[image: ]  Topic:  Joshua 10:1-20
Discussion on:  4/21/21Commentary   (Wanda)


1. What is Adoni-zedec’s plan?  What action does he take?  
Adoni-zedec learned that the Gibeonites have made a friendship alliance with the invading Israelites.  He and the other Amorite kings are angry at this apparent betrayal.  They agree to combine their armies and attack Gibeon as a punishment.  The armies marched on Gibeon and set to make war.  
[image: ]2.	Which kings/cities are involved here?  Why? 	
Adoni-zedec, King of Jerusalem (Jebus)   - Hoham, King of Hebron (Gezer) -   Piram, King of Jarmuth - Japhia, King of Lachish - Debir, King of Eglon
*They were angry that Gibeon, one of them, had gone privately to make peace with the Israelites. These cities were also probably the next to be attacked by the Israelites.
*Interesting that the kings wanted to smite Gibeon- not Joshua or the Israelites.
*Good to note that Joshua didn’t undertake all this action w/o 1st seeking God’s council.  V.8 reads that for the Lord had said” Appears that Joshua has learned the lesson to not go forward only trusting in his own might.
*v. 10- Discomfited means to throw into a panic or confusion
*v.11. Hailstones- God has a storehouse of them to use in battles (Job 38:22-23) and Rev.16:21 …to use in day of final battle.  Hailstones weighing 100 pounds each
*Beth-horon was actually two towns, upper and lower.  The path between was so rough and rocky that steps were carved for passageways.  The 5 Kings’ armies were fleeing this path when God rained down hailstones.  More enemy soldiers killed with hailstones than by the Israelite warriors. (PP   )
3. What happens in verses 12-14?  Why?  
Joshua tells sun and moon to hold position, extending the day for many hours, perhaps another whole day! The phrase ‘to the Lord’ is also saying “with regard to the Lord, or on account of the Lord, or concerning the Lord. It wasn’t on Joshua being presumptuous. It was with divine direction or at least divine approval.
*Some do not believe this story because halting rotation of the earth would be catastrophic, not possible to happen.  However God did this miracle, light refraction or halting rotation or whatever, is no problem for those of us who believe in an omnipotent God, who as Creator and Sustainer, controls the works of His creation.
*Joshua saw that he needed more daylight to finish the pursuit, lest the enemy armies would get opportunity to reorganize and resume fighting.  Attacking a panicked and confused enemy is the best chance for success.  
4. What is the “Book of Jasher?”  Compare 2 Samuel 1:18-27 and 1 Kings 8:53.  
The Book of Jasher is a hymn book of prose and song memorializing great warriors and great events.  Also, it is called the Book of the Righteous.  (The 1 Kings 8:53 reference is in Septuagint, not in Hebrew text).  
5. Why doesn’t Joshua pursue the five kings into the cave?    
v.19-  It wasn’t the time for it.  The Israelite army was pursuing the panicked enemy and on borrowed time… the sun and moon holding position.  Later, the kings are gathered up and brought before Joshua and the army.  They are killed then hung in trees til sundown.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]* v. 26  Libnah then Lachish are attacked the next day.  Their kings are killed as well as the cities destroyed and all inhabitants killed as the Lord had instructed. 
*King Horam, of Hebron(Gezer) is killed as well as all his army, but the city is not attacked.  The city appoints a new king. V.33



APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
In many of these stories, the Bible says that God tells his people to not fear, that He has given the enemy into their hand.  This is promised BEFORE the people even start out.  We say we believe God.  We don’t even see the proof until later.  Joshua and his army didn’t see victory until they marched off into the night. Noah didn’t see rain until a week AFTER he entered ark.  The Israelite priests didn’t see the Sea waters part until AFTER they took a step into it.  Abraham didn’t know where he was to go until AFTER he started out.  Moses didn’t see water burst out of the rock until AFTER he struck as instructed.  Rahab didn’t get delivered until AFTER she and her family had gathered in her house for who knows how many days before the Israelites invaded.  Peter’s prison chains didn’t fall off until AFTER he stood up and put his shoes on.  We show we have faith/belief when we set out to obey, which is BEFORE the miracle takes place!  If we wait to see how our deliverance is going to happen, that is not faith, not believing God’s promises.
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