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1. To whom is Joshua speaking in this chapter?  Why is he addressing them?  
Joshua calls for the elders, heads, judges, and officers of Israel.  These are four levels of civil distinction:  the elders (or princes) of the tribes, the heads of families, the judges who interpreted or made decisions according to the law, and the officers who executed the decisions of the judges.  He is addressing them because he is “old and stricken in age.”  In other words, Joshua felt that he wouldn’t live for very much longer.  In fact, God had reminded Joshua a few years before that he was getting on in age (ch. 13:1).  Now Joshua, recognizing that he is reaching the end of his lifespan, is addressing the people with advice and warnings for the future, much as Moses had done.  
 2.	What command does Joshua give the people in verse 6?  Why?  
Joshua tells the people to be “very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses.”  Courage is very necessary to a lifestyle within the law!  It takes moral courage to admit you’ve done something wrong, to resist temptation, and to do the right thing in a hostile world.  You have to trust in God’s protection, which does take courage.  It takes courage to overcome selfishness.  Perhaps most of all it takes courage to accept that your actions will always be misunderstood and ridiculed—or even attacked—by the world around you.  A Christian life takes a great deal of courage.  Fortunately, God says here through Joshua that we will be very strong to live in God’s law with courage!
3. Consider verse 7.  What is Joshua most concerned about?  Why?   
Literally the command is “do not go in unto these nations.”  The Israelites, although surrounded by heathen nations, were not supposed to interact with them in any significant way.  Any association, no matter how innocent it might appear, could lead to closer contact which would eventually lure them away from God.  In the New Testament, a similar command warns us, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Corinthians 6:14).  The dreadful results of intermarriage with unbelievers has been shown repeatedly throughout the Bible.  But marriage is not the only “yoke” to which this verse applies!  Any close relationship between God’s people and unbelievers—business partnerships, legal contracts, close employees or bosses—are also problematic.  Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3).  
4. What happens if the Israelites fail to obey the commands of verses 6-7?  
“The Lord your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you.”  The Israelites had been upheld by God in everything they had done so far.  God had given them victory.  But if they wouldn’t walk in the law that He had given them, then they could no longer expect to be successful.  As we know from other parts of the Bible, this is exactly what happened when Israel began to drift away from God’s guidance.  
5. Consider verses 14-16.  What is Joshua saying here?  What do these verses tell us about God?  
God is perfectly faithful.  He has never failed in His promises, guidance, and reassurance.  He has never stepped away from His people.  But the same cannot be said of His people.  Yet God has always assumed (always knowing better) that His people will be faithful.  He does not prove them before He blesses them.  He gives to men abundantly in the present that He may prepare them to enjoy the even more abundant mercy of the future.  Though God is certainly aware that His people will fail, He does not, on that account, withhold His gifts.  God is indeed good.  But receiving His gifts carries with it a responsibility.  To turn from God and His truth, in the face of such gifts, is to bring down judgement upon ourselves proportional to the light received.  [bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
How often are we unsuccessful?  In my case pretty often!  These verses imply a close relationship between failure in spiritual things and other kinds of failure.  
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