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Judges 4:13-24:  Discussion on 9/15/21
Responses suggested by:  Wanda

1. You may recall from verse 12 that Sisera was told about the movements of Barak and his troops.  How does Sisera respond to this?   
It is suspected that probably the Kenites are the ones who told Sisera of Barak and his troop movement.  So Sisera collected his troops, consisting of 900 iron chariots and his entire army then marched them from Harosheth Haggoiim to the Kishon River.  Approx 16 miles.  Sisera, knowing the chariots are compromised in a mountain setting, sets out for the plains where they could be very effective and intimidating against an enemy who are on foot.
2. What does Barak do when he discovers Sisera’s actions?  What does Deborah say?  
Actually it is Deborah who initiates it, saying to Barak. “Up!  This is the day God will deliver Sisera and his army into your hands.  So Barak left Mt Tabor with his 10 thousand men to battle Sisera’s army in the valley of Jezreel along the Kishon River.
3. What happened at the battle?  See also Judges 5:20-21.  
The Lord discomfited Sisera and all his chariots of iron and all his army.  Chapter 5 indicates that God caused a storm to blow through, rendering the clay surface along the river banks to become a gooey, quagmire of sticky mud that wasn’t passable even on horseback.  The iron chariots were abandoned and the horses stampeded so violently their hooves were chipped, broken and making them lame.  
Note-An archeologist who had worked in this area said that a rainstorm lasting only 15 minutes makes it impossible to travel because the ground is so muddy. 
4. Barak and his troops chased after Sisera and his troops, in verses 15-17.  Where did Sisera go?  What about his troops?       
Every single man of Sisera’s army were killed before they could make it back home.  Sisera alone fled toward the Kenite camp, because his king, Jabin, was on good terms with the Kenites, then eventually to Jael’s tent.  (Jael is wife of Heber, a Kenite)  The Kenite camp is 30-40 miles from the battle field.  
5.  What does Sisera ask of Jael?  Why does he feel safe in her home?  
Sisera was hungry and exhausted when he reached the encampment of people he considered friendly.  He was looking for rest and sustenance.  Since King Jabin was at peace with Heber, Jael’s husband, Sisera felt Jael’s home would be a safe place for him to recuperate.  
6. What does Jael do with Sisera?  Why?  
Jael invites Sisera to come in and to not fear.  She offers a place for him to lie down and gives him covers.  Sisera asks for water, says he is thirsty.  The Oriental/Bedouin culture has a common practice that when a visitor eats of drinks in a house, they receive peace in that house.  Sisera’s request showed him to be cautious.  Jael gives him milk and Sisera, feeling safe, goes to sleep.
When he is asleep, Jael pounds a wooden tent stake through his temple into the ground - killing him.  Apparently, Jael did not share her husband’s good terms with King Jabin.  Jael was not Israeli, but since the Kenites were closely associated with the Israelites, Jael, being disturbed with the king’s cruelty, when the opportunity arose to do something about it, she acted. 
7. Who was responsible for the Hebrew victory over the Canaanite forces of Jabin?  What happened between these two powers after Sisera’s death?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]God alone is credited for the victory.  This is clearly stated in verse 23.  The Israelites continue fighting against King Jabin’s forces until he and his armies are destroyed.What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
Jael broke the cultural mores, but is thanked and praised by Deborah the judge in chapter 5.  Customs and earthly promises can’t be trusted, God is trustworthy.  We can trust Him to direct our decisions and actions.  
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