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1. How many tribes were to be awarded land inside Canaan, west of the Jordan?  How many tribes inherited altogether?  How were the assignments made?
Nine and a half tribes inherited land on the west side of the Jordan River.  There’s a rather curious arrangement by which the tribes are numbered to make it so that twelve tribes inherit land altogether.  The Levites do not inherit land, of course, but by counting the “half tribes” of Ephraim and Manasseh, it can be said that twelve tribes inherit in Canaan.  Thus there are a couple of ways of enumerating the tribes of Israel, each yielding the total twelve.  It has been suggested that these two systems may have been distinguished in the account given in Exodus 28.  Mention is there made that the high priest should bear the names of the children of Israel on his shoulders according to birth (that is, Joseph being counted as well as Levi, but not Ephraim and Manasseh).  On the breastplate these names were to appear according to the 12 tribes (that is, Ephraim and Manasseh being specified but Joseph and Levi left out).  The assignments were made by lot, though it seems likely that the land so divided could only point out the districts in general.  The extent of their boundaries had to be decided by the leaders of the people.  
2.	Who is Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite?  To what event is he referring in verse 7?
We’re not entirely clear on Caleb’s heritage.  He’s called “the Kenezite,” suggesting that he was one of the mixed multitude who had joined themselves to Israel rather than a born Israelite.  Caleb was one of the twelve spies that first investigated Canaan.  He was, as it says in Numbers, a man who “wholly followed the Lord.”  He was chosen to represent Judah and was given land among the children of Judah.  He was, with Joshua, one of the spies who made a true report of Canaan.  The other ten spies, as you may recall, insisted that the land was filled with giants, impregnable cities, and that it was a land that “eateth up the inhabitants thereof.”  When Caleb and Joshua insisted otherwise, the Israelites almost lynched them!  This is the event to which he refers in verse 7.  
3. What is Caleb asking for?  Why?  See verse 9 and Deuteronomy 1:34-36.  
Caleb is asking for the land where his feet had walked, in accordance with the promises that God had given them as well as Moses’ more specific promise.  There is no specific statement recorded in Scripture that Caleb and his posterity should receive Hebron and its environs.  It is quite likely that, in order to avoid detection, the twelve spies did not all go together as a group.  They may have gone out by twos.  In this case, it is likely that Caleb and his companion spied out the land of the Anakim around Hebron.  But his companion, terrified by the size of the inhabitants and the strength of their fortifications, did not agree that Israel would be able to take the city.  This would make “the land whereinto he went” and “the land that he hath trodden upon” refer specifically to Hebron.  
4.	How old is Caleb at this time?  What does he say about his strength?  What’s going on here?  
Caleb is eighty-five years old at this time, and he claims that his strength is the same as it was when Moses sent him to spy out the land of Canaan.  The reward of a life of virtue and temperance is ordinarily a vigorous, healthy, and respected old age.  Loyalty to God had apparently preserved Caleb from the dissipating sins of his fellow Israelites.  His abstemious life had paid off in dividends in this life, and now he presented himself before Joshua with undiminished strength at an age when most others had already been called from this life.  
5.	Who are the Anakim?  Why do you suppose that Caleb is asking for this particular area?  
The Anakim are giants.  Caleb is asking for a particularly difficult area in the vicinity of Hebron.  This did not mean the city of Hebron alone, which had been taken before by Joshua, but included all the adjacent country, including the caves and strongholds to which the Anakim had retired, and where they were now abiding in considerable force.  We may suppose that Caleb, in the light of the stress that the other spies had laid upon the difficulty of conquering Heron and the surrounding territory, asked for the territory of Hebron as evidence of his faith in complete victory.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
There is no retirement for a person of faith!  There is no gracious retreat from the struggle.  Instead we see, like Caleb, that the righteous man is enabled to take on ever more challenging tasks as he becomes more learned in the way of the Lord.  
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