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Ruth
Ruth 3:14-18:  Responses for Discussion 
May 25th 
		
1. Why is Boaz concerned that someone might see Ruth near the threshing floor?  
Boaz doesn’t want it known that Ruth was present.  Firstly because he doesn’t want any scandal attached to her.  She is a virtuous woman, and he is a godly man.  Boaz doesn’t want the situation to appear otherwise.  Secondly, Boaz has a plan!  He intends to complete arrangements with the nearer kinsman.  It’s not entirely clear what disruption he is forestalling by keeping Ruth’s presence at the threshing floor quiet, but he doesn’t want anything to interfere with his plans.  Possibly the nearer kinsman’s pride might be pricked if he knew that Ruth and Naomi had made prior arrangements with Boaz, thus motivating the nearer kinsman to take the role of kinsman-redeemer himself.  Perhaps the nearer kinsman would perceive Ruth (who was, after all, a Moabitess) as a harlot and refuse to go through the proper steps of relinquishing the kinsman-redeemer role to Boaz if he knew.  Whatever the case, it would have been most unpleasant for all concerned should any suspicion attach to Boaz’s relationship with Ruth.  

2. How much is six measures of grain?  
The commentaries give the conversion to 1 ¼ bushels or ½ hectoliters.  After some research, this seems to be between 50 and 60 pounds of barley, which was probably as much of a load as Ruth would be able to carry back to the city.  I myself can carry a 50 lb bag of chicken feed from the truck to the shed, though it would be much more difficult to carry it for the kind of distance that probably separated the fields from the city.  Of course, I am by no means accustomed to physical labor as Ruth was.  Ruth would have bound the grain in her mantle or “vail.”  Then she would have carried it on her head or shoulder, as was the custom for women in the East.  

3. Why does Boaz give Ruth grain at this time?  
Boaz tells Ruth to “go not empty” to her mother in law.  Boaz knew perfectly well that Ruth’s visit had been choreographed by Naomi, and his gift of the barley was intended as a tacit recognition of that fact.  It was an acknowledgement of Naomi’s interest in the matter, and implied that his personal interest in Ruth would not lead him to forget Naomi.  

4. When Ruth returns, how does Naomi greet her?  Why?  
Naomi asks, “Who art thou, my daughter?”  It’s clear that Naomi knew this to be Ruth, as she immediately adds the words “my daughter.”  Taking Nomi’s question as an idiomatic expression, various translators make of it an inquiry as to the success of Ruth’s mission.  The context seems to warrant such a translation, for in reply Ruth tells her all that has happened.  

5. What are Naomi’s instructions to Ruth at the conclusion of this debriefing?  Why?  
Naomi tells Ruth to wait.  Ruth had done all that she could.  Boaz had to make the legal arrangements for their marriage.  To wait patiently for an important issue to be resolved is never easy!  Especially when there is nothing a person can do to influence the decision except pray about it.  Everything was in Boaz’ hands from here on.  He just had to establish his rights to the satisfaction of the jury of citizens that he would gather at the city gate.  Ruth, as a godly woman, could only trust in God and wait.  
6. Are there any other pieces of information you’ve discovered in the course of your research that you would like to mention?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ruth is a strong woman, willing to defy convention, change the beliefs that she had grown up with, move to a foreign country, and embrace foreign customs.  She doesn’t seem to be a biddable woman.  Yet for much of this story she is completely submissive.  She executes her visit with Boaz precisely as Naomi instructs.  Now she is sent home by Boaz, while he takes the active role, and Naomi just tells Ruth to wait.  And! Ruth, a godly woman, does it!  I think the hardest roles are the submissive ones.  But with God’s help, we can be as obedient as Ruth was, even under pressure!
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