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Judges 4:1-12:  Discussion on 9/8/21
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. What were the conditions in Israel after Ehud died?  How were the people behaving?   
“The children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord.”  Following a generous 80 years of peace, which began after Ehud broke the Moabite oppression, the Israelites once again grew careless in their spiritual life.  In the poetic version of this story, which we’ll examine in Judges chapter 5, the statement is that the Israelites “chose new gods” (Judges 5:8).  So they returned to idolatry and wickedness.  
2. What did God do to continue to teach the Israelites the error of their ways?  
God “sold” the Israelites into the hands of the Canaanites.  Canaanites began attacking villages, so that the inhabitants retreated to the fortified cities.  Then the Canaanites began to attack the walled towns.  They took control of the territory, and like the Moabites before them, subjugated the Israelites.  God was once again attempting to teach the Israelites the consequences of abandoning their covenant relationship with Him.  
3. Who was Jabin?  Who was Sisera?  What do we know about them?  
The book of Joshua mentions a Jabin who was the king of Hazor (Joshua 11:1-9).  The city of Hazor was captured by Israelites at that time, but it had probably been retaken by the Canaanites before the Israelites could consolidation their position in the area.  Another Jabin, possibly the grandson of the king that Joshua had destroyed, now held power over the entire Canaanite forces of northern Palestine.  Following the typical pattern of the time, Jabin probably ruled over a city-state and perhaps a few nearby towns.  But he had also taken a number of surrounding city-states as loosely-held tributaries.   Apparently he had managed to spread his influence over an extensive region, including those lands held by the Israelites.  At this time, Jabin had turned over the supervision of his forces to a field commander by the name of Sisera.  In addition to serving as a top general for Jabin, Sisera may have been a king in his own right.  It’s likely that he ruled over the city in which he lived, namely Harosheth.  Harosheth was 16 miles northwest of Megiddo, where the plain of Jezreel narrows down before joining the coastal plain of Acre.  
4. Who was Deborah?  What is her role as described here in verses 4 and 5?    
Deborah was a judge and a prophetess.  She held the role of judge, not in a civil sense, but as a prophetess, correcting abuses and redressing grievances.  The people apparently came to her willingly for judgement.  Her customary place seems to have been in the vicinity of the tree under which Rachel’s nurse, Deborah, was buried (Genesis 35:8).  This open-air courtroom allowed the people free access to her, and they seem to have come for her judgement whenever they had a dispute in need of resolution.  
5. Who is Barak?  
Not much is known about Barak.  He must have been a military man, a commander of significant ability.  Deborah sent for him specifically to lead the fight against the Canaanite oppressors.  Presumably Barak was a faithful man of God, because he came when the prophetess called and did as God had directed through her.  
6. What does Deborah tell Barak?  How does he respond?  Why?  
Deborah tells Barak that God has directed him to go to Mount Tabor, and to gather there 10,000 fighting men from the tribes of Maphtali and Zebulun.  She also assures him that God will bring Sisera to the river Kishon with his chariots and troops, and that God would there deliver victory.  Barak responds that he will go if Deborah will go with him.  He thought that he could not, by himself, sustain the morale of the Hebrew troops.  Barak wanted Deborah there to make it clear that the undertaking was of God and at His direction.  He probably wanted it clearly understood by all that it was the prophetess who had initiated the campaign and not Barak himself.  He seems to have preferred the humbler role of one who was simply executing commands that had come from the Lord.  As such, he voluntarily retired behind the authority of the prophetess.  
7. How does Deborah answer him?  Why?
Deborah readily consented to go along on the military expedition.  As a prophetess, Deborah could hardly draw back from the course she had proscried for others.  But before leaving, she prophesied that the coming victory would not be accounted to Barak’s glory but to that of a woman.  She was not referring to herself, although she was present on the campaign, but to Jael, the woman who would kill Sisera.  
8. Who is Heber?  Whose side is he on?
Heber was a Kenite.  You may recall that Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, was a Kenite.  From Moses’ time onward, the Kenites were closely allied with Israel, but they never lost their identity as an independent group.  Because they were in alliance with Israel and joined the Israelites on campaign, they were allowed to share in the rewards of conquering Canaan.  As such, they inherited territory in Canaan, near Judah.  Evidently some of the Kenites separated from the bulk of their group and traveled north and settled in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali.  Heber, in particular, had settled as far north as the region of Kedesh.  So that’s what we know about him.  Sorting out his affiliation is far more difficult!  The Kenites have been closely identified with the Israelites for generations.  One would think them naturally inclined to side with the Hebrews.  But we’re told in verse 17 that “there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.  There’s a suggestion in verse 12 that the Kenites may have described Barak’s movements to Sisera, because they were on good terms with their Canaanite overlords.  Yet Heber’s wife, Jael, is quite definitive about her allegiance—and it isn’t with Sisera or Jabin.  Taking all of this contradictory information together, it seems Heber was probably on the Hebrews’ side of things, but he was trying to maintain the uneasy peace with his Canaanite rulers.  What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prophetess and warrior come together in this story to follow God’s directions… and just to give away the ending, neither of them gets credit for the victory!  I think humility is the keynote here.  We are in God’s service.  We just have to follow His orders to receive the victory in our own lives—every time!




image1.jpeg




image2.png




