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1.  What is a city of refuge?  See Numbers 35 and Deuteronomy 19.  
A city of refuge is a place where the unintentional manslayer could flee to for refuge.  There are six cities of refuge:  three this side of the Jordan, and three in the land of Canaan.  And these six cities are of the Levites.  
2. Who was intended to take refuge there?  What were the requirements for entry?  
These six cities shall be a refuge, both for the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them: that every one that killeth any person unawares may flee thither.  
The judges or elders of the city were to hear the fugitives’ stories.  After being satisfied that an individual’s case at least demanded a fair trial, the elders were to accept him into the city of refuge under their protection.  Later on there would be a more extensive hearing which would decide the case.  The willful murderer, even if he should seek protection in one of these cities, was, after examination, to be promptly punished.  If found innocent of deliberate murder, the individual was given a place in the city of refuge and protected from those pursuing them.  
3. When a person fled to a city of refuge, what were they fleeing from?  Why?  
They were fleeing from the “avenger of blood.”  The notion was deeply rooted in the Hebrew mind that the nearest of kin was the guardian of his brother’s life, and for this reason he was bound to avenge his death.  Instead of crossing this idea, or seeking wholly to uproot it, God placed this emotion under temporary, salutary checks, which would prevent it from inflicting great injustice where no crime had really been committed.  God sought to regulate the ancient custom of private vengeance.  


4. Why would God design such a refuge?  What was its purpose?  
These cities of refuge were all cities of the Levites in which these ministers of God lived, since they carried out the service of the Lord.  These circumstances afforded the unintentional killer the opportunity of study and communication with the Levites, who were trained in the things of God.  Hence this city of refuge could become a real blessing to the slayer.  There is a place of refuge for guilty sinners today.  That refuge is Jesus.  
5. How long would such an individual need to stay in the city of refuge?  Why?  
If he was found innocent of willful murder, the congregation would restore him to the city of refuge, where he would remain until the death of the high priest.  There needed to be an event of distinction to mark the end of his asylum, so that the avenger might know, beyond question, when his legal right to vengeance ceased.  APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
[bookmark: _GoBack]To follow God and keep his ways and pray that no life be lost at the negligence of my hands, but if it happens there is not another refuge than Jesus.  
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