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Judges 20:1-48:  Discussion on 3/2/22
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. How do the Israelites respond to the unconventional message they had received from the Levite in chapter 19?
The horrific “message” from the Levite roused a considerable response.  A vast, spontaneous assemblage of men prepared for battle gathered to determine what must be done.  Nearly every Hebrew settlement sent delegations.  The gruesome “message” did its intended work, arousing the general wrath of the community.  The word that the Israelites were assembling to punish the crime might have reached the Benjamites of Gibeah as soon as the first groups of warriors began to arrive at Mizpeh, or even before.  It may also be that the Benjamites received the same summons as the other tribes.  When the number of Israelites swelled to a throng, they asked the Levite to give them a firsthand description of the crime of which the men of Gibeah were guilty.  
2. What does the Levite say happened (v. 4-6)?  Is this account accurate?  Honest?  Why or why not?
The Levite reports that he and his concubine went “to lodge” in Gibeah, and the men of Gibeah surrounded the house.  He says that the men of Gibeah intended to kill him, and he states that they “forced” his concubine to the extent that she died.  Then he describes his actions in dismembering his concubine and sending the pieces throughout Israel.  The account is not exactly inaccurate, but it’s not precisely honest either.  We see nothing here about the men of Gibeah’s motives in surrounding the house, specifically their intentions regarding the Levite himself.  The previous chapter did not indicate that the men of Gibeah threatened to kill the Levite, but they probably would have killed him after following through on their intentions.  Of course, the Levite manages to leave out his own actions in shoving his concubine out to face the vicious horde alone.  

3. What do they decide to do?  What is their first step?  Is this reasonable?  Why or why not?  
The whole assembly unites in outrage, and they decide that none of them should return home until the situation had been rectified.  They choose to go up in battle array against the town of Gibeah and demand the surrender of the guilty.  Before resorting to outright warfare, the assembly tried to reason with the tribe of Benjamin, urging them to recognize the enormity of the sin committed, and to deliver up the guilty men that they might be put to death.  It was a reasonable demand.  Those that were guilty ought to pay the penalty for their misdeeds, and the sins committed were so depraved that they called for the death penalty.  Only in that way could the tribes be free from guilt.  
4. How does the tribe of Benjamin react?   Why?
Unfortunately, the tribe of Benjamin did not accede to the demands of the gathered warriors.  The Benjamites preferred civil war to giving up their criminals.  Tribal pride and solidarity in this instance served to uphold and defend men of the worst sort.  But the tribe of Benjamin was determined to defend their “right” to wickedness and perversion.  
5. This is a civil war.  The Benjamites are Israelites too, after all.  Can God be in favor of this action?  Why or why not?  
It seems that God is in favor of this action.  On three separate occasions (verses 18, 23, and 28), at least the leaders of the expedition inquired of the Lord.  God does not object to their course at any time.  And on the second and third occasions, He explicitly directs them to go up against Benjamin.  It seems that the people of Benjamin needed to be humbled and brought to a recognition of their guilt.  
6. How long did the battle last?  Why did it take so long, even after the Israelites asked for God’s support?  
The first part of the battle lasted for two days.  The Benjamites succeeded in driving the others back on both days.  Then the people went to consult once again with the Lord.  They fasted, offered sacrifices, and prayed.  Then God instructed them that He would deliver the victory on the following day.  It seems that the Israelites were not permitted to win a victory until after a preparatory period.  The setbacks effectively drove them to fasting and prayer and to an earnest inquiry as to the cause of their failure.  This delay was God’s opportunity to point out to them their own defects of character that needed correction as much as the faults of the Benjamites.  The inhabitants of Gibeah were not the only Israelites who had become accustomed to an unacceptable level of wickedness in their lives.  The other Israelites may also have needed to recognize their kinship with the Benjamites.  
7. How did the final battle go?  Who won?  
In the previous two battles, the punative forces had been overconfident because they felt that their cause was just and because the weight of numbers was on their side.  But God organizes matters as He sees fit, and such advantages do not preclude the need for much prayer and cautious strategy.  In this case, the other Israelites hid a part of their forces around the city of Gibeah and another part farther away.  Then the attackers drew the Benjamites away from Gibeah by pretending to retreat, and the hidden forces rose up from behind as well as in front.  So the Benjamites were surrounded and cut off from Gibeah.  The ambushers set the city on fire as a signal to their comrades that the Benjamites had been cut off.  Then the retreating forces turned to fight.  The Benjamites fled to other cities belonging to their tribe, but they were persued and killed.  The tribe of Benjamin was nearly wiped out.  
8. How many Benjamite survivors were there?  Did the other Israelites execute justice for the events concerning the concubine?  
There were only 600 surviving Benjamite warriors.  The tribe of Benjamin was almost exterminated.  The indiscriminant slaughter of noncombatants, not to mention that of the broken and fleeing army, was uncalled for.  The sin of the men of Gibeah was great and needed to be punished, but when the resistance of the Benjamites was destroyed, the duty of the rest of the Israelites was finished.  The individual perpetrators could be caught and punished.  Their city, Gibeah, was already in ruins.  It should have been enough.  There was no excuse for the relentless extermination of the whole tribe or for the burning of its cities.  But the heat of battle carries people further than they would go in their saner moments.  The mob mentality takes over.  This would be espceially true when they were without a strong leader to whom they could look for direction and who could exercise control.  The wounded pride of the Israelite army, stinging under the two defeats by their much smaller adversary, led them to commit another great wrong.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
There are a couple of remarkable things about this story.  First, God used the Israelites to bring the inhabitants of Gibeah under control.  The inexcusable behavior of the men of Gibeah regarding the concubine unequivocally brought the death penalty down on their head.  But before the other Israelites were able to execute that judgement, they had to be brought within God’s will themselves.  So God did use the Israelites to punish their Benjamite brethren, but they themselves had to be brought up short first.  But then the Israelites got carried away.  Rather than merely executing appropriate judgement regarding the inhabitants of Gibeah, they lost control and began slaughtering Benjamites without regard to either justice or judgment.  This is a good warning for us!  Zeal for the right is a fine thing, but we can easily let it lead us into prideful wickedness.  
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