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Judges 12:1-15:  Discussion on 12/22/21
Responses suggested by:  Katie


1.  What is the Ephraimite objection to Jephthah’s actions?
The Ephraimites saw themselves as having a right of leadership.  Unfortunately, while they perceived themselves as leaders, they did not behave as leaders.  They were passive in time of oppression and arrogant when others had taken the initiative and won the victory.  Their pride led them to resent having had no part in the glory of the victory.  They also felt that Gilead had no right to act apart from them, and certainly no right to choose a ruler like Jephthah.  
2.  How does Jephthah respond to the Ephraimites?  Compare Judges 8:1-3.   
Jephthah explained that the Gileadites were at war with the Ammonites.  No one—not even the Ephraimites—had appeared to help them.  So, Jephthah states, he put his own life at risk to lead the battle against the Ammonites for the protection of his own people.  When Gideon faced a similar inquisition from the Ephraimites in Judges 8, he emphasized the Ephraimites’ contributions in battle.  Gideon had been conciliatory toward them and overlooked their boorishness, but Jephthah was in no mood to become subservient to them.  It is difficult to tell whether Jephthah’s answer was given in a conciliatory spirit, but it seems clear that the Ephraimites were determined to start the fight that they wanted to begin in Gideon’s time.  
3.   Who are the Gileadites?  Why did they fight with the Ephraimites?
Gilead literally means “heap [of stones] of testimony.”  The name first appears in Genesis 31:21-22, where Laban catches up with Jacob.  The region of Gilead is east of the Jordan River, and the “Gileadites” here probably includes all the Israelites east of the Jordan.  The Ephraimites appear to start the conflict by intolerable taunts.  The full force of the Ephraimite mockery is lost to us because we don’t know all the details.  It seems that fierce jealousy had sprung up between the Manassites living east of the Jordan, and the rest of Manasseh and their close kinsmen, the Ephraimites, in western Palestine.  The Manassites in the east had grown closer to the tribes of Reuen and Gad, among whom they lived, than they were to the western members of their own tribe.  The Ephraimites seem to have been mocking them for this division in the clan, calling them fugitives, that is, the dregs and lower class of the tribal relatives in the west.  
4.  How did the fight go?  What did the Gileadites do?  See verse 5.  
The “men of Gilead smote Ephraim,” which indicates that the fight went entirely in Jephthah’s favor.  The Gileadites won the battle, and then took the ford over the Jordan.  The Ephraimites who fled the battle would have to cross the Jordan in order to return to their own lands.  The Gileadites set a guard on the crossing point in order to capture the surviving Ephraimites.  
5.  What was the test for determining which travelers were Ephraimites?  Why was such a test necessary?  
The Ephraimites who had so recently accused the Gileadites of being “fugitives” from their own tribe were now literally fugitives.  The Gileadites needed a test to distinguish between the fugitives and the harmless travelers and merchants.  The men who had boasted of their tribe shortly before were now willing to deny any connection with it in order to save their lives.  Travelers across the Jordan were asked to pronounce the word “Shibboleth.”  It was probably selected at random as an example of a word beginning with the letter shin.  Any other word beginning with that letter might have worked as well.  The Hebrews east of the Jordan, the Gileadites, pronounced the initial letter shin with the diphthong “sh” like “shirt” or “shield” while those west of the Jordan, like the Ephraimites, pronounced it with a soft “s” sound like “sit” or “sift.”  It was one of those differences in dialect that had grown up through the years, and it made it possible to distinguish where people had grown up.  Similar tests could be applied today!  People from Minnesota pronounce the long “o” differently, while those from Michigan tend to lengthen the “a” sound.  Texans have a number of unique linguistic characteristics as well.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]6.  How was the conflict resolved?  
The pronunciation test was very successful.  The Ephraimites could not pronounce Shibboleth as the Gileadites did.  When they found an Ephraimite trying to cross the Jordan, the Gileadites executed him.  Apparently 2,040 Ephraimites were killed in this fashion, adequately suppressing the Ephraimite aggression.  
7.  Jephthah wasn’t a judge for very long before his death.  What do we know of the three judges who came after him?  
Ibzan (probably from the Bethlehem in the tribe of Zebulun, not the Bethlehem of Judah) had a policiy of strengthening his position through intermarriage.  He gave his 30 daughters in marriage to men of other tribes, and also took daughters for his 30 sons from other tribes than these.  This information is recorded to show that Ibzan was a great man with wide influcence.  Moreover, since he lived to see his 60 children married, he must have had a long and prosperous life, although he ruled Israel for only 7 years.  There seems to have been peace during his rule.  Elon was a Zebulonite, and he was judge for 10 years.  Abdon was probably an Ephraimite, and he judged Israel for 8 years.  He had an extremely large family, which is cited as evidence of his wealth and high rank.  These men demonstrate that polygamy was widespread, at least among those who could afford numerous wives.  What have we learned with this section?  How can we apply it to our lives?
Pride always leads to a fall!  We know this from many sections of the Bible, as well as from our own experience, but it sure can be hard to remember in our own lives.   The Ephraimites had a pride problem.  It must have seemed to them that they were simply standing up for the honor of their tribe, but the truth is that they were arrogant.  They demanded the respect due a leader without having the qualities of a leader.  It’s a good reminder that when we’re thinking about honor or respect, we had better check for hidden pride.  The Gileadites may be seen as fighting for the honor of their community as well, but they are depending on God.  The Ephraimites are the aggressors, and their pride leads rapidly to their downfall.  
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