Preparation Guide 50:  Joseph’s Death
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Genesis 50:1—Genesis 50:26
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JOSEPH:
· Wanted to honor his father by respecting his request for burial in Canaan
· Truly forgave his brothers for their actions against him
How does Joseph react to his father’s death?  What preparations does he make for his father’s body?  Why? 
Joseph grieved for his father with weeping and other emotional demonstrations.  And he gave the order for Jacob to be embalmed after the Egyptian fashion.  As the father of the prime minister of Egypt, Jacob received the best possible care.  His embalming continued for 40 days and the preparations for his burial lasted another 70 days.  This was proclaimed an official period of mourning.  Such a procedure was typical of the preparations of important Egyptians of the time.  The Pharaoh do doubt wanted to honor Joseph by showing great respect for his father’s burial preparations.  This embalming was also a practical step, since the body would be transported a significant distance to the intended burial site.  
Who went with the burial party?  Why? 
A large group of Egyptians attended Jacob’s burial, along with all of the family.  The leading officers of the court went along, together with a large number of servants.  As an escort through the desert and into the foreign land of Canaan, a large company of chariots and horsemen probably accompanied them.  The extraordinary retinue of Egyptian officers may be explained, in part, from the esteem in which Joseph was held in Egypt.  There is also the fondness of Egyptians for such funeral processions.  
Where did they go?  What did they do?  Why?   
They went to the “threshing floor of Atad,” where they stayed for a week mourning Jacob’s death.  The Egyptians stayed there while Joseph and his brothers proceeded alone to Canaan for the burial of their father.  This huge and ceremonial burial party must have been a great witness to the Canaanites, who were much impressed by the way that even the Egyptians mourned for Jacob.  
Where was Jacob buried?  Who else had been buried there?   
Jacob was buried in the cave in the field of Machpelah, along with Sarah, Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, and Leah.  So Jacob was buried with his forefathers, as he had intended.  
What were the brothers concerned about?  Why?  What was their plan?  What does this tell us about at least some of Joseph’s brothers?   
Joseph’s brothers were filled with alarm, fearing that he might now choose to take revenge on them for their actions against him.  They thought that Joseph’s care for their father might have prevented him from such actions while Jacob lived.  So they sent someone, possibly Benjamin, to appeal to Joseph to honor the desire expressed by Jacob before his death, and to implore his forgiveness.  This clearly implies that at least some of Joseph’s brothers did not believe that Joseph had truly forgiven them.  
How does Joseph react to his brothers?  What does this tell us about Joseph?   
Joseph wept.  He was hurt that his brothers would for a single moment have entertained such a misconception of his love and forgiveness for them.  Any thought of revenge was far from Joseph’s thinking.  He hastened to assure his brothers that they had nothing to fear from him.  He believed that God had placed him in Egypt in order to preserve life.  Thus he had no reason to seek revenge against his brothers.  Instead, he promised them that he would “nourish” his brothers and their families in Egypt.  
Joseph lived a long and probably contented life, although not as long as his fathers.  When his death is approaching, what promise does he extract?  Why?   Joseph is certain that God will call his family out of Egypt eventually, and back to the land of Canaan.  Thus he asks his family to be sure that when God calls them out of Egypt they will carry his bones with them, so that Joseph could be buried in Canaan, like his father.  This promise was passed down in the family, serving as a constant reminder of the promises of God, and the eventual return of the Israelites to Canaan.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Interestingly, Joseph did not seem to have any objection to the (undoubtedly pagan) embalming rituals of the Egyptians as applied to his father.  Perhaps he personally oversaw them and adjusted the pagan elements, or possibly he simply recognized that the rituals enacted on a corpse simply represented respect on the part of the Egyptians which could have no meaningful impact on the beliefs of his fathers and the promises granted to his family.  
· The statement in verse 5 that Jacob dug the tomb in which his grandfather Abraham had been interred has been criticized as a contradiction of the facts written in chapter 23.  But it isn’t necessary to assume a contradiction.  Jacob may have enlarged the original cave, to make room for the burial of Leah, for example.  Or possibly Jacob prepared a particular area which he intended to occupy.  Or the expression may simply be Joseph’s way of informing the Pharaoh that the burial would not take place in Egypt, but in an already prepared tomb in Canaan.  
· [image: https://i.pinimg.com/736x/18/90/05/1890053be12be67a05bd7345a859dc0b.jpg]We have a number of sculptured reliefs and painted murals representing elaborate mourning processions for Pharaohs and other dignitaries.  
· The comment that Joseph saw “Ephraim’s children of the third generation” in verse 23 implies that Joseph saw either Ephraim’s grandchildren or great-grandchildren.  It is not certain which, but it is clear that Moses intends to show that Joseph lived to see the beginning of the fulfillment of his father’s blessing.  Since Joseph’s sons were born before Joseph was 37, he may have had grandsons by the time he was 56-60 and great-grandsons by the time he was 80.  Thus great-great-grandchildren may have been born when Joseph was 100 years old.  In the case of Manasseh’s children, Moses is more specific, stating that Joseph saw his own great-grandchildren.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Joseph remained an example of faith, even after his death.  His tomb became a constant reminder to his descendants that the permanent abode of the Israelites was to be in Canaan, and not Egypt.  It remained a standing exhortation to them to turn their eyes from Egypt to their promised home, and to wait in patience and faith for the fulfillment of the promise that God had made to their fathers.  One single man’s faith remains an example to all of us of the confidence that we can have in God’s promises.  
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