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1. Consider verse 1.  How did the Canaanites respond to the Israelite’s river crossing?  
Their “heart melted.”  As Rahab mentioned, the Canaanites were well aware of the Red Sea crossing.  They were already afraid of the Israelites, having heard many stories of God’s power.  The Jordan had been their line of defense, since it was difficult if not impossible to cross in flood stage.  Thus the Canaanites had felt secure.  But when they heard that the Israelites had not only crossed Jordan, thus eliminating their supposed defense, but had been able to do so as the result of a divine miracle, they were terrified.  Their hearts utterly failed them.  It’s little wonder that they hid behind their embankments and fortifications rather than marching out against these ex-slaves from the desert.  
2. Consider verses 2-8.  Consider the timing of this event.  Where did it take place?  How long did it take?  
This mass circumcision took place pretty close to the Jordan River, at a place later called the “hill of the foreskins.”  Since the men rested “till they were whole,” it must have taken some time, perhaps ten days to two weeks.  The point here is that the Israelites (miraculously) entered enemy territory, and then just stopped.  Any general in the world would have had them USE the advantage of surprise which they had against the Canaanites.  Instead, God has them camp just inside Canaan and perform a surgical procedure on all the men—one which, incidentally, would prevent them from fighting effectively.  (See Genesis 34.)  This is an exceedingly non-intuitive beginning to an invasion!  The Israelites did have the advantage of surprise after their unusual river crossing.  But they did not press that advantage, instead camping in place for weeks to allow the men of Israel to heal.  They also celebrated a holiday—Passover.  If the Canaanites had not been so completely terrified of the Israelites, they would surely have attacked during this down time.  As it was, they were frightened further by watching the Israelites’ lack of tactics that they could understand.  
3. What was the significance of the rite of circumcision?  Why was it renewed in this time/place?
Circumcision was a sign of the covenant between God and the people.  (See Genesis 17.)  As they had broken the covenant by refusing to enter Canaan at God’s direction, they had been forbidden to practice circumcision in the wilderness.  The suspension of this rite was a constant witness to them that they had broken the covenant.  Now, by the restoration of the Passover—the memorial of deliverance from Egypt—and the reinstitution of circumcision, the “reproach” was effectively removed.  Already their feet were planted on the soil of the Promised Land.   There is a measure of reproach resting upon God’s people today.  They too should have been in the kingdom long ago, but like Israel they have been wandering about in the wilderness.  
4. Who exactly did Joshua encounter?  How do we know?
By accepting the worship offered by Joshua, the heavenly Visitor proved Himself to be more than an angel.  It was Jesus Himself.  The “Captain of the Host” was none other than Christ in human form.  
5. Consider the response in verse 14.  Why doesn’t He say that He is on Israel’s side?  To what host is He referring? 
God isn’t entirely on Israel’s side, because Israel isn’t entirely on His side.  God has His own objectives, only occasionally grasped by His people.  Thus He can’t be said to be on Israel’s side, although they are meant to be on His.  The host here is not primarily the Israelite host, but the armies of Heaven.  Angels stand ready at all times to minister to the needs of the church and to carry out the commands of their Captain.  Those who are confronted with formidable “Jerichos” in their experience may call upon the help of these invisible forces and receive the assurance, as did Joshua that the resources of heaven are available to every trusting soul.  Joshua received the assurance that he would not stand alone at the head of the Hebrew army.  As Captain, the Lord Himself would be there.  APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
[bookmark: _GoBack]We do not stand alone.  The Lord Himself is available to fight our battles, as long as we place ourselves on His side, rather than expecting Him to come over to ours.
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