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1. What does it mean that there was “yet very much land to be possessed?”  How big was this land?  Who was to possess it?  Why?  
The Israelites had conquered a vast area, but there was still a lot of land to be taken.  The main military conquest had been achieved, but it remained for the Israelites to possess the land.  It was a vast area, but the Israelites were to take it completely.  They were meant to drive out all the other peoples who had lived there, on God’s orders.  The land was to be inhabited and the conquest completed by the individual tribes.  
2.	Consider verses 7-13.  What’s going on here?  See also Numbers 32.  
The Gadites and the Reubenites made a deal with Moses.  They wanted the land east of the Jordan.  Apparently they had a lot of cattle, and the land east of the Jordan was good for grazing.  But these tribes also had an obligation to their brethren.  As such, they promised to send troops to conquer Canaan.  The “half tribe” of Manasseh would also be a part of this arrangement.  Moses made this arrangement very carefully, and Joshua is here proclaiming that the Gadites, Reubenites, and the half tribe of Manasseh have kept their part of the deal.  They justly inherit the land east of the Jordan River, as they had arranged with Moses.  
3. Consider verses 14 and 33.  Why didn’t the Levites inherit?  
God gave them no inheritance because the tithes of the whole country were to be theirs instead of a portion of the land.  They were also to receive of the offerings.  They had as indisputable a right to the tithes and allotted offerings as their brethren had to the land.  The priests and Levites could not at once perform the duties of the priesthood, teach the people, and perform other spiritual duties if they were to be burdened with land, cattle, business, and warfare.  The Levites were the ministers of the Lord and their life was to be devoted to the service of God.  God would care for them through the arrangements made concerning the tithes and offerings.  
4. Consider verse 22.  Who was Balaam?  Why does he come up here?    
Balaam was at one time a prophet of God, but sold himself for reward and honor, and degraded his position as a prophet until he became known as a soothsayer.  After returning home from his unsuccessful attempt to curse the camp of Israel, Balaam decided to resort to other means to obtain the reward offered by Balak.  Returning to the land of Moab, he persuaded the Moabites to entice the children of Israel into idolatry and immortality.  The plan was successful.  For thus opposing God’s people Balaam shared the fate of God’s enemies in the destruction that fell upon the Midianites.  
5.	Why was the half-tribe of Manasseh settled on the east side of the Jordan?  
As far as we know, Manasseh did not formally request this inheritance east of Jordan, as did Rueben and Gad.  Probably it was thought appropriate to join them with the other two tribes because of the large population of the tribe of Manasseh.  It is also likely that they had a large number of cattle, as did the other two tribes settled there.  The Manassites were good warriors, and perhaps Moses felt it would be well to have them to the east of Jordan as an outer guard.  
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