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1.  Consider verses 1-9.  How long had these two and a half tribes been absent from their families?  Why?  
The warriors from among the Gadites, Ruebenites and the half-tribe Mansseh were honoring their vow to help the entire people of Israel to conquer and settle Canaan. They have been doing this for 6-7 years, which required them to be away from their homes and families a long time. In all this time, there is no record of these men complaining and whining.  “Today, when a church is active and carrying forward a program with all members participating, there is usually freedom from criticisms complaints and murmurings.”  (BC on Joshua 22)
 2.Look at verses 10-11.  What did the two and a half tribes do on the way home?  
After Joshua releases them from service and they start journeying home, they stopped on the East side of the Jordan River, not far from the miraculous crossing many years ago, and they build an altar very similar to the one at the temple in Shiloh.  
3. How did the nine and a half tribes on the west of the Jordan react?  Why?  
Joshua and the other leaders were already anxious about the 2 ½ tribes going so far away from the main body of Israelites. Would they be able to remain faithful to the true God, being so far from the temple, etc.? When they received word that this ‘altar’ had been erected, they were instantly suspicious that it was to honor some other god other than Jehovah. They remembered well what happens to the whole of Israel when idolatry and unfaithfulness take place and the sin is allowed to slide, to not be pointed out and punished:
· Korah’s rebellion -
· Defiance at Peor - Numbers 25:1-9
· Achan’s deceit and theft – 
The reaction was to go to war with the 2 ½ tribes to stamp out false worship and using this new altar for sacrifices to strange gods. This time the Israelites resolved to act promptly and earnestly, but in seeking to shun their first error, they had gone to the opposite extreme. A delegation was formed, Phinehas was the leader, and they traveled across the Jordan to censure and condemn their brethren instead of making courteous inquiry to learn the facts.  If the Reuben and Gad tribes had responded in the same spirit, war would have resulted.  It is important on the one hand to avoid laxness in dealing with sin, but, equally important on the other to shun harsh judgement and groundless suspicion.
4. Why did the two and a half tribes build the altar?  What were they concerned about?  
These tribes built the altar so their children wouldn’t one day feel so excluded from the tabernacle- as having no part in Israel. They too were concerned that their families being so far from the others that they might wander away from God and His ways. This altar was intended to be a witness that its builders were also worshippers of the Living God.  Remarkably, they manifested no resentment. Even under false accusation those who are in the right can afford to be calm and considerate. We can safely leave our case in God’s hands- the One who knows all.
5. How does the delegation from the nine and a half tribes react to this explanation?  What does this tell us about their motives?  
The delegation reacted with great joy! They accepted the explanation and immediately carried the news back to those who had sent them. All talk of war was ended and the people united in rejoicing and praising God. Their motives, obviously, had been sincere.  To make matters even clearer, the eastern tribes then placed an inscription on the new altar to explain why it had been erected: “IT SHALL BE A WITNESS BETWEEN US THAT JEHOVAH IS GOD.”  APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
“Many are too severe in dealing with those whom they supposed to be in error.  No one was ever reclaimed from a wrong position by censure and reproach. Many are thus driven further from the right path and harden their hearts against conviction. A spirit of kindness, a courteous forbearing deportment may save the erring and hide a multitude of sins. The wisdom shown by the Reubenites and their companions is worthy of imitation.  (PP 519-520)
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