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Judges 16:1-17:  Discussion on 1/19/22
Responses suggested by:  Martin

1. Why is Samson in Gaza?  What did the inhabitants of that city plan for him?  Why?  
Gaza was the largest city of the philistines and the most southern of them. Close to home. Samson was confident in his strength so he went into the midst of the city to visit a harlot.  His previous choices of life mates lead him down a bad path.
2. What did Samson do to the gates of the city?  Why?  
Well, the plan was to surround Samson and kill him in the morning. He got up in the middle of the night and saw that he was ‘trapped’. To make his (that was a bad plan) point he took the gates of the city about 38 miles away.
3. Who is Delilah?  Why does she want the secret to Samson’s strength?  
Delilah is a woman. We don’t know a lot about her. She may be Philistine, but given that they offered her a bribe she was likely not (they threatened Samsons first wife). Probably has everything, looks, popular, Samson falls in ‘love’ again. This is the actual problem. People who don’t know what love is, what it really is, think they ‘love’. But human love is selfish. The culture here, as today, values the wrong things and purport the wrong values. It is a mix of selfish and real love ideals.
4.	What is Samson’s first answer to Delilah’s question?  Does it reveal anything about the true source of his strength?  What happens? 
If he was tied with ‘seven green withs that were never dried’.  Withs is likely tent cord or bow strings.  The relevant item here is ‘seven’. Seven is associated with God and his perfection. It is the most common number in biblical prophecy occurring 42 times.  It is also Samsons sign of his commitment to God (seven locks of his hair)   
5.	What is Samson’s second answer to Delilah’s question?  Does it reveal anything about the true source of his strength?  What happens?  
If they bound him with new ropes which were never that were never occupied (used).  While they have tried ropes before, they failed to work. In this case Samson says they were never touched may refer to the fact that Samson hair had never been cut. 
6.	What is Samson’s third answer to Delilah’s question?  Does it reveal anything about the true source of his strength?  What happens?  
If his hair was woven into with a web.  Samson is playing right into Delilah’s hands touching on the very source of his strength. 
7.	Consider Samson’s fourth answer to Delilah’s persistent question.  Is he telling her the truth here?  
Yes, he is. She ‘vexed’ him. He gave in.
8.	Samson surely knows what Delilah will do with the information about cutting his hair after three previous examples.  Why do you think Samson tells her?  
any people believe that God will always show us favor, bless us, because of his great love for us. There is no line which we may cross that he will not continue to show us favor. That we do  not need to heed his words. Samson demonstrates this. Even knowing his hair will be cut Samson believes that God will continue to use him because they Philistines know that God has blessed Samson.  This is not the case. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
We did not ask the most important question of the whole chapter. How does Samson wind up in Heb 11:32?
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