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1.  What does it mean that the inheritance of the tribe of Simeon is within the inheritance of the children of Judah?  Why is this the case?  See also Genesis 34 and Genesis 49:5-7.  
Judah was one of the first tribes to receive their inheritance.  And at that time Judah had received a huge allotment.  It seems that if the people had possessed all the land that God originally intended, “from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates,” Judah would have been able to keep the full allotment originally assigned to them.  But Israel had become negligent and content.  So the habitable land became insufficient for seven parts so as to give every tribe a fair portion.  Since Judah had received such a large share, it was probably suggested that Judah share its territory with one of the other tribes.  When the lots were cast, the portion was given to the tribe of Simeon.  We know that Simeon and Levi slaughtered the inhabitants of Shechem (Genesis 34), and that Jacob in his dying prophecy predicted that these two tribes would be scattered in Israel (Genesis 49).  Levi was not to have any inheritance in Canaan, as has already been noted.  Now Simeon was to inherit a portion inside of Judah.  At the time of the division between Judah and Israel in the time of Rehoboam, Simeon, though technically adhering to the kingdom of the 10 tribes which became Israel, was separated from Israel by Judah.  So Simeon was divided.  Nothing much is said in scripture about Simeon.  No prominent judges or prophets arising from Simeon are recorded.  It seems natural to assume that the tribe of Simeon became absorbed in the tribe of Judah and lost much of its individual identity.  
2. Why was Judah’s portion too great for them?  
At the time spoken here it was too much for them.  Of course, if they had looked to the future in faith then it would have been no more than they would need.  But the Israelites in their slackness had begun to lose sight of God’s plan for them, and were content to receive only enough for their present needs.  Looking to the future requires faith, while remaining content in the present needs none.  
3. Why was Dan’s portion “too little” for them?   See also Judges 1:34, 18:1-31.  
The territory wasn’t too little.  It was too occupied!  Literally, “the territory of the children of Dan went out from them.”  That is, it slipped away from them because of their powerful neighbors, the Amorites, forced them into the mountains.  They were forced out of the good land in the valley.  Rather than drive the Amorites out, the tribe of Dan went to find easier territory.  Thus Dan refused to occupy the territory assigned to them by God, who would have given them complete victory over their enemies if they had cooperated with His plan.  Instead, they occupied a territory of their own choosing.  
4. Who was the last to receive their inheritance?  Why?  
It seems Joshua was the last to receive his inheritance.  This shows him for the great leader that he was.  He was not trying to achieve benefits for himself, as so many leaders do.  Joshua was last served, though the eldest and greatest in Israel.  He did his best to benefit his people rather than himself.  In addition to serving himself last, Joshua did not take any inheritance himself without the people’s consent and approval.  
“And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lord, that he did for Israel.”  Judges 2:7
5. Who made every determination regarding the tribes’ inheritances?  Where were these decisions made?  What can we learn from this?  
All of these decisions were made in the presence of God and at His direction.  It was done publicly so that all might know that the distribution was done at the explicit instruction of God without the interference of men.  This is an important lesson for us:  Every important problem of life should be brought to the “door of the tabernacle” in recognition of God’s authority at every stage in life.  APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
[bookmark: _GoBack] The Israelites show a disturbing lack of faith in this chapter!  Their assigned lots are too big or too little or too full.  Like them, we don’t receive because we don’t ask.  We accomplish little because we attempt little, and we attempt so little because we are inclined to count only our own strength rather than God’s.  
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