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Judges 21:1-25:  Discussion on 3/9/22
Responses suggested by:  Katie

1. Consider the oath described in verse 1.  Who made it?  Why?  
It seems that the Israelites who had so nearly wiped out the Benjamites had made an oath soon after they first assembled at Mizpeh, before any open hostilities began.  In anger, after hearing what the inhabitants of Gibeah had done, they swore that none of their families would be joined to the Benjamites in marriage.  Although such oaths could not be broken or withdrawn, the Israelites, especially in later times, found many ways to keep the letter of an oath but break the spirit by trickery or some other evasion.  However, no one is under an obligation to keep his pledged word if it requires him to commit a wrong act.  
2. Why are the people weeping in verses 2-3?  Is this reasonable?  
After their anger had waned, the people recognized that they had gone too far.  With the typical emotionality of the East, they engage in all sorts of mourning.  Of course, it would have been much better if their weeping had come earlier, before their violent reaction.  The question in verse 3 suggests that they blamed God for having brought the tribe of Benjamin to virtual extinction.  They certainly should have known that it was their own anger and desire for revenge that was the real cause, but they blamed God instead.  
3. What additional oath is referenced in verse 5?  What are they looking for?  Why?  
Apparently in their anger at the inhabitants of Gibeah, the Israelites had made another oath.  They swore that any Israelite settlement that did NOT join in the punitive expedition to Gibeah would be likewise punished.  So after the battle was all over, they began an investigation to determine whether the entire nation had responded to the summons to take part in the war against Benjamin.  Their attention settled on Jabesh-gilead, which had a certain affinity with the tribe of Benjamin. 
4.  Consider the actions of the Israelites regarding Jabesh-gilead.  What problem are they trying to solve?  Why?  
The rest of the Israelites seem to have been pleased with the discovery that Jabesh-gilead had not supported the fight against the Benjamites, because they could then take the women of that town to supply wives to the Benjamites…  this while simultaneously keeping both oaths and punishing the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead for their failure to participate in the fight against Gibeah.  They wiped out the men of Jabesh-gilead and gave their women to the Benjamites.  The whole ruthless procedure, though carried out under the guise of fulfilling a sacred oath to the Lord, was nothing but a brutal expedient to prevent the extinction of the tribe of Benjamin.   

5. What is the problem with this dubious solution?  Consider verse 14.  
It seems that there weren’t enough women from the town of Jabesh-gilead to “suffice” the Benjamites.  They found only four hundred young women, and there were six hundred Benjamite warriors still living.  So additional measures were necessary in order to see that the Benjamites were able to reproduce themselves with Israelite, rather than Canaanite, women, while still keeping their vows.  
6. How do the elders of Israel ultimately decide to supply wives for the remaining Benjamites?  
Instead of courageously repudiating their unwise vow, the elders decided on a bizarre scheme that would allow them to keep its letter.  All the men of Israel were required to attend three feasts during the year.  Since the tabernacle was at Shiloh, these gatherings would be held there.  Although only the men were required to attend, many women would be present also, as it was a festive social occasion.  The elders of Israel encouraged the Benjamites to kidnap young women as they came out to “dance in dances.” 
7. What arrangements do the elders need to make in order for this solution to work?  Why?  
The elders of Israel promised to placate the fathers and brothers of these abducted girls.  They had determined that the Bejamites must have Israelite brides, but they need to find a way for the father-in-laws to keep the letter of their vow, even as they violated its spirit.  By kidnapping the young women, the Benjamites would allow their fathers-in-law to be innocent of vow-breaking since the women would be taken by force rather than given as brides.  
8. Consider verse 25.  Why do you suppose the book ends in this way?  
This statement reinforces the lawless state of affairs that were current in the region at that time.  The situation described with the Benjamites gives a powerful example of the way that mens’ passions ran away with them and caused them to make poor decisions, which they then compounded with more poor decisions!  It also serves as an appropriate transition to the book of Samuel, which describes the beginning of the monarchy in Israel.  Though that was certainly not without its problems!  [bookmark: _GoBack]What have we learned with this chapter?  How can we apply it to our lives?
The Israelites made unwise vows, found themselves carried away by their emotions, and rather than repudiating any of their previous behavior, committed new atrocities in their attempt to correct previous disasters.  It’s clear that their pride carried them away time and time again, and it is no different today.  In order to avoid owning up to our mistakes, we keep making more!  These ancient elders of Israel do not manage to fool anyone except perhaps themselves with their increasingly catastrophic choices—not their contemporaries, not the author of this book, not God and not us.  Yet rather than acknowledge their errors, they seek to hide them by compounding them.  This is such a human tendency that it is probably well known to all of us, but it is neither honest nor successful.  Surely God would instead have us repent of our past mistakes and then seek His guidance to repair the damage!  
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