Preparation Guide 47:  The Death of Jacob
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Genesis 47:1—Genesis 47:31
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Wanted to maintain his family in the ways of God
· Wanted to be buried in the same place as his forefathers, away from Egypt
· Wanted to give his family yet another reason to leave Egypt and return to the promised land
JOSEPH:
· Wanted to support his family
· Wanted to perform his duties and see that all Egypt had enough to eat and to plant—but he had a clear understanding of the politics, and he also made sure to benefit the Pharaoh  
PHARAOH:
· Was grateful to Joseph for all that he had done in helping to prevent disaster during the famine
· Wanted to show this gratitude by offering the very best of the land to Joseph’s family
· May have wanted to employ Joseph’s brothers as officials, considering how useful Joseph had been, but instead offered them a position overseeing his livestock
Once the Pharaoh granted permission for Joseph’s family to settle in the land of Goshen, Joseph introduced his father.  How did the meeting between Jacob and the Pharaoh go?  
Apparently the meeting was pleasant and respectful on all parts.  Jacob was certainly impressively long-lived by Egyptian standards, so the Pharaoh asked about his age.  But Jacob did not respond with any prideful statements.  He only spoke of the griefs of his long pilgrimage.  Interestingly, Jacob did not extend to the Pharaoh any of the customary formulas like “may the king live forever.”  Aware of his own responsibilities as a representative from God, Jacob instead pronounced a heavenly blessing on the king.  
Although Joseph’s family was well provided for, the Egyptians suffered terribly in the famine.  What did they have to give up for food?  What arrangement did Joseph, the Pharaoh, and the Egyptians finally come to?  
At first, the Egyptians were able to pay for the supplies that they needed.  But eventually they ran out of resources.  So Joseph accepted their livestock—horses, cattle, sheep, donkeys—in lieu of monetary payment.  These animals were probably left in the care of their owners, and they were to receive fodder for the animals and probably partial profit on them, though Pharaoh owned them and enjoyed the rest of the profit.  The second year after their money was gone, the Egyptians observed that serving as Pharaoh’s serfs would be preferable to remaining free but starving citizens.  Thus they sold their land to the Pharaoh and continued to work the land as serfs.  Thus Pharaoh provided the seed and the people provided the labor.  In return, a fifth part of the profits were directed to Pharaoh.  The people were apparently grateful to the Pharaoh and Joseph for this arrangement, since losing a fifth of their profit was far preferable to starving to death.  
Why does Jacob care so much about his burial site?    
Though Jacob’s insistence on the subject of his burial was due partly to a deep-seated attachment to the ground belonging to his ancestors, it was probably inspired chiefly by clear faith that Canaan was the true inheritance of Israel.  He wanted to bind his family to their future as inheritors of the promise.  Jacob knew that his family would eventually return to Canaan, their permanent home, and that Egypt was only a temporary refuge.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Verse 11 describes Goshen as “the land of Ramses.”  This must have been a later name for the same area, which would have been familiar to Moses’ original audience.  
· This chapter describes serious social revolution in Egypt and the surrounding lands.  Previously lands and property were in the hands of private individuals.  Afterward, these things were under state control.  This represents a dramatic change in social structure.  The only significant property not under state control was in the hands of the priests.  This is significant because the wealth of the priests made them a powerful and influential segment of Egyptian society.  Eventually more than half of all the wealth of Egypt was in the hands of the priests.  
· While the Egyptians became serfs under the stress of the famine, Joseph’s family lived in a fertile area and were amply supplied by Joseph.  It’s hardly surprising, then, that they enjoyed a period of tremendous prosperity and population growth.  This made the growth of the children of Israel into a nation possible.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Often in our world it seems that the bad influences outweigh the good—that the influence of an evil individual easily overpowers the influence of a good person.  Here we see that this just isn’t the case.  Joseph is a single man, but he’s a truly godly man.  Through his efforts and God’s will, Joseph’s family is restored.  His continued efforts, with God’s guidance, save all of the people of Egypt and many from the surrounding lands.  Through him an entire wealthy nation is established in the richest part of Egypt.  One truly godly man accomplished something astounding.  And if the “good people” were truly godly people, then they could accomplish astounding things too.  This should be inspiring to us—true conversion brings truly powerful good influences into the world, easily overpowering evil through the power of God.  
