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Judges 11:1-28:  Discussion on 12/1/21
Responses suggested by:  Wanda


1. Consider Jephthah’s family situation in verses 1 and 2.  Who was his mother?  His father?  Where did he grow up?
Apparently, Jephthah did not grow up with a mother.  She was a prostitute and Jephthah’s father took the child into his home to raise along with many other sons, from his wedded wife.  The father’s name was Gilead, he had property and inherited land in the territory of Manasseh. Gilead treated him as a legitimate son.  It is supposed that it was when their father died, that Jephthah’s step brothers rejected him, throwing him out.  They said that as he was the son of a prostitute, he would not be inheriting any property of their father.  
2 .  How was Jephthah making his living?  What does it mean that “vain men” were gathered to him, and “went out” with him?
Having no home, Jephthah turned to a life as a warrior.  He became very skilled as a mighty man, even becoming the leader of a whole army of men in similar circumstances.  They made their living as mercenaries, scouts, guards, security, soldiers of fortune, etc.  Together Jephthah’s group went on forays together and built a reputation for bravery, sagacity, and initiative.  Hebrews 11:32 mentions Jephthah as a man of faith, so, one of God’s own.
3.   What request do the “elders of Gilead” make of Jephthah?  Why?
The elders of Gilead asked Jephthah to lead them in a war with the Ammonites. Because these people had been raiding Israel for years.  The ‘elders’ didn’t have the skills nor reputation necessary to have support from the tribes, nor their confidence that the elders could deal with battling the Ammonites.  Jephthah did.
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4.  How does Jephthah respond to them?  What deal do they eventually make?  Why?
Hesitantly.  Jephthah brought up how the elders sided with his half-brothers when he was disenfranchised and thrown off his father’s land, out of the tribe and even the country!  He felt that even if they had not violated the letter of the law, they did violate his father’s wishes.  Why would they think he should trust them now?  
In the end, Jephthah was still patriotic and made a deal that he would be in charge, captain, of the fighters for the duration of the war.  In this sense, the elders were appealing to him as a mercenary.  They then enhanced the offer and said they would make him their head- in peace time as well as in war.
Understandably, Jephthah asked them what assurance they could give they’d keep their word.  The elders then call upon the Lord to witness their agreement to Jephthah’s terms and watch that they live up to their word.
Christians today show wisdom when they make agreements clear and explicit so there is no possibility for questioning or recrimination afterward. The Lord is a God of order and clarity, not ambiguity.  
The promises of the elders was confirmed by the people and Jephthah was inaugurated as civil and military leader of all tribes east of the Jordan.
5.  Once Jephthah is made captain, what is his first move in dealing with the Ammonites?  Why?
He sent messengers announcing himself to the king of Ammonites as the Gileadites new leader and attempt peaceful negotiations. Jephthah wants to ask point blank why the Ammonites keep raiding, what reasons do they think they have to invade? He wanted to settle the dispute on the basis of justice. If Israel had done them wrong, he was ready to restore their rights.
6.  How does the king of the Ammonites respond?  What charge does he make of the Israelites?  
The Ammonite king blusters forth with intimidation. He claimed that all the land of Gilead really belonged to the Ammonites and demanded its surrender as the only condition of peace.  He charged that the Israelites invaded his people when they came here from Egypt.  But that was not true 
7.  How does Jephthah answer this charge?  Describe his argument in verses 15-27.
Jephthah related the true history.  The Lord had forbidden Israel to attach the Moabites and Ammonites (Deut 2:9,19. ) So, they passed around Moab and avoided the territory of Ammon. They asked for passage from the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Edomites and Amorites (king Sihon) All those kings refused to let Israel pass through, so Israel went around and stayed a time at Kedesh. The Amorites were at that time in possessed Gilead, this land that the Ammonite king was claiming. The Lord later told the Israelites to attack them.  King Sihon and the Amorites were totally defeated by Israel, so Israel owned the land.  Jephthah told the Ammonite king that Israel defeated the Amorites, Ammon did not, so had no legal claim to ownership. Israel claimed it on 3 fronts:
1.	Direct conquest
2.	Decision of God
3.	Undisputed possession over long time period What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
Fairness, Justice, Integrity, Wisdom.  Jephthah’s story resonates with these characteristics.  Despite mistreatment at the hands of his family and countrymen, Jephthah stayed faithful to God and even to his country.  Relenting to the ‘elders’ request, Jephthah had the wisdom to clarify their expectations and to bind them to keep their word. Also, though relegated to the life of a warrior, he sought peaceable solutions first when dealing with the heathen king of the Ammonites.  It would have been natural to just go to war from the outset, but Jephthah chose conversation and tried to learn if the Ammonites had a legitimate case.  He would have made things right if needed.  However, when the truth came out, he went to war with God’s approval, and of course, prevailed.
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