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1. What are Joshua’s directions in verses 10-11?  Why?  
Pass through the host and tell the people to prepare provisions in general—as you would for a journey.  At this point, manna was still falling, but soon it would stop forever.  In three days you’ll be grossing the Jordan river to enter and possess the land.  Why—God had just given Joshua directions to be strong and courageous and to go forward.  He didn’t stall or procrastinate.  He immediately proceeds to execute the orders he had just received.  
2. Why is Joshua speaking particularly to the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh?  
Remember back in Numbers 32 that the Reubenites, Gadies, and the half tribe of Mannasseh wanted to stay in Gilead—east of the Jordan—for their inheritance.  They made a deal with Moses that in exchange for being the forward unit leading the other tribes to war to possess Canaan fully, they would be given Gilead.  Now was the time to make good on that promise.  They were reminded of the agreement that they had made with Moses by Joshua.  And these tribes came through!  They kept their word, making no attempt to alter the plan of Moses and release them from this obligation.  Going back on agreements happens often in our times both politically and religiously.  Especially as it could benefit Joshua—making friends etc and make a home for himself for example.  
3. What are the terms of the arrangement with the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh?  
Copyist error:  translating chamershim into “armed,” when it probably should be organized, orderly.  
When making a promise under pressure, we are tempted to renege when the pressure is removed… to maybe fault on our commitments when leaders change.  The 2 ½ tribes were to proceed in an organized manner, submitting to Joshua’s leadership.  All must be ready and willing to go.  Only 40,000 some thousand went, thus 70,000 stayed to protect their families and flocks.  
4. The Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh have a four-fold response to Joshua’s orders.  What do they say?  
a. Obedience.
b. To pray God’s presence to be with Joshua
c. Instilled a “death penalty” to any one of them who disobeyed Joshua.  
d. They also encouraged and admonished Joshua to be strong and courageous.  God promises divine assistance and also insists on our cooperation.  
 5.  There are two different contracts going on here:  between God and Joshua, and between Joshua and the Israelites.  Describe the responsibilities of each party within these arrangements.  Which of these responsibilities belong also to us?  
•	(Between God and Joshua)  God  He promises success (for life!  v.5), protection, guidance, won’t fail us or forsake us.  To keep His promises.  To always be with us wherever we go.  Inherit every place we tread upon with our feet.  
•	(Between God and Joshua)  Joshua  To be strong and courageous, obedient, humble, turning neither to the right or the left, never depart from the Law, meditate on it day and night, observe all of it… doing all as it is written in all of it.  Don’t be afraid or discouraged.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]•	(Between Joshua and the Israelites)  Joshua  To be strong and courageous, to be obedient to God and His law, stay encouraged and follow through on commitments.  
•	(Between Joshua and the Israelites)  Israelites  They must cooperate fully with God and His plans and God’s appointed leaders.  Required to use every talent and ability God gave to them.  Submission to Joshua as their leader.  To cooperate cheerfully with their leaders and with each other.  
APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
The same responsibilities belonging to Joshua and the Israelites belong to us!
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