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1. Where is Shiloh?  What does it mean?  Why do you suppose this site was chosen for the tabernacle?  
“Shiloh” means “place of rest.”  This name make sense, as it was here that the tabernacle came to rest after wandering for more than forty years.  Three reasons have been suggested as to why God chose this site:  1) It was centrally located, making it easier for the people to access the tabernacle.  2) It was protected and relatively isolated.  3) It was located in the lands assigned to the tribe of Ephraim, of which Joshua was a member.  
2. What does it mean here that the land was subdued?  Wasn’t there still fighting to be done?  
There was certainly still fighting to be done to clear the remainder of the land of Canaan.  But the area surrounding Shiloh had been well conquered.  The tribes Judah, Ephraim, and Manasseh having taken possession of their inheritances, that particular location was already “subdued.”  So there was nothing to hinder the tabernacle from being moved from its protected place at Gilgal to this central location.  This was done even before the division of the remainder of the land between the tribes.  
3. Why does Joshua accuse the children of Israel of being “slack”?  What has been happening?  
The Israelites had been wanderers for some time.  Now, rich with plunder from the Canaanites and living in plenty, they were more interested in present ease and indulgence than on obtaining their inheritance.  It seems most of the Israelites were pleased with their present condition of living in a body together.  And they didn’t want to be separated.  From the very beginning it has been God’s plan for man to scatter on the face of the earth rather than to colonize together in one place.  But as soon as men lost their spiritual vision they showed a tendency to congregate together, and to seek the protection of man rather than trust in the protection of God.  Apparently the Israelites felt secure in their single, vast company and they didn’t want to spread out and inhabit the land.  So Joshua accused the people of being “slack.”  Because they were not living up to their responsibilities or fighting for their inheritance!  
4. Which seven tribes is Joshua concerned with in this chapter?  
1) Benjamin  2) Simeon 3) Zebulun  4) Issachar  5) Asher  6) Naphtali  7) Dan
Since Rueben, Gad, Manasseh, Ephraim and Judah had already received their inheritance, these were the seven tribes that still needed to be assigned to their lands.  
5. What is the plan for assigning land to these seven tribes?  Why?
Three men from each tribe were sent to describe the remaining land, naming the cities, describing their size, determining the value of districts for farming, and so forth.  Once the land had been assessed, the delegation was to divide the whole territory into seven portions.  According to Josephus, “Joshua thought the land for the tribes should be divided by estimation of its goodness rather than the largeness of its measure, it often happening that one acre of some sorts of land was equivalent to a thousand other acres.”  Once divided into seven “equal” portions according to these criteria, the sections were assigned by lot.  After casting lots, Joshua divided the land according to the size of the tribe to which any particular group of cities had fallen by lot.  A small tribe might have its lot made smaller and a more numerous tribe would have its lot increased by lands taken from the tribe of fewer people.  
APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
Don’t be slack!  Too often we become comfortable with the blessings provided to us by God and we fail to take possession of our inheritance.  We have inherited eternal life from our Father, and our great concern is to take possession of that inheritance.      
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