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Genesis 48:1—Genesis 48:22
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Wanted to bless his grandchildren.  In fact, Jacob seems to have received some direct guidance about Ephraim and Manasseh from the Holy Spirit.
· Wanted Joseph to have a “double portion” of the inheritance as a mark of his accomplishments.  
JOSEPH:
· Wanted to visit his father in his final illness.  
· Aware of the conventions of inheritance and blessings, Joseph probably had some hint of what was to transpire with his father and his sons.  
In verse 2 there is another switch from the name “Jacob” to the name “Israel.”  What does this signify?  
Jacob, the old human warrior, was gathering his remaining strength for a task he was about to perform as Israel, bearer of the gracious promises of God.  By the predictions he makes for the future, we see that Israel is speaking directly by inspiration of God.  This is not the speech of Jacob, fallible, human, and weak as he has been, but of Israel, God’s messenger.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]When speaking to Joseph and his grandsons, why does Jacob refer back to his vision at Luz in verse 3?  
By way of introduction into what was to follow, Jacob relates experiences of his earlier days, particularly the divine appearance at Luz, or Bethel.  He is relating God’s promises to him at that time in order to make sense of the inheritance that he is going to give to Joseph’s sons.  Without this preamble, such an inheritance would seem foolish, because Joseph himself is probably in a better economic position to provide an inheritance to his sons.  But the inheritance from Jacob has spiritual implications, as he describes.  
Why does Rachel come up in verse 7?  
Jacob honors Rachel, Joseph’s mother, in this adoption of their grandsons.  Jacob’s words seem to express a wish that she might have lived to see her first-born exalted to lordship over the world’s greatest empire of the time, and thereby in a position to become a savior to his father’s house.  Jacob wants to honor Joseph as well as his sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, but Jacob also adopts them in part to honor Rachel.  Then Rachel’s descendants inherit a greater part of the birthright.  This right of inheritance, and the favor it represents, was always part of Rachel’s dispute with her sister Leah and the handmaidens, the other women in Jacob’s life.  
Who is the “Angel” in verse 16?  
The Angel spoken of here is placed on an equality with God, as the Redeemer.  Thus the Angel could not possibly be a created being, but must be the “Angel of God,” meaning God manifested in the form of an Angel.  And of course, we know which person of the Godhead is our Redeemer—Jesus Christ.  
Why is Joseph anxious about the placement of Jacob’s hands?  How does Jacob respond to his concern?  
Typically, the right hand would be placed on the elder brother, the natural predecessor to the younger brother in the succession.  But Jacob had placed his right hand on the younger brother on purpose.  Assuring Joseph that the elder, Manasseh, would also become a great nation, Jacob stated that emphatically that the younger brother, Ephraim, would become even greater, a “multitude of nations.”  This blessing began to meet its fulfillment from the time of the judges onward, by which time the tribe of Ephraim had so increased in extent and power that it took the leadership among the northern ten tribes.  So the subsequent history shows that this promise was from God, and that the blessing of Jacob was not merely the pious wish of a dying grandfather, but the actual bestowal of a blessing of definite prophetic significance and force.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Apparently Jacob’s eyes had become so dim that he was nearly blind.  So much so, in fact, that didn’t immediately recognize his grandchildren.  
· Verse 14 is the first Scriptural mention of the hands as a symbol of blessing.  Though not essential to the act of blessing, this idea of laying on of hands to symbolize the transmission of a blessing seemed so appropriate that it became the recognized mode of conveying spiritual gifts.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
We have seen how much God has blessed Joseph’s efforts in Egypt.  This chapter is the final, official recognition of his achievements, through his father’s blessing.  Even though it began with betrayal, slavery, and grief, Joseph’s journey has transmuted these dubious ingredients into joy and peace.   
