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1. Consider Genesis 12:4-6, and Genesis 35:1-4.  Why did Joshua hold this meeting at Shechem?  
The covenant was first given to Abram at Shechem, and under an oak at Shechem Jacob “put away the strange gods” of his family.  Joshua’s concluding address to the people focused on renewing their covenant with God, and especially on casting out idolatry from among them.  There could be no more fitting place than Shechem for Joshua’s parting words.  He knew that idolatry persisted among the people, in spite of all that had been done.  So Joshua used his parting words to remind the people that they were under covenant to God alone and to plead with them to finally eliminate idolatry from their midst.  
2. What does Joshua request in verse 14?  Why?  
At this time, the Israelites may have preserved some of the idols of the subdued Canaanites as curios or as souvenirs, and hence now stood in in danger of regarding them with reverence.  The tendency toward idolatry began to develop in Egypt, and it continued to be a marked characteristic of the people in the wilderness.  Joshua knew that even now, idolatry was secretly practiced by some of the Israelites, even though outwardly they had only recently expressed great zeal against any appearance of it.  Joshua requests in the most stringent terms that the Israelites finally abandon this illicit worship and serve God properly “in sincerity and in truth.”  The command to serve God does not preclude choice.  Any service that is not voluntary is useless.  God sets before men life and death and He urges them to choose life, but He does not interfere with their contrary choice.  The statement in verse 15, that Joshua and “his house” would serve the Lord, was a powerful statement of his intentions and leadership.  Joshua had been remarkably true to God all his life, and he was resolved to remain faithful to the last.  His last appeal was for the people to follow his example of consecration, and the dignity and simplicity of his life added powerfully to the weight of his words.  
3. Consider verse 19.  What is Joshua saying here?  
This is a grammatically unusual statement, probably intended to cause the listeners to pause and consider.  In one sense, connecting this verse with the previous several statements, it tells us that we certainly cannot serve God if we forsake Him and serve other gods.  He is a jealous God and cannot share with evil or imagined powers His place of authority.  On the other hand, the declaration “ye cannot serve the Lord” may have forced the listeners to consider the moral inability of man within himself to render obedience to divine commands.  The implication is that Joshua was not only saying, “you cannot serve Jehovah with other gods,” but also asserting, “you cannot serve Jehovah at all in your own strength.”  It should have been a firm reminder to the listeners of their dependence on God for everything, including the power to serve Him, as well as a clear condemnation of any attempts to blend God’s worship with that of idols.  Like God’s people at any time, we cannot do anything without the help of God.  It is man’s part to choose the right way and then to set about to accomplish it, in full recognition of his complete dependence of God in any such endeavor.  It is God’s part to supply the enabling power.  He stands ready at all times to fulfill His part of the arrangement.  The question is always whether we will choose to fulfill ours.  
4. What agreement is set out in verses 14-25?  To what are the people witnesses?  
Three times the Israelites affirm that they choose to serve God.  They recognize that He brought them out of Egypt, did great signs in the wilderness, and drove out the Canaanites before them.  Joshua reminds the people that just as God worked mightily on their behalf in Egypt, the wilderness, and Canaan, that He would bring equally mighty judgements upon them should they choose to forsake the Lord and serve strange gods.  But the people confirmed their intent to follow God truly, as Joshua had exhorted them to do.  They here reconfirm their covenant with God, assuring Joshua that they intend to follow God alone.  All the people present were witnesses of this choice and this covenant.  There could be no doubt of this agreement, into which the Israelites entered of their own free will.  And when they apostatized in later years, the whole community could confirm this choice.  
5. Consider verse 32.  Why is this act mentioned here?  
The act of burying Joseph’s bones, though here related after the account of the death of Joshua, probably took place prior to it, at the time of the gathering at Shechem described in this chapter.  A description of the burial of Joseph’s bones in this time and place might seem confusing, but recall that Joseph entered into Egypt some 257 years prior.  This entry into Egypt precipitated the Israelites’ 215 years in Egypt, much of which time they spent enslaved to the Egyptians.  Then God called Moses, the 40 years of wandering ensued, and now the Israelites have finally begun to settle in the land that God promised to Abraham some 472 years earlier.  The cycle, begun so very many generations back, is complete.  God has fulfilled His promise.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICATIONS TO MY LIFE:    
“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  This powerful statement of Joshua is a reminder to all of us.  How committed are we?  Can we say, with Joshua, that as for me and my house we will serve the Lord?  I hope so.  If you can’t commit to this statement with the firmness that Joshua did, perhaps it’s time to rethink the other commitments in our lives—and discard them, putting God alone first.  
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