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1. Consider verse 1.  Who committed a “trespass?”  Who is held responsible for it?  Why?  What does this imply for us?  
Achan actually took some things from Jericho, as he had been expressly told not to do.  But all Israel is here considered guilty because of the transgression of one of its members.  Even though the sin was not known, Israel as a nation was held accountable, and God’s blessing withheld from them.  We see an example of such corporate responsibility when nations deal with one another.  A whole nation is held accountable for the words and acts of its ambassador.  If he should insult another nation, his nation of origin is held accountable until such time as reparation is made.  Similarly, offenders in a church may hinder the divine blessing upon that church.  If the church fails to take appropriate action when sin becomes known, the church then becomes a partaker in that sin.  This does not necessarily imply personal guilt upon each of the members as individuals, but it may very well have a personal impact on them if God’s blessings are withheld from the group. 
2. What did the spies recommend in verse 3?  Why?  What happened?    
The spies recommended that only a small portion of the force go to the battle at Ai.  Evidently the spies, in their self-confidence, had underestimated the defenses of the city.  But more than that, the Israelites, flushed with victory, failed to realize that divine help alone could give them success.  They neglected to take God into their counsel when planning to take Ai.  The results were inevitable.  Trust in God means success.  Failure to trust in Him means defeat.  Many a carefully laid scheme miscarries because God is not taken into account.  The Israelite forces were routed, fleeing from the small, weak city of Ai.  There are a couple of issues that contributed to this result.  First, the Israelites apparently needed further reminding that it was God and NOT their own valor that had achieved such resounding victory at Jericho.   Their willingness to make decisions about their own strength without asking God’s will confirms this.  Secondly, success CANNOT come when there is sin in the camp.  
3. What is the explanation for this event?    What are God’s directions for dealing with the problem?  
God explains quite simply that Israel had sinned.  Note again that “Israel,” as a unit, had sinned—even though the actual theft was attributed to one man (with the probable complicity of his family.)  As Israel had sinned, Israel was to cleanse itself.  “Sanctify the people,” God directs, and then He gives additional directions for removing “the accursed thing” from among them.  God tells Joshua plainly that He cannot be with the Israelites as He had intended until the situation is resolved.  
4. What method was employed in locating Achan?  Why?  Should we use this procedure to make church decisions?  Why or why not?  
Acan was identified by lot, a device mentioned repeatedly in the Scriptures.  It’s a fascinating methodology, not often used today.  And it’s appropriate that caution is employed in its use.  Decision by lot is really only safe when God indicates that He wishes this method to be employed—as He does in this situation.  Here, it allowed Achan an extended opportunity to come forward and confess his actions.  But if God does not specifically call for this methodology, it isn’t any more accurate than flipping a coin or choosing a card.  God has given us minds and He expects us to use them, not make decisions based on random chance.  If men could determine every decision by direct instruction from God in this way, they would never develop the mind or character as God desires.  In the beginning of religious life, and occasionally since, God may have honored our developing faith by giving us remarkable answers by such means, but this does not imply that He wants us to consistently depend on such a method.  
5. What actions were taken to correct the problem?  Does this seem a little harsh to you?  Why or why not?  
This does involve taking the lives of an entire family in a rather brutal way, so in that sense it certainly is harsh.  But it’s important to place this in perspective.  Achan’s family, by hiding his sin, endangered the lives of every man of Israel.  In the (quite likely) case that some warriors died in the course of the disastrous attack on Ai, Achan’s family can be said to be substantially responsible for those deaths.  God’s guidance and protection had been removed from the whole of Israel, potentially permanently, because of their offence.  This absolutely put every man, woman, and child of Israel at risk.  The Israelites were a small and (in their own power) weak nation of ex-slaves, invading an established country with fortified cities and trained defenders.  Having individuals like Achan in such a company would be like inviting a traitorous murderer into your midst while fighting off enemies from every side.  God Himself pronounced the death sentence on Achan, including a requirement that Israel should burn everything belonging to him.  There was no other responsible course of action.  
APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
[bookmark: _GoBack]I know that everything I do—good or bad—affects the people around me, especially my family and my church.   But there’s a fair amount of resistance to that idea.  How often have you heard, “it’s MY life,” “MY time,” or “MY body”?  How about “it’s between me and God!”  The truth is that we often deceive ourselves with the notion that any of these things can actually belong solely to us.  In all probability, people died because Achan sinned.  He almost certainly thought it was between him and God alone!  It is absolutely doubtful that he intended to affect ANYONE but himself (and perhaps his family) with his actions.  But his actions affected the whole nation.  Perhaps, next time I find myself tempted to make a poor choice that I imagine will affect only myself, I will pause to consider Achan.  I would hate to think of God removing Himself from my church because of my own questionable decisions.  
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