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Judges 9:41-57:  Discussion on 11/17/21
Responses suggested by:  Katie


1.  Where did Abimelech go after the battle?  What about Gaal and his followers?  Why?
After the battle Abimelech returned home to Arumah.  Gaal and his followers had sought shelter inside Shechem, but Abimelech didn’t storm the walls.  Shechem was a stronghold, and Abimelech decided to take it by stratagem.  Therefore he returned home as though, having defeated Gaal, he would not press his fight with the Shechemites.  By withdrawing his forces he succeeded in lulling the Shechemites into an unwise sense of security.  Gall and his remaining followers, meanwhile, were thrown out of Shechem.  Gaal’s inability to follow through on his boasts of defeating Abimelech cost him his following in Shechem.  No one had confidence in him anymore, and possibly they hoped that Abimelech would be appeased if Gaal were sent away.  
2.  What does Abimelech do to Shechem in verses 42-45?  Why?  
Abimelech’s strategy has improved on this occasion.  He waits until the townspeople are working out in the field, then he led one group of his men to the city gate and captured it.  This was a dangerous maneuver, as this group of Abimelech’s soldiers would have seen fighting on two fronts.  But by succeeding in this maneuver, Abimelech was able to prevent the Shechemites outside the city from getting back in, and those within from going out to aid their comrades.  There is no doubting Abimelech’s courage, as he himself was fighting within this group.  The battle was a long one, taking all day, but Abimelech took the city.  He utterly destroyed Shechem.  Presumably nearly the entire population of Shechem died by sword or fire in the aftermath of battle.  Then Abimelech sprinkled salt over the ruins in a symbolic action, to express the wish that it might be barren forever.  This action was vindictive but probably not really effective.  
3.   What do the remaining people from Shechem do afterward?  Why?  
The men of the “tower of Shechem,” a nearby stronghold possibly the same as the “house of Millo” mentioned earlier, took refuge in the temple of the god Berith.  Probably the handful of survivors from the city and nearby outlying regions joined them there.  In ancient times temples were commonly regarded as places of asylum.  The residents in the vicinity could have fought it out in their fortified tower, but they chose to go to the temple and plead for mercy.  Had Abimelech not been ruthless, he would probably have respected this ancient custom and spared the people.  However, mercy seemed totally foreign to his nature.  
4. What does Abimelech do in response?  Why?  See verses 47-49.   
Abimelech brought wood and burned the “hold.”  It’s clear that the hold was not intended for defense.  It was a walled cellar of the temple precinct into which the refugees had fled, expecting that Abimelech would honor their right of Asylum there.  The intense heat of the pitchy branches soon set the wooden paneling on fire, with the result that everyone in the space perished.  Abimelech was vicious and vindictive, and apparently determined to ensure that everyone in the region was forced to recognize his authority—by exterminating all of them if necessary.  
5.  Compare verse 20.  How do the actions of Abimelech reflect Jotham’s words?
The prophecy of Jotham was literally fulfilled.  Fire had gone forth from the bramble-king and destroyed Shechem.  He had burned Shechem itself as well as the temple to which the people had fled for refuge.  Many of the people of Shechem were probably in no way concerned with the quarrel or with making Abimelech king.  Perhaps they had not meddled with either side.  However, all through the centuries men of turbulent spirits cause others to perish with them.  
6. How did the bramble king die?  Why?  See also 2 Samuel 11:21.  
Abimelech attacked a town named Thebez near Shechem.  After he broke through the city walls, the citizens fled to a nearby defense tower.  With his characteristic fury and bravery, Abimelech attacked toe tower.  When the defenders resisted his attacks, he tried to set the wooden door on fire.  If he had succeeded in burning the door, his men could have successfully stormed the tower.  But everyone inside was helping to defend it—even the women.  Siege defense tactics were designed so that the men could fight with bows and spears, while the women could roll large stones and other debris down on attackers’ heads.  One particular woman had the upper half of a millstone, which she threw down on top of Abimelech’s head.  Such an injury was likely to be fatal very quickly.  So Abimelech called on his armor bearer to kill him, so that he might escape being known as a man killed by a woman.  But despite the fact that the armor bearer struck him through, Abimelech was still known as a man killed by a woman.  Joab, in his message to King David, references the fact that Abimelech was killed by a woman.  
7.  What is the moral of this story?  What connections do you see with Jotham’s oration?  
The murderer of the sons of Gideon “upon one stone” is killed by a stone striking his head.  The wicked Shechemites, who used temple money to hire the assassination of good men, were burned to death in that same temple y the one they had aided in the deed.  Abimelech and the Shechemites have indeed brought about the deaths of one another, and Jotham’s curse is completely fulfilled.  Events have come full circle.  [bookmark: _GoBack]What have we learned with this section?  How can we apply it to our lives?
Abimelech died an early and ignominious death, which is very satisfying to us as readers of these events since he was an evil man.  But during his life, Abimelech brought about the deaths of many others, some of whom were probably innocent at least insofar as Gideon’s sons were concerned.  The author of these passages feels very strongly that God controlled the events of history, punishing both individual and national crimes.  But what about these relative innocents?  What was their crime?  Remember that Jotham risked his life to prophecy the events that would follow from anointing Abimelech as king.  These people were offered a warning by Jotham, and they failed to listen.  When people refuse to heed God’s messengers they bring destruction upon themselves.  We’ve received warnings from God too!  These stories should remind us to heed those warnings.  Failure to do so can be fatal.  
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