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Judges 8:1-17:  Discussion on 10/20/21
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. Why are the men of Ephraim unhappy at the beginning of this chapter?
Ephraim was the most populous and most important tribe of northern Palestine.  They felt that Gideon had usurped their position of leadership.  The Ephraimites had rallied immediately to Gideon’s call, and had proved their might in battle and their loyalty to Israel.  But they were unhappy with Gideon because they felt that he should have called them before the battle began.  They felt that no one had a right to lead out against the common enemy without first consulting them.  This was pure arrogance.  In common with the other northern tribes, Ephraim had done nothing to oppose the Midianite raids.  Like the other tribes, they were brave enough to join in battle only after the enemy was in flight.  Similarly, there are many today who criticize the one who courageously launches a project.  They hold back any support until it is clear that the attempt will succeed.  Then they attempt to take credit for themselves or to edge into the leadership of the project.  This self-focused attitude can never be appropriate to God’s people!  
2.	How does Gideon respond to the comments of the men of Ephraim?  Why?  
Gideon gives credit freely.  He does not even mention his own efforts, but modestly refers to the 300 men of the family of Abi-ezer who were with him.  He also implies that efforts of the Ephraimites were more successful than the efforts of his group.  They had certainly fought and defeated a large number of men—men that Gideon had only driven off.  Ephraim had won a significant victory against the Midianites, even though they were only spurred to action because of the efforts of Gideon and his 300.  The Ephraimites had defeated Oreb and Zeeb, princes of Midian, along with their men.  Gideon simply frames events as a largely Ephraimite victory, rather than his own, and the Ephraimites accept it.  Gideon’s qualities of leadership and self-control enabled him to deal effectively with the envious Ephraimites.  His courtesy and diplomacy shine through in his response.  
3.	What is Gideon doing, as described in verse 4?  What appeal does he make to the princes of Succoth/men of Penuel?  How do the princes of Succoth/ men of Penuel answer him?  Why?  
Gideon and his 300 warriors are chasing down the Midianites who have otherwise escaped.  As the Midianites fled from Gideon’s first assault, they split up into groups.  One of these had been intercepted by the Ephraimites and destroyed.  Others succeeded in crossing the Jordan and escaping into the hills of Gilead.  Even though Gideon and his men were tired and hungry from their exertions in fighting the Midianite rear guard, they did not pause at the Jordan but immediately crossed it and continued to pursue the enemy.  Gideon was committed to rooting out the Midianite threat.  Even though he had, through God’s direction, accomplished a great deal, he and his men were willing to do more.  But they needed supplies so that they could finish their task.  As such, he asked the princes of Succoth and the men of Penuel to supply food.  The princes of Succoth refused.  They had seen the 15,000 Midianites pass by, and they reasoned that helping Gideon and his men would only anger the Midianites.  They may also have objected to the cost of feeding 300 men.  So instead of exhibiting compassion and patriotic sympathy, they displayed extreme selfishness in consulting only their own petty interests.  They go so far as to mock the efforts of Gideon and his men, implying that they have been and will continue to be unsuccessful in their efforts to defeat the Midianites.  The men of Penuel similarly refused to help in the matter of supplies, presumably for similar reasons.  
4. 	What is Gideon’s response to the princes of Succoth?  To the men of Penuel?  Why?  
Gideon tells the princes of Succoth that once he has obtained victory over the Midianites—particularly the Midianite kings Zebah and Zalmunna, with which names the princes of Succoth had mocked him—he would come back and deal with them appropriately.  Gideon considered the leaders of Succoth as traitors, and threatened a fitting recompense.  Similarly, he assures the men of Penuel that, having achieved peace by finishing off the Midianites, he will return and give them their due by destroying their tower.  
5.	How is the situation with the Midianite host eventually resolved?  
Gideon and his men circled around the Midianites, coming on them from a direction which they didn’t expect.  The Midianites probably thought that they had come far enough that they were secure from further attack.  They may have been trying to regroup after their disastrous panic.  They had probably posted sentries along the way that they had come to sound warning of the approaching Hebrews.  But Gideon and his men outwitted them by making a wise circuit so as to attack from the eastern side of the camp.  The Midianites attempted to flee again, but the Hebrews killed many of them and captured the two kings Zebah and Zalmunna.  The remainder of the Midianites probably escaped in small groups into the desert.  
6.  What is Gideon’s next step after finally defeating the Midianite host and capturing their leaders?  How does he deal with the princes of Succoth?  
Gideon immediately turns his attention to Succoth.  He captures a young person from Succoth, who wrote down the names of the princes and elders of the city.  Since it was the “princes” of Succoth who arrogantly refused aid, Gideon probably wanted to identify the guilty parties.  He only wanted to punish those responsible for the rude refusal to help supply himself and his warriors.  He captured the elders of the city and “taught” them.  Gideon is carrying out the threat that he issued when the princes of Succoth refused him.  It seems this teaching was carried out by beating them with thorny rods.  This punishment was an effective lesson to those in authority, lest they again show arrogant unconcern for their fellow Israelites.  
7.	How does Gideon deal with the men of Penuel?  
It seems that the men of Penuel resisted Gideon when he returned to carry out his threat.  So in order to tear down the tower as Gideon had threatened, he found it necessary to actually kill them.  Gideon had threatened only to destroy the tower.  It was thus probably their own folly that led these men to choose to defend the tower and thus to lose their lives.  These measures served as a reminder to other Israelite towns of the consequences of selfishness and a lack of patriotic feeling toward fellow Israelites.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
What a change we’ve seen in Gideon through the course of this story!  Initially he questioned himself constantly, requiring frequent signs from God for direction.  Now Gideon emerges as a true leader, practicing diplomacy with the Ephraimites, executing clever battle strategy against the Midianites, and punishing those who refused to contribute to the common good.  Gideon has been required to step out in faith in increasingly significant ways, and he has emerged from this journey as a confident leader and a mighty man of faith.  It’s a good reminder to us to step out in faith—in increasingly significant ways.  Gideon has been transformed as God wants to transform all of us, into a people of mountain-moving faith.  




image1.jpeg




image2.png




