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1.  What is the request in verses 1 and 2?  Who is asking for what?  
The “heads of the fathers of the Levites” are making a request of Eleazar, Joshua, and the leaders of the other tribes.  You may recall that Levi had three sons:  Gershon, Kohath, and Merari (Numbers 3:17).  Their offspring formed the three main branches of the Levites (Numbers 26:57-63).  So the “heads of the fathers of the Levites” would be the leaders of these three chief branches of the tribe of Levi.  Their request is for their inheritance.  As God had promised by Moses, (Numbers 35:1-5) the Levites were supposed to be well supported.  They were to inherit cities to dwell in.  And surrounding their cities by two thousand cubits on each side, they were to have pastureland “suburbs” in which to raise animals.  
2. What is the response?  Why?  
Evidently the Levites’ petition was willingly accepted.  Each tribe gave cities according to the extent and value of its inheritance as God had directed (Numbers 35:8).  Of course, this method rather tested the generosity of the people.  By the cities that were given it would seem that a large number of them were among the best in the land.  The Levites were supposed to be scattered throughout Israel in every part of the land, so that the Levites were in the midst of the people to instruct them by example and be a restraint to Israel against idolatry.  The people appear to have kept this in mind in the distribution of the cities.  
3. What did it mean for a city to be given to the Levites?  Were Levites the only ones who lived there?  See also Leviticus 25:32-34.  
The Levites did inherit cities among the other tribes in which to dwell and raise animals, but they were not the only ones to live there.  Given the purpose of the distribution of the Levites, isolation within their cities would hardly have been God’s plan.  God intended the Levites to be in the midst of Israel and scattered among the people whom they were to instruct and guide.  Thus the cities of the Levites were also inhabited by people from other tribes.  The Levites probably were given the right to as many houses as they needed for living quarters in these cities.  If they should sell, which they apparently had the right to do, they would perpetually have the right to redeem the property.  The rest of the dwellings were occupied by the members of the tribe to which the country belonged.  Outside the city was pastureland for the Levites’ cattle, which was theirs for use but not for selling.  It was permanently considered the Lord’s property.  
4. Why do you think the Levites inherited in this unusual fashion?  What were the Levites supposed to be doing?    
The Levites were divided into four groups, or “families.”  The descendants of Kohath, in this case, was considered as two lines, namely the Kohathites in the line of Aaron, who were priests, and the remainder who were not priests.  It is probable that the 48 cities given to the Levites were divided into four lots.  Then it was determined to which of the four families of the tribe of Levi these portions would be assigned.  It has been suggested that each of these four divisions became a bond to tie three of the twelve tribes together.  The Levite cities helped link the different territories of the tribes together, so that they might grow together in God.  The Levites were divided in Israel, but in their division they became a bond of union, bringing the tribes of Israel together and joining all of them to God.  In addition to bringing unity among the tribes, the Levites had a number of religious duties.  When not engaged in these, the Levites were the teachers of the young; the readers, transcribers, and expounders of the law; the analysts and chroniclers who preserved memory of great events and distinguished personages.  They were to bring religion into everyday life, mutually helping one another and their neighbors to realize the unseen, and to attain God’s standard.  
5. Verses 43-45 appear to contradict much of the previous two chapters.  What is going on here?  
The statement is that, in verse 43, “the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which He sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein.”  This does seem to contradict the sections in the previous chapters that describe how Israel failed to grasp their inheritance.  Israel did not possess all the land until the time of David and Solomon, and even then it is doubtful that it included all that God had originally intended that they should possess.  However, there is no denying that God gave them all the land.  The gift was theirs, despite their failure to grasp it in its entirety, and despite the presence of the Canaanites in a part of the territory.  It was in the plan of God not to drive out these inhabitants all at once, but little by little, to prevent the beasts and brambles from taking over until Israel, in process of time, should become numerous enough to occupy these areas.  
The statement in verse 44, that “the Lord gave them rest round about” seems strange considering that these battles were continuing.  But if the Israelites had trusted in God as they ought, then these battles need not have taxed them in any significant way.  And God had more in mind than mere physical rest from warfare.  The settlement in Canaan was preliminary to a great missionary program that God was planning to accomplish throughout Israel.  Such a program could be carried forward only by individuals who in their own lives were representatives of that plan.  Of course, when Israel failed to fulfill her high calling and enter into her “rest,” God called upon the Christian church to fulfill the divine purpose.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
We are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9).  We have a high calling, a great obligation, to serve as God’s chosen people here on earth, complete with Israel’s original missionary purpose.  It’s a big task!  And we need to be right with God in order that we might complete it.  
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