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Ruth
Ruth 1:1-13:  Responses for Discussion 
March 30th
		
1. Why did Elimelech and his family move to Moab?   
There was a famine in the land!  Of course, Palestine has been subject to periodic drought for centuries.  But a drought that affected the territory of Judah would not necessarily affect the tableland of Moab, to the east of the Dead Sea.  Moab was blessed with an abundant supply of water, rich soil, and semitropical vegetation.  So Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and his two sons Mahlon and Chilon moved to the country of Moab.  
2. Where did Elimelech and his family come from?  Why are they called “Ephrathites”?  
Elimelech and Naomi came from the town of Bethlehem-Judah.  There were two towns named “Bethlehem” in the area settled by Israel.  One was in the region occupied by the tribe of Zebulun (Joshua 19:15), and the one mentioned here is in the region occupied by the tribe of Judah, which name is appended here to make the distinction clear.  Of course, we know the name of this town very well, since Jesus was born in Bethlehem-Judah many years later.  “Ephratha” was an older name for Bethlehem, translated as the “house of bread.”  Natives of the town would thus be called Ephrathites.  This suggests that Elimelech and Naomi had family who had lived in the town for several generations.  
3. What happens to the family while they are in Moab?  Is this indicative of some kind of judgement?  
Elimelech died, and his sons took Moabite wives.  Then Mahlon and Chilion died too.  All the men in the family were gone and their widows, Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah, were left to make their own way.  All this death might sound like some kind of judgement from God.  The notion of suffering as punishment for sin was popular among the Jews, but the truth is that suffering is the common lot of humanity.  And suffering often prepares us to follow God’s directions!  We do often bring suffering on ourselves through sin, but some falls on us regardless.  
4. What does Naomi decide to do in verse 6?  Why?  
Naomi prepared to move back to the area around Bethlehem-Judah with her daughters-in-law.  She had heard that there “the Lord had visited His people in giving them bread,” that is, by God’s intervention the famine there had come to an end.  Perhaps she thought that her widowhood would be easier if she moved back home, where she knew everybody and had some family.  
5. Consider verses 7-9.  What are the customs involved here?  What is the expectation?  
Naomi had packed up her things and her daughters-in-law and headed for her homeland of Judah.  On the way, she reconsidered.  The custom held that her daughters-in-law were bound to her service.  But Naomi loved them, and urged both of them to return to their parents’ homes.  She refused to press even her legitimate claim on them, allowing them to be free to marry again and to set up their own homes.  They need not devote their lives to taking care of the mother of their dead husbands, as would ordinarily have been expected of them.  Instead, Naomi left them free to pursue their own courses.  
6. How do the daughters-in-law answer Naomi in verse 10?  Why?  How does Naomi respond to them?  
Both young women state their intention of going with Naomi to her homeland.  Social custom would have obliged them to remain with Naomi and to lay their plans as she would direct.  But Naomi pointed out that this course would not lead them to marriages and homes of their own.  She suggested to them that they choose their own course, and urged them again to find husbands and homes apart from her.  This was a very generous offer, since she would have ordinarily expected the two younger women to provide for her and to serve her in her old age.  In spite of her own sorrow of heart, Naomi’s thoughts turn to the sorrow of her two daughters-in-law, who are, after all, in the same situation as she is herself.  Naomi feels that she might be too old to establish another home, but they are young and all of life is before them.  As we will see later in the story, Ruth is called but a “girl” by Boaz as well as the townsfolk.  It seems she had barely entered adulthood.  Possibly Orpah was the same age.  In which case, Naomi thought them both young enough to marry again and establish happy homes without her influence.  Should their entire lives be blighted by their early widowhood?  Naomi’s care for her daughters-in-law demonstrates how she sought the well-being of other people, regardless of the hardships inflicted on herself.  
7. Are there any other pieces of information you’ve discovered in the course of your research that you would like to mention?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Here is the secret of Naomi’s loveliness of character, of her appeal to Ruth—her first thoughts were ever of others.  Though Naomi felt keenly her own loss, yet the experience had not warped her outlook on life.  Her sense of values was still in balance.  In her life was reflected the likeness of Christ, who ordered His own life ‘for their sakes’ (John 17:19).  To seek the well-being of others is ‘the great principle which is the law of life for the universe’ (Desire of Ages pg. 21).”  
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