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Ruth
Ruth 3:1-6:  Responses for Discussion 
May 4th 
		
1. What is Naomi saying in verse 3:1?  Refer back to Ruth 1:9.  
If I may paraphrase, Naomi is really saying, “Shouldn’t I seek for a home for you?  So that you’ll be happy?”  Naomi is using a cultural reference, as she did in Ruth 1:9, which connects a woman’s marriage with “rest.”  Naomi felt it her duty to do what she could do to provide a home for her daughter-in-law.  According to Jewish custom, Ruth had the right to call upon Boaz to perform the duties of a near kinsman.  Then she would not only have a home of her own, but also a way to preserve the name, heritage, and inheritance of her deceased first husband.  
2. What is a threshing floor?  What is Boaz going to be doing there?  Why?  
In ancient times, grain was harvested from the field with a scythe and piled on the threshing floor, a large circular area of ground 40 or 50 feet in diameter.  Then some method was used to break up the stalks.  Sometimes they used livestock to simply tread down the grain.  Other times oxen pulled a sled weighted with stones to trample out the grain.  The broken bits of leaf, stalk and grain were then tossed into the air with forks or rakes, allowing the wind to carry the debris (chaff) away and the heavier grain to fall to the ground.  The threshing floor was the place where all of this activity was carried out.  The threshing itself, that is, the process of throwing the grain in the air so that the chaff could be carried away, was very hard work.  So it was usually done in the cool of the evening.  But as the harvest went on, the pile of threshed and winnowed grain grew and grew.  Someone had to remain all night, to guard the growing pile against theft.  At the end of the barley harvest, Boaz himself would be present to guard his harvest.  It’s likely that a particularly good meal would be served—in celebration of a good harvest—and that Boaz would spend the night in a tent pitched beside the now very large pile of winnowed grain.  
3. What are Naomi’s instructions in verses 3 and 4?  
Certainly water would have to be available near the fields, for growing crops.  It would also have to be available for drinking, of course, and probably for the men to wash up after a long day in the fields, before the evening meal.  Naomi instructs Ruth to wash up, anoint herself, and dress in her best clothes.  Then Naomi tells her to wait unobtrusively until the evening meal was over.  And when Boaz had laid down to sleep, she was to note the place.  Then, after dark, she was to go in, uncover his feet, and lie down.  
4. What is Naomi’s plan?  Why does she give these instructions?  
Naomi intends to have Ruth appeal directly to Boaz for his assistance and protection.  Boaz, as he makes clear later, feels that he is too old to pursue a relationship with Ruth.  Also, he is not the nearest kinsman to Naomi.  As such, though he has been generous, he has not made any moves toward acting the part of the nearest kinsman to Ruth.  So Naomi’s plan is intended to appeal directly to Boaz’s better nature.  
5. How does Ruth respond to Naomi’s instructions?  Why?  Does she understand the implications of the plan?  
Ruth makes it clear that she will follow Naomi’s instructions exactly.  She knows that Naomi wants the very best for her, and she trusts in her instructions.  Ruth also knows that Naomi follows God, and she trusts in God.  It’s not made perfectly clear at this time, but it sure looks to me like Naomi explained the cultural implications of Boaz’s actions to Ruth at the end of chapter 2.  I believe she does understand the implications of the plan, and she is able to execute it as a Jewish-born woman would.  As we see later in the story, Ruth applies to Boaz for protection as the kinsman-redeemer with an apparently complete understanding of the proprieties of that role.  
6. Are there any other pieces of information you’ve discovered in the course of your research that you would like to mention?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]I’ve never thought about the practicalities of washing up and dressing up in the fields under these circumstances.  It must have been possible, of course, because Ruth did it, but it must also have required care and planning.  Dressing up to appeal to Boaz is a very feminine thing to do, so it’s appropriate, perhaps, that Naomi’s instructions begin with that.  
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