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Judges 6:1-23:  Discussion on 9/29/21
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. What are conditions like for the Israelites at the beginning of this story?  What is the Midianite strategy?  
The Midianites were a nomadic people who ranged from the southern part of the Sinai Peninsula northward to the Gulf of Aqabah.  Midian was himself a son of Abraham, by Abraham’s second wife, Keturah.  Since they were nomadic, the Midianites did not conquer the land and settle down to rule it or live there.  Instead, they were raiders.  They preferred that the settled peoples should do the work of tilling and planting.  Then they would sweep over the land like locusts, taking the crops and driving off all the farm animals that they could find.  They didn’t burn the homes or try to drive off people, though.  They instead left homes and people, hoping that the farmers would be tempted to return and plant the fields yet again.  This procedure made life very difficult for the Israelites.  Nothing could be grown, harvested, or processed with security.  After losing their harvest for seven years in a row, the Israelites were on the verge of starvation.  They had also been driven into “dens.”  For security, the Hebrews had left their homes and lived in mountain hide-outs and caves.  
2. Why has this happened to the Israelites?  What does the prophet say?  
The children of Israel “did evil in the sight of the Lord.”  Once again the Israelites had fallen into idolatry, worshipping the gods of the heathen peoples surrounding them.  The prophet particularly warns about their habit of “fearing” the gods of the Amorites.  He also reminds the people of God’s actions in the past.  God brought the Israelites miraculously out of Egypt.  He has delivered them from each of the numerous nations who have sought to oppress them since.  They should remember Him and be properly grateful for His constant intervention.  But instead the Israelites have forgotten their covenant with Him and followed after the powerless idols of the heathen.   
3. What is Gideon doing when the angel of the Lord appears?  Why?  
Gideon was threshing wheat.  Of course, the usual location for threshing floors was in the open field.  It was much more convenient to have the processing of grain take place near the fields where the grain was harvested.  But such places were very vulnerable to the raiding Midianites.  Gideon was threshing grain inside a winepress—a vat dug out of the ground—hoping that the wandering groups of Midianites would not search in such an unlikely place.  Of course, working within such a confined space, Gideon would be able to thresh only a little bit of grain at a time.  It wasn’t efficient, but it was the only way he could think of to protect a little food from the Midianites.  
4. What is the angel’s greeting?  How does Gideon respond?  Are Gideon’s statements correct?
The angel says “The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valor.”  Gideon responds by saying that if God were with him (and the rest of the Israelites) then things would be quite different.  He implies that God was with the Israelites at the time of the Exodus, but not any longer.  Otherwise, the same miracles that were wrought to free the Israelites from the Egyptians would be worked to free them from the scourge of the Midianites.  Gideon recognized that the people had lost God’s blessings through their sinful idolatry.  It was difficult for Gideon to reconcile the dreadful circumstances facing him and his countrymen with the messenger’s statement of God’s presence.  He wanted to see miracles without launching out by faith.  “The Lord hath forsaken us,” Gideon declares, “and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.”  But neither of these statements are precisely accurate.  God has already sent a prophet in response to the peoples’ cry for aid.  God never forsakes his people, though they may very well forsake Him.  Similarly, Israel’s own weakness, resulting from their willful departure from the source of their strength, had delivered them into the hands of the Midianites.  It is true that God did not work a miracle to keep the Midianites away, but this was essentially the peoples’ own choice.  God never coerces people to accept Him, and when people choose a course contrary to His plan He does not prevent the natural consequences of such a course.  God accepts our choices, however disastrous they might be.  
5. The angel assures Gideon in verse 14 that he will save Israel from the Midianites and that God will be with him.  How does Gideon respond in verse 15?  Why?  
Gideon responds that his family is “poor” in the tribe.  This word may also be translated “weak” or “small.”  He is arguing that his family is weak even within his own tribe.  And Gideon was the youngest son in the family.  As such he doubted that it would be prudent for him to assume leadership in the expedition above older, possibly more experienced, family members.  Gideon seems to have great trouble believing the message that he has been given!  
6. In verse 17 Gideon asks for a sign.  What sign is given to him in verses 18-21?  What is the significance of this?  
It seems that Gideon may not have been fully convinced that his visitor was a heavenly being.  His request was for a miracle to demonstrate that the messenger had power and authority sufficient to back up his assertion that the Midianites could be destroyed.  The word he uses, “present,” may be translated as either “offering” or “gift.”  Gideon may have intended to be vague.  Possibly he used this ambiguous word, suspecting that the stranger was more than a human.  If the visitor were merely a man, he would eat the food provided.  If he were a heavenly messenger, he would accept it as a sacrificial offering and not as food.  Gideon wanted to be sure about who was giving him such directions!  
7. How does Gideon respond in verse 22 to the “sign” provided?  How does the Lord answer him?  
Gideon instantly acknowledges that the visitor whom he had doubted was “an angel of the Lord.”  And then he immediately begins to panic.  He has seen a heavenly messenger “face to face” and probably remembers God’s words to Moses, that “There shall no man see me, and live” (Ex. 33:20).  In fear and consternation, he assumed that death would be the result of looking at a divine being.  But God assures him that he does not need to fear.  He would not die from exposure to the heavenly messenger.  
What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gideon is spoken of as a “mighty man of valor,” but he seems pretty timorous in these verses!  He was clearly a man who knew the history of his people, as he references God’s actions in Egypt and God’s words to Moses.  We might call him today a Bible scholar!  And he clearly feared God in every sense.  But his faith is weak.  He keeps asking for signs and reassurances.  Fortunately God is exceedingly patient with this weakness!  Gideon was a mighty man of valor, but perhaps not so mighty as a man of faith—at least in the beginning.  Happily his experiences here will help him grow into a man of faith.  But he has to be willing to step out in faith first.  Our own faith is also in the process of growing, and God is patient with us too!  But we have to step out in faith—following God’s directions even when they seem risky or impossible—before our faith can grow.  




image1.jpeg




image2.png




