Preparation Guide 46:  Joseph Meets His Father
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Genesis 46:1—Genesis 46:34
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Wanted to see Joseph
· Wanted to make sure that God approved of his trip to Egypt
JOSEPH:
· Was overwhelmed with joy at his reunion with his father
· Wanted his family to have a good life in Egypt, but he also wanted them to retain their unique culture and beliefs, not be absorbed into an Egyptian lifestyle
Why did Jacob go to Beersheba?  
Jacob’s trip to Egypt led him near Beersheba on the southern borders of Canaan.  When Jacob passed this place, possibly still having the remains of his father’s altar, he stopped to offer sacrifices to God, probably thank offerings for the good tidings concerning Joseph.  Jacob may also have desired to consult with God concerning his trip to Egypt, seeing as God had previously recommended that his forefathers remain in Canaan, the land promised to them.  
Consider the naming here of Jacob/Israel.  In verse one, he is called Israel.  In verse two, God calls him Jacob.  Why do you suppose this is?  
Possibly God called him Jacob instead of Israel to remind him of what he had been, since he had seen his own former character clearly reflected in that of his sons.  Jacob had deceived his own father in his youth, and now he knew that his sons had deceived him concerning Joseph for 22 years.  Perhaps this reminder was intended to help bring reconciliation and forgiveness between father and sons.  
Why does God tell Jacob to “fear not?”  
Jacob need not be afraid to go to Egypt.  This assurance indicates that Jacob must have been afraid that he was doing wrong by travelling there.  Jacob desperately wanted to see his long-lost son, but he was also aware of the evil consequences of Abraham’s trip to Egypt, and that God had once forbidden Isaac to go there during a famine.  Whether or not his trip would meet with God’s approval must have been a serious question in Jacob’s mind.  But here God expressed approval of the journey and assured him that God would go with him, and that the divine promises regarding his progeny were still valid.  God also promises that his family will come up once again out of Egypt to live in the land of promise.  
How does the meeting between Joseph and Jacob go?  How does Joseph react to seeing his father?  How does Jacob react to seeing Joseph?
This meeting brought the lives of both men to a climax.  We can only imagine how they both must have longed desperately for this reunion, and how overwhelmed they must have been when they finally saw each other again.  There must have been many joyful tears on both parts.  Certainly Jacob must have felt that life could hold no greater contentment than to see his beloved son, so long thought dead, living in contentment and prosperity and reunited with his family.  
Why does Joseph give his brothers advice about professing their occupation in verse 34?
One of the first things that Joseph intended to do was to introduce his relatives to the Pharaoh, a natural thing since Pharaoh had taken such a personal interest in his family.  The Pharaoh may have intended to appoint some of them as officers, thinking that they might be as useful to him as Joseph.  But Joseph, well aware of the temptations of Egyptian court life, and the vacillating characters of his brothers, feared that they might soon succumb to an Egyptian lifestyle and lose their special part in God’s plan.  So Joseph instructed them to state their occupation as shepherds, which would serve to isolate them from the Egyptians and keep them free from the temptations of court life.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Verse 8 gives the first occurrence of the expression “the children of Israel.”  The size of Jacob’s family, as given here, comes to a total of 70 people.  It’s a large family by today’s standards, but it was to grow into an entire nation in Egypt.  
· It is worth noting, however, that this list (mostly) does not include the women.  It is tremendously unlikely that of Jacob’s grandchildren, of whom 51 grandsons are enumerated by name, only one girl should have been born, the daughter of Asher.  She is probably mentioned because, like Dinah, she remained unmarried.  
· Verse 28 indicates that Jacob sent Judah “before him” into Egypt.  Judah, having already demonstrated remarkable qualities of leadership on the previous trip to Egypt, was naturally selected to represent the patriarch and announce his arrival.  Practically speaking, Judah would need to get necessary instructions from Joseph about the place of their settlement, so that he could direct the family appropriately.  The fact that Judah performed this task suggests that he had already been selected by Jacob as the inheritor of the birthright.  Benjamin, though greatly beloved, apparently lacked necessary qualities of leadership for this position.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sometimes God says “yes.”  Often the things we want or think that we need are not the best things for us.  We may pray for such things, but God says “no.”  But when we’re really trying to be God’s people we want the right things, the things that are best for us, and God works a miracle to arrange them.  God says “yes.”  And when that happens it’s amazing.  God healed Jacob’s family and miraculously brought Joseph and Jacob back together.  And when we’re right with Him, sometimes He does amazing things for us too.  
