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                    AND 17:1-18Commentary   (Beth)

Discussion on:  6/16/21
1. Consider Joshua 16:9.  Why are cities belonging to the children of Ephraim among the inheritance of the children of Manasseh?  
The cities of Asher and Issachar were given to Manasseh.  In return Manasseh permitted Ephraim to have some of her cities.  This mutual sharing and yielding of territory to each other would tend to produce a solidarity among the several tribes and prevent disunion.  The interest of the stronger tribes would be served by completing the conquest of the territory assigned to the weaker.  
2.	Compare Joshua 16:10, Hosea 4:15-19, 2 Corinthians 6:14.  What did the Ephraimites choose to do?  What were the results?  Why?  
The Ephraimites did NOT drive out the Canaanites from Gezer.  Instead they put them under tribute (an act to show gratitude or respect).  Perhaps the real motive was covetousness, so that the Ephraimites might be profited by their services.  The future history of this tribe shows them lapsing completely into idolatry, until God was forced to declare through His prophets “Ephraim is joined to idols:  let him alone.  (Hosea 4:17)  The fate of Ephraim and the associated tries should serve as a warning, to us, not to yoke ourselves together with unbelievers.  (2 Corinthians 6:14)  Such an association is almost always detrimental.  A Christian cannot expect to retain friendship of the world without being influenced by them.  Our only safety is to drive out from the life all that tends to evil.  
3. Consider Joshua 17:3-4 and Numbers 27:1-11.  What determination is made in this situation?  Why?  
Hepher, one of six sons of Gilead (the grandson of Manasseh), had one son named Zelophehad, who died in the wilderness without any sons.  He did have five daughters.  Under the direction of God, Moses made the decision that the women should inherit their father’s inheritance on the condition that they married within their tribe so as to keep the property in their own tribe.  They married their own cousins, fulfilling the law.  
4. What is the “children of Joseph’s” complaint in Joshua 17:14?  
They wanted more land… being selfish and wanting a favor from Joshua to give them more land because Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim.  Also they had an attitude about themselves as being a great people.  
5.	How does Joshua respond to their complaint?  Why?  
He told them “If you are a great people through the blessings of God, then God will continue to bless you in conquering the land.  Go up into the vast forests of central Palestine and take possession of them.”  The tribe was not interested in doing so because of the iron chariots.  The ultimate result is certain defeat.  Fear and the lack of faith and courage are Satan’s allies.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
· Do not be fearful.   
· Stay strong with courage.  
· Be obedient to God.  
· Be NOT of the world.      
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