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Judges Chapter 1:  Discussion on 8/11/21
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. What is the purpose of this chapter?  
This is part of the “General Historical Preface,” which describes the state of affairs when this book begins.  Judges is a history, a log of events as they occurred, and the early parts of the book describe the condition of the children of Israel when the book begins.  As such, this chapter summarizes events that we have already seen described in Joshua.  
2.  Who is chosen to lead after Joshua’s death?  Why?  
God appoints Judah, that is, the tribe of Judah, to lead the people into their fight against the Canaanites.  This tribe was the logical choice, as they were the most numerous (Numbers 2).  They may also have been the most courageous.  Caleb, for instance, was a member of that tribe.  His moral courage was established many years before, as he and Joshua were able to stand up against the other spies and press the Israelites to invade Canaan.  His courage in the fight against the Canaanites has already been mentioned in Joshua, where he requested land in which giants were said to dwell.  Perhaps Caleb’s leadership influenced the courage of the tribe of Judah.  We know also that in the desert wanderings, the tribe of Judah had always marched first.  So Judah was a logical choice for leadership in the campaign against Canaan.  
3. Who is Adoni-bezek and what happens to him?  Why?  Why does he make the statement that he does in verse 7?  
Adoni-bezek translates literally as “lord of Bezek,” as he was the ruler of that region.  The tribes of Judah and Simeon went up against his troops and killed ten thousand of them.  The ruler, Adoni-bezek, fled, but they caught him and took him prisoner.  Then they cut off his thumbs and big toes.  This savagery seems horrific, but it was a practical solution to prevent him from ever again engaging in warfare.  Without thumbs a man was unable to draw a bow or throw a spear.  The big toe enables us to walk and run effectively.  Without them, a man was unable to balance and run properly, which was an essential qualification for warriors of that time.  This punishment would deprive Adoni-bezek of his kingship, and prevent him from ever again engaging in warfare.  Curiously, his response seems to have been that this punishment was just!  Apparently he had himself inflicted this punishment on 70 different rulers in the region.  Adoni-bezek had kept the conquered rulers as his retinue, supporting them miserably in his court after having mutilated them.  Presumably he ruled their territories himself through these captives.  As such, he testifies that “God hath requited me,” that is, that God had returned to him the same fate as he had dealt out to so many others.  
4. Who are the Kenites?  What do they do in this chapter? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Kenites were the descendants of Moses’ father in law.  They had been closely allied with Israel from the time of Moses onward, but they never lost their separate identity.  As they were allies of Israel and joined with them in the campaign against the Canaanites, they were allowed to share in the rewards and settle in the territory of Judah.  Later on, one branch of their clan settled far to the north in the territory of Naphtali (ch. 4:11, 17).  
5. What does the tribe of Judah accomplish in this chapter?  Why?
Judah took large areas of the land, especially from the Philistines.  They took the coastal cities of Gaza and Askelon, along with Ekron.  Thus three centers of the Philistines fell to the tribe of Judah.  Unfortunately, it seems that the Hebrews took these strongholds by fast surprise attack, but they were not able to hold them after the Philistines regrouped and counterattacked.  Thus on the mountains, where horses and chariots could not maneuver, the mobile, daring bands of Israelites were victorious.  But in the broad valleys of the coast, the better armed Canaanites were able to repel their incursions.  The use of iron was just becoming common among the Canaanites, who were ahead of the nomadic Hebrews in the art of metalwork.  Of course, compared to the might of God, better armament means nothing.  This suggests that the tribe of Judah had developed some faith and obedience problems, which the author of Judges confirms in the next chapter.  
6. What does the tribe of Benjamin accomplish in this chapter?  
The city of Jerusalem, previously conquered by Judah, was really in territory belonging to Benjamin.  After their experience with Judah, the native Jebusites offered no resistance to the men of Benjamin who settled around the city.  But lacking the necessary fortitude to capture the city, the people of Benjamin mingled peaceably with the heathen Jebusites.  This unlawful arrangement continued for many, many years.  
7. What does the “house of Joseph,” the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, accomplish in this chapter? 
These tribes enjoyed partial success in defeating the Canaanites.  They defeated a city called Luz, which they renamed Bethel, but there were a number of other cities which they allowed to remain.  The Canaanites were not ignorant of strategy in war.  They stubbornly held on to a chain of fortresses, reasoning correctly that if they did so they could command all the main routes of travel and commerce.  In addition, holding such a position would enable them to separate the different tribes from one another and thus prevent a united confederation of the Hebrews.  
8. What about the tribes of Zebulun, Asher, and Naphtali?  
Like the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, Zebulun, Asher, and Naphtali failed to drive the Canaanites out.  In many cases, they appear to have settled down fairly peaceably with the heathen inhabitants.  At other times, they put the Canaanites to “tribute.”  The word actually means, “labor gangs.”  It signifies a levy of men forced to labor, for which we have the later phrase, “press gangs.”  Both David and Solomon used compulsory labor levies in their building projects and in the work of fortifying cities.  In the areas which they controlled, the Hebrews forced the defeated Canaanites to work in rebuilding the captured cities and strengthening fortifications.  A large number of the Canaanites who submitted to this were allowed to continue living in their villages or in their farms.  Disregarding God’s command to be separate from the heathen, it must have seemed a smart strategy, as the Israelites needed labor to rebuild conquered areas.   Many of the tribes seem to have used such labor.  But intermixing with the Canaanites was forbidden for good reasons, and the Israelites were quickly led astray, as later history shows. 
9. What was the situation with the tribe of Dan and the Amorites?  
The tribe of Dan inherited land formed from a narrow strip of valley and low hills between the lands of Ephraim and Judah.  The Danites first tried to push toward the lowlands, and with God’s blessing, should have extended their boundaries to the sea.  Instead, the Amorites drove them back into the hills, where the Danites consolidated their position around the towns of Zorah and Eshtaol.  Seeing the Danites pushed back, the Ephraimites, whose territory was adjacent to Dan’s intended inheritance, came to the aid of the Danites and launched aggressive attacks against the Amorites.  These were so successful that the Amorite and Canaanite towns became tributaries, supplying labor gangs to the Israelite towns in return for cessation of hostilities.  But as these towns were still occupied by the Amorites and Canaanites, the territory occupied by Dan was still greatly restricted.  As the tribe grew in population, the main body of Danites migrated to the northern part of Palestine around the headwaters of the Jordan, where the captured the city of Laish and renamed it Dan.  
What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
God offers us great success!  But we have to follow His plan in order to achieve it.  This is a main theme for the book of Judges.  As humans, God has given us good minds and many abilities.  Like the ancient Hebrews, we often take action in the belief that we know what would be best.  We do have good minds, fine capabilities, after all.  But we’re tempted to depend on our own understanding rather than depending on God.  This leads always to disaster.  We defy God’s plans and complain when He does not make us successful on our misguided paths.  We are meant to use our capabilities in executing God’s plans—NOT to use our capabilities to determine the best plans.  We have to remember that we’re in His service.  He is NOT in ours!  
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