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Judges 10:1-8:  Discussion on 11/24/21
Responses suggested by:  Beth


1.  What do we know about Tola?  
· He was a judge of Israel after Abimelech.
· Son of Puah
· Grandson of Dodo
· Of the tribe of Issachar
· He and his father were named after two of the sons of Issachar (Genesis 46:13, Numbers 26:23).
· He lived in Shamir in Mount Ephraim.
· He judged Israel 23 years.
· He died and was buried in Shamir.  
· He feared the Lord, as is indicated by the statement, “After the death of Abimelech, the rule of judges who feared the Lord served for a time to put a check upon idolatry.”  (PP 557)

2.  What do we know about Jair?   
· Jair was judge after Tola.  
· He was a Gileadite, of the tribe of Manassseh.  
· He judged Israel for 22 years.  These words were never used of the cruel Abimelech… it’s only stated that he “reigned” over Israel.  Jair’s rule must have been enlightened and beneficial, like that of the other judges.  
· He had 30 sons, so was probably a polygamist, like Gideon.  
· 30 asses represent quite a bit of wealth.  This shows honor, dignity, and blessings.  
· He died and was buried in Camon.  
3.   After the death of Jair, who had judged Israel for 22 years, how did the children of Israel behave?  
After the death of Jair, the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord and served other gods.  They forsook the Lord and served not him.  
4. The Philistines and Ammonites plagued the Israelites for 18 years.  What did the Israelites do in response?  Why?  (See verse 10)  
The children of Israel cried unto the Lord, saying, we have sinned against thee, both because we have forsaken our God and also served Baalim.  
5.  How does the Lord respond to them in verses 11-14?  Why?  Doesn’t God always reach out to help His children?  
The Lord reminded them about all of the deliverances He had done for them, “And I will deliver you no more.”  He tells them to go to their chosen gods for them to deliver the children of Israel in time of trouble.  They had forsaken God.  
Yes, God always helps His children… but His children are obedient and faithful, true followers.  In this case, the cry of the children of Israel was not acceptable because it did not represent true repentance.  (PP 557)
6.  How do the Israelites respond in verses 15-16?  
The children of Israel said, “We have sinned, do whatsoever seems right to them, but deliver us.”  They did away with the strange gods and served the Lord.  
7.  What does verse 16 tell us about God’s relationship with His people?  
When we pray and give a sincere repentance, our merciful God hears our plea.  He is always there for His people.  This verse tells us that God was grieved for His people, because He loves them and seeing them miserable is a grief to Him.  But that love isn’t quite enough to make everything alright!  The Israelites first had to sincerely repent.  Only then could God deliver them from the misery that they were living under.  But as soon as they truly repented and changed their ways, He was right there to help them!  
 [bookmark: _GoBack]What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
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