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Judges 17:1-13:  Discussion on 2/2/22
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. This story is quite different from the narrative preceding it.  When does this take place?  
The remainder of the book of Judges is composed of two “appendixes” to the history of the preceding chapters.  Up to this point, the book has revolved around the cycle of apostasy, oppression, and deliverance.  The remaining chapters record events that happened earlier in the period of the judges.  The life of Micah and the northward migration of a part of the tribe of Dan, described in chapters 17 and 18, probably took place during the time of the elders that followed Joshua.  (See Judges 2:8-13.)  
2. Describe the chain of events having to do with the 1,100 shekels of silver.  To whom did they belong?  Why did Micah’s mother bless him?  
Micah stole the money (1,100 shekels) from his mother.  It seems that when his mother, a wealthy widow, discovered that the money was missing, she placed a fearful curse on the person who had taken it.  It possibly didn’t occur to her that her own son had taken it.  She eventually dedicates the money for the purposes of a religious offering, but it isn’t clear whether she had dedicated the money to that cause prior to the theft or whether she did so afterward.  If she had previously dedicated the money to religious purposes, she may have mentioned this while placing the curse.  The thief could not then use it, as people of the time would have believed, without suffering retaliation from the deity which had been invoked.  As Micah seems to have been a man of faith—not a pure faith but an active one—this may have had an impact on him.  People of ancient times had no doubt of the power of a curse to bring about grief.  They also often believed that a curse could not be withdrawn.  As such, when she discovered that her own son was responsible for the theft, Micah’s mother may have sought to avoid the effects of her curse by neutralizing it with a blessing.  
3.  Who were these people?  Whom did they worship?  What did Micah’s mother do with the money?
These people lived somewhere along the road that ran through the central mountains of Palestine in the territory of Ephraim.  Micah’s name in verse 2, “Mikayehu,” means “Who is like God [Yahweh]”.  In verse 3, Micah’s mother says that she dedicated the money to “the Lord,” that is, Yahweh.  The mother and her son were thus worshippers of the God of the Hebrews, and they are quite likely Hebrews themselves.  But their worship had become degraded, as had that of other Israelites, to the point where they were making graven images to the Lord in direct violation of the second commandment.  In particular, Micah’s mother takes the money and gives it to a “founder” who makes a “graven image and a molten image.”  It’s not clear whether these are two distinct idols, or only one silver idol adorned with sculptured ornament.  Often an image was carved or graven from some base metal and then covered over by a more precious metal.  It’s possible that the “graven image” and the “molten image” refer to two separate stages in the production of a single idol.  Alternately, these may be two separate idols that are related in some unidentified way, perhaps as alternate images of the same deity, or possibly deities that were thought to be otherwise related—images of deities depicting couples, mother and child, and other familial relationships have always been popular.  
4. What does Micah do in verse 5?  What is described here?  
Apparently Micah had a “house of gods,” that is, a private shrine or sanctuary.  He seems to have wanted to make it into a private version of the temple.  He stocked his shrine with household idols, teraphim, made a priestly garment, or ephod, and set up one of his sons as the priest of the shrine.  Micah wasn’t simply an ordinary idolater—he seems to have set up a fully stocked false temple featuring some kind of false religious service.  His shrine featured idols and one of his own sons as a false priest!  Every one of these acts was in direct violation of the law of Moses.  Micah’s apostasy is fully developed and astonishingly detailed.  You can see that he is at least partially familiar with the proper requirements for the tabernacle and for true worship.  
5. What is the young man, the Levite, doing when he meets Micah?  Why?  
Because of the prevailing apostasy, the Israelites were not supporting the Levites with their tithes as God intended.  Since the Levites did not have territory like the other tribes, they could not support themselves by their lands, as the other tribes did.  This particular Levite, then, was wandering around looking for employment and some place to live.  
6.   What does Micah offer him?  Why?  
Micah offers him a position as priest of his private shrine.  Micah promises to pay 10 shekels per year in addition to food, clothing, and lodging for his new priest.  Micah regarded it as good fortune that he had managed to locate a Levite to be his priest.  He had installed his son as priest out of necessity, but now he was pleased to have a professional.  
7. What is Micah attempting to accomplish with this arrangement?   
Micah seems to have believed that as a result of the Levite’s ministry with his shrine, Jehovah would prosper him in whatever he did.  By approaching following God’s directions in this one minor detail (only Levites could be priests), Micah thought he could gain God’s blessings.  Yet he was (possibly unknowingly) violating the commandments of God in every other part of his worship.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
We are privileged to actually have God’s directions!  We have the ability to KNOW what pleases God and what does not.  We are in this sense privileged above many previous generations.  The Bible is readily available to us, and we can know with certainty what God’s directions actually contain.  We should praise God for making this information available to us, and we should honor this availability by actually reading His word and working out His directions for ourselves.  
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