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1. Who is to be taught war (verse 2)?  Why?    
Those of the new generation of Israel had grown up in a time of more-or-less peaceful settlement.  They were unfamiliar with the horror of war.  They did not have personal experience of God’s powerful presence on the battlefield.  Like other people throughout history, they relied on their own strength to win their battles.  They turned backs on God who had given their parents so many mighty victories over superior forces.  God permitted the heathen nations in and around Canaan to serve as a lesson for this new generation.  He would use them to repeat the lessons of His former mighty deliverances and of the impotence of heathen gods.  Through these conflicts the younger generation of Israelites learned from bitter experience that they could have victory over their numerous and warlike neighbors only through God’s intervention.  
2. God could have driven off the heathen peoples in Canaan at any time.  Why does He leave them?  
The heathen nations with which Israel fought were to serve to “prove” Israel.  God left these nations as instruments to afflict the Israelites, punish them for their disobedience and idolatry, and to teach them that apostasy does not pay.  These interactions, in which Israel so often came out the worse, were also intended as tests.  Had the Israelites learned their lessons?  Or would they choose to continue in their hard-hearted and hard-headed indifference to God’s commands?  When various judges who had rescued Israel died, the Israelites had new opportunities to demonstrate their faithfulness or rebellion.  These tests were not given so that God might know if Israel would prove faithful.  He certainly already knew.  The tests were provided that Israel would be aware of its failings.  God sought to teach the nation (and through their history all of us) about humanity’s short-sighted obstinacy, that we might repent of our disobedience.  
3. How were the Israelites dealing with their heathen neighbors (verses 6-7)?  
In a word:  unwisely.  Intermarriage between God’s people and those who do not honor God has always been profoundly problematic.  It is mentioned in Genesis 6:2-4 as one of the causal factors in the wide-spread wickedness that prevailed on earth prior to the flood.  God had forbidden marriage between the Israelites and the heathen nations of Canaan, but the people ignored this injunction.  As a result they quickly became absorbed into the evil practices of worship embraced by their neighbors.   The divisions between the God-fearing Israelites and those who disregarded God became blurred and indistinct.  The Israelites were well on their way to losing their identity as a God-fearing nation entirely, as they had nearly done before in Egypt. 
4. What was God’s reaction to the Israelites’ behavior in verse 8?  What does it mean that He “sold” them?  
God permitted the Israelites to be defeated and to be made a subject people who retained their territories only by paying tribute to a greater power.  He “sold” them in a sense because He did not protect them from the nations around them.  Their behavior had driven away His protections.  Rather than maintaining the Israelites as His sole possession, to be judged, protected, guided, and provided for by God alone, God permitted His possession to become subject to a temporary earthly authority.  So the Israelites came to be under tribute to another other than God.  Of course, the truth is that the Israelites chose to be vassals to another authority.  So they really sold themselves by disobedience to their proper guardian.    
5.	Who was Chushan-rishathaim?  What did he do?  
Chushan-rishathaim was a Mesopotamian king.  The title means “Chushan of double wickedness.”  The “double wickedness” portion of the name was probably added by the Israelites to show how much they disliked him.  There is no information in the historical record about this invasion, but it came from the northeast, from ‘Aram Naharayim, which means “Aram of the two rivers.”  It was the common name for the area between the upper Euphrates and the Khabur rivers.  The word “Mesopotamia” later came to signify all the region between the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers.  Since Aram Naharayim was at that time ruled by the kings of Mitanni, it is probable that Chushan-rishathaim was a Mitanni king.  He apparently conquered Israel and put it under tribute for 8 years.  
6. How did the Israelites react?  How did God respond to them?  
Having lost their self-confidence through being conquered by a foreign power, the people finally turned to God.  The came to the realization that idolatry had no power to protect them and that turning away from the God of their fathers had led them to being placed under submission to foreign kings.  Finally they turned back toward God and sought to return to His leadership.  God heard their plea and “raised up a deliverer,” evidently a national deliverer, to free the people from Chushan-rishathaim.  
7. Who was Othniel?  
Othniel was the younger brother (or possibly nephew) of Caleb.  He married Caleb’s daughter.  You may recall that Caleb had offered his daughter in marriage to the one who could defeat Kirjath-sepher, which was stubbornly defended by the native Canaanites.  Othniel won the victory as well as Caleb’s daughter and the lands surrounding the city.  He apparently followed in Caleb’s footsteps as a man of great faith and ability in war.  Othniel seems to have been an outstanding judge, in that no indiscretion or wicked deed is recorded of him.  
8. What did Othniel do?  Why?  
God gave Othniel inspiration by the Holy Spirit.  And when the Spirit came on him, Othniel first judged Israel and then went out to war.  Note that he first put things right among the people before he attempted to fight the enemy.  This makes sense!  Sin, the worst of all enemies, must first be conquered before facing other battles.  Only with sinfulness subdued can we expect victory over the other enemies around us.  But it seems that we do not conquer by sitting still even if the Spirit of the Lord has come upon us!  Action is still required.  The Spirit of the Lord is the originator of everything good and of all great achievements, but He works through human agencies.  No details are provided about Othniel’s campaign against Chushan-rishathaim, but it must have been an enormous struggle given the status of the oppressing king.  But as the Spirit of the Lord was guiding Othniel’s actions and the Israelites were once again serving the Lord, their success was eventually and with much effort assured.  Chushan-rishathaim was defeated and Israel freed from tribute.  What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
The Israelites during this period were defiant, disobedient, and idolatrous.  They only came to a realization of their wickedness when they were oppressed by a foreign king of “double wickedness.”  Humans only seem to reach out to God when they have little other choice for relief.  But that is part of the purpose of trails:  to drive people to God.  And despite the fact that they did not deserve it, God answered them.  We can always call to God for help—even if we do not deserve it—as long as we sincerely repent of our actions and not just the trouble that our actions have brought on us.    Though the trouble is not always removed, as it was here, God will work all things for the good of those who are completely surrendered to Him.  Nevertheless, there will come a time when God says “though they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them” (Jeremiah 11:11).  Therefore we should call on the Lord while we can—before we become so hardened that we can only be sorry for consequences rather than truly repentant for wrongdoings.  The time is short!  
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