[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Topic:  Joshua 2:1-11
Discussion on:  1/27/21Commentary   (Katie)


1. What are Joshua’s instructions in verse 1?  Why are they given secretly?  
Joshua probably vividly recalled the people’s reaction to the report of the spies 38 years previously.  At that time, the twelve spies were sent out at the urging of the people, and they reported to the people.  The two spies were sent out by Joshua—without the people’s knowledge or insistence—and they reported back directly to Joshua.  Prudence on the part of a leader is necessary.  Even though Joshua had all faith in God, he still had to do everything in his power to ensure the success of the Israelite invasion.  He needed intelligence about Canaan.  This precaution may have also been taken as under God’s explicit direction as a means of encouraging Joshua.  God also arranged matters because He knew of Rahab and her faith, and He took this means to save her and her family.  
2. What do we actually know about Rahab?  
Not much, aside from the fact that Rahab was “an harlot.”  The Hebrew word is zonah, and it means “prostitute” explicitly.  And Rahab either was or had been a zonah.  She may have also been an inn-keeper.  The Hebrew spies could enter her house less conspicuously than they could come into a more public place.  We don’t otherwise know anything about Rahab.  
3. Consider verses 2-3.  What do these suggest about Jericho?  About the spies?  
The city was in a state of emergency.  An army that had recently conquered two powerful kings was camped less than fifteen miles away.  The people of Jericho knew something about God’s actions on behalf of the Israelites during their wilderness journey.  They were living in dread of an imminent siege, and every stranger looked suspicious to them.  That’s the only explanation for reporting instantly to the king the entry of two men into the city.  Apparently the spy-craft of the two men was not very developed either.  Their dress, language, or features gave them away immediately.  Their entrance was noted and their destination reported right away.  Apparently they were insufficiently subtle. 
4. In verses 4-5, Rahab tells a series of lies—in order to save lives.  Are these lies justifiable?  Why or why not?  
To a Christian a lie can never be justified.  Bearing false witness is against the commandments, after all.  But to someone so new—and uneducated—in faith as Rahab, light comes only gradually.  She believed herself to be faced with a choice between a greater evil and a lesser one:  to share responsibility in the death of two men who she believed to messengers of God, or to tell a lie and save them.  She chose what she believed was for the best.  There was also a time when God’s people did not know of the true Sabbath and so transgressed it.  There was a time when we did not understand tithing or healthful living.  “The times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent,” Acts 17:30.  God accepts what is sincerely and honestly intended, even when there is a mixture of frailty and ignorance in it.  Rahab’s faith was tested and rang true.  God accepts us where we are, but we must grow in grace.  
5. Where were the spies while the king’s officers searched for them?  Why?
[image: 100-Mile Wear: Drying the Glen Valley flax]They were on the roof.  Rahab used her roof for drying flax, a common procedure in that region.  The temperature there is warm and the roofs are flat.  Linen yarn is spun from the long fibers found just behind the bark in the multi-layer stem of the flax plant.  Drying is a necessary part of this rather involved process.  Rahab was able to hide the spies among the stacks of drying flax on her roof.  The king’s officers were less likely to go to the effort to search the roof, and the spies weren’t inside the house where the officers might see or hear them.  
6. In verses 9-11, Rahab begins speaking to the spies.  What does she tell them?  What does this tell us about her?  About Jericho?  
How Rahab had learned of the true God isn’t revealed.  There had not been time for her to get much information from the two spies.  Her chief source had to come from the reports of how Jehovah was working for His people.  She knew about the crossing of the Red Sea, and the Israelite’s triumph over Sihon and Og.  From these stories she developed faith that was equal to that of the Israelites, believing that God had already given Canaan to them.  She also reports on the condition of the city.  The people of Jericho were in terror, expecting to be overcome by this incomprehensible force from the wilderness.  They had lost heart.  And somehow, Rahab of Jericho had come to recognize that the Lord is God of everything.  APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
The same responsibilities belonging to Joshua and the Israelites belong to us!

APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
I am always astounded by Rahab’s faith.  Where did she learn it?  How could vague stories carried from person to person have such impact on a harlot from Jericho?  But the real beauty of Rahab’s faith is her willingness to give up everything she had known.  She was willing to abandon her beliefs, her culture, and her home for faith in God.  Now most of us dislike change.  Any minor change creates stress in our lives because we fight change.  And that includes changing our bad habits as well as creating good ones.  But if Rahab, who knew so little, was willing to change her life utterly… well, perhaps it’s time for me to change some things too.  I am not presently being asked to give up my beliefs, culture, or home, but there are always some changes towards which the Holy Spirit is nudging me.  How about you?  
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