacob had readily believed their lies.  Now that they came telling the truth, Jacob would not believe them at all.  Only the costly gifts and the Egyptian carriages finally convinced him of the truth.  When he was convinced, the realization that his long-lost son was still living and the anticipation of the imminent reunion with him invigorated the aged patriarch.  His vitality revived, as is apparent from the immediate decision to go to Egypt.  The sight of Joseph would be rich compensation for all the long years of sorrow and anguish, and would crown his life with joy.  
Observations:                                         References:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Joseph describes his position as “a father to Pharaoh,” meaning that he is honored and respected by Pharaoh.  He adds that he was “lord” of all Pharaoh’s house, a description offered by the king himself at the time of Joseph’s appointment.  It indicates that Joseph stood at the head of the royal household.  Finally he adds the description “ruler throughout all the land of Egypt,” another title bestowed directly by Pharaoh.  These descriptions together imply the vastness of Joseph’s responsibilities and his tremendous authority in his adopted land.  We can certainly tell that Joseph’s role was not limited to distributing food—he was a ruler, a viceroy of Egypt, with genuine political power.  
· Joseph intends to give his family the land of “Goshen,” in the eastern part of the Nile delta, one of the richest sections of Egypt in modern times as well as ancient times.  
· Joseph had asked his brothers to come to Egypt with all their possessions.  Pharaoh, in contrast, expressed his good will by inviting them to leave all their household furniture behind and accept the bounties of Egypt in token of his gratitude for what Joseph had done.  
· Joseph gives changes of clothing to his brothers, probably fine court clothing.  Thus on arrival in Egypt they would not be unduly conspicuous.  
· Joseph has a profound understanding of human nature, and he is aware that his brothers will talk matters over amongst themselves once they begin their return trip.  He had already heard Reuben denounce his brothers severely for their actions regarding Joseph.  So he might well suppose that a serious quarrel might result from their discussions on the trip home.  Therefore he tells them “see that ye fall not out by the way” before they leave.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
This is a beautiful example of the forgiveness of a godly man.  Joseph has every excuse to take revenge on his vicious brothers.  But instead he makes every effort to take away blame, giving God sole credit for sending him to Egypt so that he might serve a higher purpose.  He tells his brothers not to fight on the way home, implying that there is no blame to spread.  What a beautiful example of godly love and true forgiveness.  
