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Ruth
Ruth 2:8-17:  Responses for Discussion 
April 20th 
		
1. How does Boaz address Ruth in verse 8?  Why?  
Boaz calls Ruth “my daughter.”  We know from later in the story (3:10) that Boaz was significantly older than Ruth.  We also know from a few verses down (v. 11) that Boaz knew all about Ruth’s connection with Naomi.  So it seems that Boaz recognized the special degree of responsibility he had toward Ruth as a relative.  And of course, he was her elder as well.  This gave him some obligation to be concerned with her (and Naomi’s) welfare, and it makes his term of approbation, “my daughter,” quite appropriate.  
2.  What privileges does Boaz offer Ruth in verses 8-9?  Why?  
He offers several particular privileges: 
· Boaz implies to Ruth that she will be able to find adequate gleaning from his own field, and not have to seek further.  He gives her a choice position for gleaning, immediately behind those reaping the field.  
· Boaz seems to have taken particular thought for Ruth’s safety by ordering the young men not to touch Ruth.  This seems to have been a necessary precaution in the unsettled time of the judges, particularly given that Ruth was a stranger and unprotected.  
· Boaz also considered Ruth’s comfort by telling her to help herself to the drinking water drawn by the young men.  
Boaz seems to have been a fairly generous person.  He seems to have had a number of “maidens” from among the poor supporting themselves by gleaning in his field.  So perhaps Boaz would have been generous to Ruth anyway.  But it also seems that Boaz was conscious of a familial responsibility for Ruth through Naomi.  Boaz probably provided additional special favors to Ruth because he was aware of this responsibility for both Ruth and Naomi.  No doubt Ruth was also a pleasant and attractive person.  Godly young women tend to be appealing!  

3. How does Ruth respond?  Why?  
Ruth is surprised by Boaz’s kindness to her, a stranger.  She expresses her gratitude for these unusual favors in the humblest possible terms.  Although Boaz seems to have been well aware of their kinship, Ruth quite possibly had no idea of their familial relationship.  The special responsibilities conferred by that kinship, particularly the custom of levirate marriage, came from the Hebrew culture.  As a Moabitess, Ruth may have been unaware of the implications of such customs.  So she would have been surprised by–and grateful for—Boaz’s generosity.  
4. Consider the blessing Boaz pronounces on Ruth in verse 12.  What do you suppose Boaz wanted to communicate here?  
The metaphor pictures young chicks running to their mother for protection.  It’s a natural instinct for many young creatures, including chicks, to run to their mother to be sheltered from danger, storms, or cold.  And the mother hen will indeed spread her wings and fluff her feathers to offer her young a warm and protected place.  This metaphor is a favorite of David, Ruth’s descendant, and appears repeatedly in Psalms.  Boaz is speaking here with great modesty, recognizing that security comes only from God, not from earthly benefactors.  It seems that Boaz realizes that God is the author of all good things, and he wishes Ruth to understand that blessings come from Him, rather than from Boaz himself.  
5. What additional provision does Boaz make for Ruth in verse 14?  How does Ruth respond?  
Boaz invites Ruth to eat lunch with the reapers, and apparently with himself.  He offers to provide the midday meal for her.  It seems to consist of bread, a sort of vinegar dip, and what the KJV refers to as “parched corn.”  It’s clear that this food is some kind of cooked grain.  It’s also possible that the ancient Hebrews followed a harvesting custom that many Middle Eastern societies continue today.  The custom involves harvesting some of the grain before it’s fully ripened.  The grain is then roasted slowly, providing a caramelized food that is tasty and serves as a major energy boost.  Even though this meal is expensive for the owner of the field, harvesters are often given this food at midday because it enables them to work vigorously throughout the hot afternoon.  It’s possible to interpret the “parched corn” as this roasted grain food, which would be given as a special high-energy lunch to the reapers and probably not usually be provided to the gleaners.  Ruth ate quickly and returned to her work as soon as she had eaten her fill.  She also seems to have packed away part of her generous lunch to bring to Naomi at the end of the work day.  
6. After Ruth was “risen up to glean,” what further directions does Boaz give to his harvesting crew?  Why?  
Boaz instructs his reapers that Ruth is to be permitted to glean grain wherever she sees fit, even among the grain that is being bound into sheaves.  She might see some straggling ears of grain that the binders had failed to include in the sheaves.  If she were to pick these up, then the young men were not to embarrass her by mentioning it.  Boaz also instructs the reapers to intentionally leave grain behind them so that Ruth might more easily “glean” it.  It seems that Boaz has determined to see that Ruth has plenty of resources for supporting herself and Naomi.  He absolutely gives her privileges far beyond those usually granted to the gleaners.  Possibly he is already thinking of Ruth’s right to ask him to marry her and thereby preserve the estate and the house of her deceased first husband.  Naomi’s appraisal of Boaz’s conduct certainly implies that she understood Boaz’s unusual kindness as the first overtures of acceptance of a levirate marriage—but that comes next week!  
7. Are there any other pieces of information you’ve discovered in the course of your research that you would like to mention?  
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Farike (Roasted Green Wheat) - Jewish Food Experience]In the Middle East, the barley harvest is soon followed by the wheat harvest.  Of course, fully ripened wheat is a bright gold, but there is a short interval of a few weeks during which the mature wheat, though still green, is soft and full of nutrients.  It isn’t yet hard enough to grind into flour, but it may be eaten fresh from the stalk.  This green wheat is harvested and roasted over dry barley stalks, from the barley harvest taking place at the same time.  This roasted grain is called farike, which can be served in many different ways, but the most traditional is pictured here with the roasted grains served alongside a chopped vegetable salad and goats’ milk yogurt.  



image3.jpeg




image1.png




image2.png




