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Judges 6:24-40:  Discussion on 10/6/21
Responses suggested by:  Martin/Wanda

1. Gideon was told previously that he is going to save Israel from the Midianites, but that isn’t his first task.  What are the first directions given to Gideon in verses 25-26?  
25 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Take thy father’s young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the grove that is by it: 26 And build an altar unto the LORD thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut down
Throw down the altar of Baal and cut down the grove of trees that are by it.  Then build an altar unto the Lord on top of “this” rock.  Take the bullock, kill it and offer a burnt sacrifice using the wood of the grove you shall cut down.  Gideon must declare war on idolatry before going to battle with Israel’s heathen enemies.
2.	Consider verse 27.  Does Gideon follow God’s directions?  When, how, and why?  
He did destroy the altar but he did it at night because he feared the men of the city and his father.
Yes.  Gideon told his father, Joash, about the visit from the angel that he was to destroy the Baal altar and Joash, encouraged by his son’s courage, supported this.  Under cover of darkness, Gideon took 10 farm hands and tore down the Baal altar, built an altar of rock to God on the very spot the townsmen previously offered sacrifices to Baal, then cut down all the trees of the grove near it, used that green wood they’d just cut down to build a fire on the rock, then killed the bullock and sacrificed it to God.  The chaos he avoided by doing this in the dark would have terrified any undecided people.  Also, an accomplished fact makes an impression and gives courage.  In our day, many allow the fear of man to deter them from doing bold exploits for God.  
3.	How do the “men of the city” react?
We need to find him and kill him. 
The men of the city were outraged and demanded Joash to deliver up his son to be killed for this act.  Joash instead asked them if they were actually pleading for Baal!??  He said if Baal can’t defend himself, then Baal isn’t a god and certainly can’t defend his worshippers!  Joash got them to wait overnight to give Baal time to do something… but nothing happened!
4.  What do we know of Gideon’s father, Joash?  What is his argument to the men of the city?  Why is he making this argument?  
Joash asks if the men are protecting Baal?
Gideon has told his father about the visit of the angel.
Joash shared in Israel’s apostasy and was actually the one who’d built this altar to Baal.  But Joash had been told of the angel’s visit with Gideon and now stood in defense of his son.  (PP 547- If he had not, the townsmen had intention to kill Gideon.)  
5.	What is the outcome of the confrontation between the men of the city and Joash?  
Gideon is not killed
As it was, all thoughts of violence toward Gideon were dismissed.  In fact, when Gideon had the trumpets sounded, calling all men to war, the men of Ophrah were among the first to respond.
6.	Consider the order of events at the end of this chapter.  First Gideon gathers warriors from all the nearby tribes, then he asks for a sign.  Why? 
Because, he was not sure that he should lead the army. To confirm that he asks for a sign.
According to PP 547-8, Gideon dared not place himself at the head of this army without further evidence that God had called him to this work and that God would be with him.  He also pleaded with God that his extreme caution might not displease the Lord.  His request was granted.  
7.	Why does Gideon ask for another sign, the previous sign already having been given?  
The sign could have been associated with natural causes, so he asked for the sign in reverse
It occurred to Gideon that the nature of wool is to gather moisture and he worried that the first test might be inconclusive, indecisive.  So, the second test was to confirm that God was behind this and would be with Gideon as he led in battle.
NOTE: Gideon gains a nickname- Jerubbaal, which means ‘let Baal fight’ or stick up for himself if he is real.  Gideon’s continued life and prosperity and now this nickname is a standing rebuke and challenge to heathen deities to avenge themselves!  Of course, we know who actually stands behind all the fake gods of our making.  Fear of Baal was and still is- groundless.  Later, Samuel calls Gideon- Jerubbesheth, which literally means ‘Let shame contest’!  

What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
Caution should not prevent us from action, God will continue to work with us if we continue to work with God.
All manufactured and imagined idols, heathen deities and fake gods are impotent and not to be feared.  Fear of them is groundless!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every idol must be removed from my heart if I want to claim God’s blessings.
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