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Names
The title of the book is obviously taken from the name of one of its main characters—Joshua, son of Nun, the successor of Moses.  Joshua’s name is actually rather surprising.  He was at first called Hoshea‘, transliterated “Hoshea” or “Oshea.”  It means “savior,” or “salvation.”  According to Numbers 13:16, Moses changed Joshua’s name to Yehoshua‘, transliterated “Jehoshua,” by prefixing the abbreviated form for Jehovah (Yahweh) to Joshua’s former name.  It now signified “salvation of (or by) Jehovah.”  Joshua is merely a shortened form for Jehoshua, the form always found in the Hebrew Old Testament.  In the LXX he is called Iesous huios Naue, “Jesus, son of Naue [Nun].”  In the New Testament (Acts 7:45, Hebrews 4:8), he is expressly called Iesous, “Jesus.”  
Bible Divisions
Christ and the Jews recognized three divisions in the Old Testament:  the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms or Writings.  Joshua is the first book of the second division, called “the Prophets” in Hebrew Bibles, because its author occupied the office of prophet.  In Hebrew Bibles the section entitled “the Prophets” is divided into two parts:  The “Former Prophets,” comprising Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings, and the “Latter Prophets,” comprising those we commonly know as the Prophets.  Thus Joshua stands as the first book of the Prophets, although in content it is closely related to the Pentateuch, known to the Jews as “the Law.”  
Authorship
The internal unity of the book is evident from its connected narrative.  It is certainly written in the third person, but that in no way excludes Joshua from its authorship.  Moses also wrote in the third person, keeping an accurate record of all events that occurred under his leadership.  It is absolutely reasonable to suppose that Joshua, chief assistant to Moses, would follow the example set by his great predecessor.  With few exceptions up to modern times, Jews and Christians have uniformly acknowledged Joshua as the author of the book bearing his name.  The Jewish Talmud specifically affirms this to be so, and states further that Eleazar, the son of Aaron the high priest, added the conclusion (24:29-32) with verse 33 being appended by Phinehas.  
Historical Setting
Assuming first that Joshua is indeed the author, and that the Exodus occurred in the year 1445 BC, it is clear that the book of Joshua was written in the early part of the 14th century BC.  Israel was now entering the land of the Amorites west of the Jordan, to possess it according to the promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:16.  The iniquity of the Amorites was now full.  Modern excavations have given us lots of information regarding Palestine and surrounding nations at the time of Joshua.  For several centuries, Palestine had been intermittently under the influence, and at times the control, of Egypt.  Thutmose III, who died about 1450 BC, conducted 17 campaigns in or through Palestine to quell what had developed into a general revolt against Egypt.  These campaigns continued over a period of 18 years.  Even after that, there were additional minor campaigns, and several new strongholds were erected.  In certain times of the year soldiers and supplies were constantly being moved along the coastal highway, called in the Bible “the way of the land of the Philistines.”  This was probably just prior to the time of the Exodus if the Exodus took place about 1445 BC.  
After the Exodus, the strength of Egypt began to wane.  However, the war between Egypt and the nations of Canaan continued until the reign of Thutmose IV.  A new enemy, the Hittites, began to menace the Mitannians, Egypt’s former enemy.  Thutmose IV made peace with the Mitannians because of their new common foe, shortly before 1400 BC, and the long standing hostility between them came to an end.  In the days of his successor, Amenhotep III, the high tide of Egyptian power began to ebb.  Egypt was enjoying the wealth she had obtained in past conquests.  Her military might was ending; and as revealed by the Tell el-Amarna Letters, correspondence from vassal princes in Syria and Palestine to Amenhotep III and his successor, Ikhnaton, Syria and Palestine were seething with intrigue internally and were under attack from without.  Yet help from Egypt was not forthcoming.  Conditions in Palestine were thus such as to make possible the Israelite conquest, without their having to meet the strength of the Egyptian Empire.  
The Hittites, mentioned in Joshua 1:4, were rising to power at this time, but had no power in Palestine.  This served to restrain the power of the Mitannians in the north.  Assyria was in periodic decline, and therefore weak.  The Kassites ruled in Babylon, but because of the uncertainty of their position—due to the Mitannians, to pressure from Assyria, and to the constant struggle for pre-eminence in Mesopotamia—they too were exerting every effort to gain the friendship of Egypt.  The main wave of Philistine immigrants had not yet arrived in Palestine, to build up their power on the coastal area.  Thus the political world was in a state of flux, and no power from without was in a position to come rescue the peoples of Canaan.  
The land of Canaan was divided among numerous small kingdoms and one autonomous state, Gibeon, with its dependent towns, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim.   East of the Jordan were the kingdoms of Sihon and Og.  The land was already cultivated.  The inhabitants lived in cities, but tilled the ground outside the walls and planted olive-yards and vineyards.  They were acquainted with writing, they owned horses and chariots, but religiously and morally they were very degraded, practicing every kind of superstitious art and immorality.  In short, every circumstance was established so that God’s people could come in and establish their ownership of the land, abolish superstition, wickedness, and immorality, and found a country that would serve as an example to all the rest of the world.  
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