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Judges 13:1-25:  Discussion on 12/29/21
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. What directions does the “angel of the Lord” give to Manoah’s wife?    
She was to take special care to avoid consuming any wine or other intoxicating drinks.  She was also directed to avoid unclean foods.  It’s likely that many Israelites were careless in observing the Levitical laws of clean and unclean foods at this time, but the mother of this special child was to take particular care.  She was also to see that no one cut his hair.  A person under the Nazirite vow was not to cut his hair during the time of the vow.  When the vow expired, he was to cut off all his hair and present it at the tabernacle (Numbers 6:18).  The long hair of the Nazirite was the visible token of consecration, reminding both himself and the people of the sacred vows he had assumed.  Since the promised child was to be a Nazirite from birth, his hair was to be left long.  
2.  What does it mean to be a Nazirite?  Do we know of any other examples of Nazirites in the Bible?  
The word “Nazirite” means “separated” or “devoted.”  It is probably a shortened form of the full title, “devoted to God.”  The Nazirite vow was usually a voluntary and temporary vow, carried out only for a specified period of time.  It involved the consecration of one’s life to God, and involved certain outward manifestations (Numbers 6):  
· Abstaining from all products of the grape, including wine, vinegar, and fruit.  
· Allowing the hair of the head to grow.  
· Refraining from approaching a dead body under any circumstances.  
The Nazirite vow was highly regarded among the Hebrews.  There are a couple of well-known Bible characters who were Nazirites:  
· Samuel was a Nazirite (1 Samuel 1:8-20).  
· John the Baptist was appointed a Nazirite from birth (Luke 1:11-17).  
Some have thought that possibly Joseph was a Nazirite.  In Genesis 49:26, Joseph is described as “separate” from his brethren.  But the word translated “separate” is the same as the word that is here translated “Nazirite.”  It’s the same word used of all Nazirites.  
3.  The promised child was to be “a Nazarite to God from the womb.”  Does this violate free choice?  Why or why not?
The Nazirite vow was usually voluntary and temporary.  But in Samson’s case, the dedication was externally imposed on him by divine command and began from birth.  God had a plan for Samson’s life.  Through Samson’s leadership, the Israelites were to be delivered from Philistine bondage.  Both the vow and the parents’ faithful training were to influence the child to recognize the plan of God for his life and lead him to consecrate himself to fulfill it.  In Samson, one devoted to God, the Lord designed to set before the people an object lesson of the strength they might attain to overcome their foes through submission and service to God.  Unfortunately, as Samson grew to adulthood, he refused to bring his life into harmony with the plan that God had for him.  He became self-willed and careless morally.  This unfortunate history teaches us that Samson enjoyed the same freedom to choose as the rest of us.  He had the choice to comply with God’s plan for his life or not.  So too do we!  God has a plan for every life.  Yet such a plan does not preclude free choice.  People must still choose as to whether they will follow the divine blueprint or not.  
4.  How does Manoah react to his wife’s report?  Why?  
Manoah completely believed his wife and the angel.  He took for granted that in due time this promised child would be given to them.  Yet he was concerned that he and his wife might make some mistake in carrying out the instructions that had been provided to them, so he sought for further guidance and information.  He took his problem to God in prayer, asking the Lord to direct the Man of God to come back and teach them further regarding the training of this promised child.  His faith is in sharp contrast to that of the priest Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, who asked for a sign when the angel of the Lord appeared to him and promised him a child.  
5.  Who was the Messenger who came to answer Manoah’s request?  Why is His name “secret”?  
It seems likely that the Messenger was Jesus Himself.  He doesn’t give an answer in the matter of His name, although other angels have answered the question simply enough.  Instead, He states that his name is “secret.”  The word indicates something extraordinary, ineffable, beyond human understanding.  Compare Psalm 139:6, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.”  Such comparison indicates that the name of the Messenger is not precisely “secret” or “wonderful,” but rather that His name is beyond Manoah’s power to understand.  
6.	What happens with the sacrifice?  Why?  
As the flame and smoke of the sacrifice ascended toward heaven, the Messenger went with it.   The picture isn’t entirely clear, but it must have been astounding to see, since Manoah and his wife fell on their faces at the miraculous sight.  This wonder was calculated to increase the faith of the couple in the promised birth of the child.  They were to recognize that God was still working wonders in their days.  
7.  Consider verse 25.  What does it mean that the Spirit of the Lord “began to move him at times”?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Samson knew that he was consecrated to God for a special function.  His long hair and habits of abstinence set him apart.  Promptings from the Lord began to stir him up, to agitate his mind to plan action against the oppression of the Philistines.  Samson felt impelled to exercise his unusal strength in deeds of valor.  It’s possible that the writer is here referencing Samson’s early exploits, which are not otherwise described.  In any case, Samson began to feel the promptings of the Holy Spirit leading him toward his intended work.  What have we learned with this section?  How can we apply it to our lives?
God has a plan for each of us.  Yet we always face the choice to follow His plan or to fall short of it.  It’s worth reflecting on the ways in which we are complying with or fighting against God’s plan!   We may not be Nazirites, but we are supposed to be dedicated to His service.  
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