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Judges 5:1-31:  Discussion on 9/22/21
Responses suggested by:  Martin

1. Why are the highways described as unoccupied and the villages “ceased?”  Why are shields and spears mentioned in verse 8?  What is this song saying about conditions for the Israelites in Canaan during this time?  
This was the condition of Israel before the battle. The highways do not have travel and the villages are unoccupied.  The Canaanites banned the making and keeping of weapons. Life was difficult for the Hebrews. 
2. What plea is delivered in verse 10-11?  What is the author of this song trying to tell his and/or her listeners?  
The poet in verse 9 is sharing that the governors, princes have stood up against the Canaanites and contributed to the victory. The men who ride animals (wealthy) are to sing the praises of the righteous and give thanks to the Lord.   
In verses 10-11, those who have been freed from the Canaanite oppression are exhorted to “rehearse the righteous acts of the Lord.”  The Israelites have been forgetting their covenant with God every other generation or so.  This is a plea to everyone to repeat and teach the works of God in rescuing His people so that others—perhaps future generations—might remember Him.  
3. Which tribes rallied behind Deborah and Barak to fight against the Canaanites?  
Ephraim, Zebulun, Naphtali, Benjamin, Issachar, Manasseh

4. What happened with the Reubenites?  
They were discussing what to do until after the battle and victory was won. 

5. What happened with Gad (which tribe inhabited Gilead), Dan, and Asher?  
They had partnerships with Canaanites and/or Phoenicians and did not feel the need to go to battle with their Israelite brethren. They were planning on partnering with the worldly. Worldly things detract from the desire to fight the battle of darkness.
6. Why is Meroz cursed?  
The Israelites of Meroz failed to lend their aid to their Israelite brothers. With their aid they may have prevented Sisera from leaving the field.
No other verse in the book of Judges constitutes so severe a warning to the members of the church today as the one that here curses those who refuse to help in time of crisis. In the face of a crying need for laborers, many professed Christians are content to follow their leisurely, selfish course, refusing to render any assistance to the church of God as it engages in battle with Satan. They say that the work of the church is to be performed by the ministers, and accept no responsibility for themselves. The curse of Meroz rests upon these unfaithful Christians unless they turn from their listless non-cooperation.
7. Why do we have the passage about Sisera’s mother?  What do the “wise ladies” and Sisera’s mother say?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The mother is worried about her son, why is he taking so long in returning. The wise women of Israel are consoling her saying that he is just busy colleting the loot.What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
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